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LIFE

NAPOLEON BONAPARTE, &c.

e
I was justly remarked by Volaire, that in or«
der to be a good historian, 8 man should have
neither country nor religion. Were this possible,
it would be equally true of a good biographer,
since pastiality and misrepresentation are as.
unbecoming in the one as in the other. Inall .
the accounts of the life and character of Napoleon
Bonaparte, which have fallen under our obser-
vation, we have discovered little else than indise
crimipate censure, or unqualified appiayse. a.-.
mode of delineating human Jife, which must. -
always be erroneous, since no mam ever existed,
however wise and good, who had not some bles
mishes, and perhaps the most abandoned cha=
racters to be found in history, had a few qualities
which were deserving of applause. It shall
therefore be our business, in the present memoir, -
t allow him that share of praisc to which lis
. 2 . :



4 LIFE OF BONAPARTE.

varied talents and abilities may seem to entitle
him, and we shall not restrain our censure
where it is obviously merited. Matchless de-
pravity or matchless innocence can be the cha«
racteristic of no human being. Leaving the one,
therefore, to be ascribed to him by his misguided
friends, and the other by his inveterate enemies,
it shall be our invariable study to preserve the
happy medium between these two extremes.
NaroLroN BoNAPARTE, was born in Ajaccio,in
‘the island of Corsica, on the 15th of August, 1769,
of respectable, although not of noble parents.
His father Charles Bonaparte would have left
the island with General Paoli, as he took a de«
cided part with the patriots against the French
and Genoese, by whom it was subjugated ; but
by the earnest remonstrances of an uncle, he
was prevailed with to stay. His son Napeleon,
the subject of this memeir, discovered a very
uncommon strength of genius at an early period ;
and as he advanced, his powers were equal to the
rapid attainment of whatever he was tanght,
allowing nothing to escape him without a variety
of observations, which determined his father to
make him a superior man, since the liberal hand
of Nature had conferred upon him such uncom-
mon endowments. While yet very young, he
became enamoured of civil liberty,and his proud,
impatient spirit, made him equally fond of com«
manding, which ultimately terminated in athirst
far dominion. When his friends lamented the
humiliating state of their native country, his
feelings were in unison with theirs, and when
only nine years of age, we are told that he ex-:

et .




LIFE OF BONAPARTE: 5

claimed, “ Corsica shall be free, but we must.

wait” The opposition made by his father to
the French government having been at last for-
‘gotten, the Marquis de Marboeuf, on the decease
of his father, became a warm friend to the whole
family, and sent young Napoleon to the military
school at Brienne, in the year 1778, where he
remained seven years, during which time he ac-
uired a competent knowledge of the Greek and
tin languages, histery, geography, mathema=
tics, and all those branches which commenly
enter into the idea of a military education.

Strongly impressed with the sentiments of li- -

berty, his favourite classical authors were Casar,
- Sallust, Tacitus, Xenophon, Plutarch, Homer,

and Polybius. Among 160 scholass he was al«

Jowed to be the most eminent, as well on account
of the peculiarity of his manners and solitary
disposition, as for his astonishing and almost
unexampled progress in every branch of ljtera«
ture. The sports and amusements of other boys
were to him quite insipid, but he was fond of such
as were of a military nature, in which he never
failed to take the chief command. The blood«
shed with which these were frequently accom=
panied, induced the master to stop them, at the
same time severely reprimanding Bonaparte,
on which account he abandoned his companions,
and betook himself to his garden, where he de~
lighted to amuse himself, till a period was put
to this employment by the inclemency of the
weather. * He frequently said to his companions,
with ap uncommon degree of animation, “ I hope
one d&y,tobeinasitu;tionwfrsemxmnuy
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from the yoke of the French, and to restore her
to her ancient liberty.”

While he continued at Brienne, there was a
library established for the benefit of the scholars,

kept by two of the oldest boys, chosen by the -

rest, with the master’s permission, to take care
of the books, and to manage the funds for in-
creasing their number. Igapoleon applied for
books so frequently, that the young librarians
reproved him with a considerable degree of se-
verity, which he only returned with silent con~
tempt. His thirst for improvement was so un-
bounded, that if any one day did not bring some
valuable addition to his stock of knowledge, it
was considered by him as spent to no purpose.
This was eminently displayed in aletter to his
mother, in which he returned her thanks for
the anxiety she discovered, about his futute pro-
motion in the world, and in the course of his re
flections made this memorable remark : « With
my sword by my side, and my Homer in my
pocket, I hope to find my way through the
world.”

When he left Brienne in the year 1786, he

3

-went to the military school at Paris, where the -

same political principles were exhibited by hind
as on former occasions, and he constantly dis-
covered the same energy of character. When-

the Assembly of Notables met for the first time, <

he was about 18 years of age, at which - period
he boldly espoused the cause of the Revolution,
and not long after obtained a commission in the
regiment.of De ia Fere. The Revolution com«
menced after he became an officer; and he
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openly declared himself a warm friend to liberty,
which was by no means calculated to procure the
attachment of his hrother officers, who insulted
him on many oecasions, as they were the zealous
defenders of the old system. He was remark-
ably fond of Montecuculi’s memoirs, at the same
time giving unwearied attention to the study of
politics and morals. - ¥t was believed by some,
that the want of money prevented him from
keeping company with his brother officers, but
. his time was employed in study, in order to be
thoroughly acquainted with the duties of his
profession, and in preparing one of his brothers
(Lucien, we believe,) for serving in the artillery.

It may be said that he first came into notice
at the siege of Toulon, where his' conduct at-
tracted the:notice of those who were the re-
warders of ‘merit. There. he displayed the
embryo blossoms of those talents, as a military
character, which have astonished all' Europe
since that memorable epoch. ‘He was then
about 24 years of age. Being informed that
the British, in the year 1798, designed to make
an attack upon the island of Corsica, he desired
his mother and family to abandon it, and reside
about a mile from Toulon, where his friend
Salicetti introduced him to Barras, representing
‘him as a young man of uncommon abilities, and
‘warmly attached to the Republican interest. He
discovered the utmost intrepidity in the midst
of danger; and when the greater part of his
small force were either killed or wounded, he did
the duty of a common soldier with the few troops
be had remaining ; and the Commissioners en+
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?uiring who the gallant hero might be, were ine

ormed that his name was Napoleon Bonaparte,
whom they instantly prometed to the rank of
captain.

When. Corsica fell into the hands of the Bri=
tish, Bonaparte was chosen to command an ex-
pedition against Ajaccio, where he was defeated
by his friend Masseria, who had been an officer
at the "siege of Gibraltar, under Sir Gilbert
Elliot. Having been taken for a terrorist, he
was arrested at Nice, but instantly liberated,
as nothing to be met with in his conduct or
among his papers, could be found sufficient to

- substantiate the charge. During his residence
at Nice, an acquaintance waited on him for his
advice, in a matter of importance at -such an
early hour of the morning, that he entertained
not a doubt of finding him in bed, but was as-
tonished to find him dressed, immersed in study,
and surrounded with books and maps. ¢ What,
not in bed !” said his friend. ¢ No,” returned
Bonaparte, I have been long risen; two or
three hours I find enough for sleep ;” and it is
affirmed by good authority, that he has very sel-
dom exceeded this time ever since his youth.
From Nice he went te Paris, in quest of mili-
tary promotion, offering his services to the mi=
nister of war; but meeting with no encourage-
ment, he applied for a passport to Constantino=
ple, which favour was denied.

Being politically attached to one of the mem-
bers of the Directory, he obtained the command -
of the troops which the Conventien found it ne=
“tssary to employ againgt the sections of Paris,
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in October, 1795. Through the whole ‘of this
interesting business, his conduct was so masterly,
firm, and intrepid, that he very soon decided
the victery, and finally secured the further pro«
tection of his patren. It is a fact generally
known, that matrimeny, in the estimation of
Bonaparte; was mierely a' matter of prudence,
wholly uneonnected with the dictates of love,
and therefore he consented to take off the hands
of Barras, a mistress, whese charms had lost the
g:wer of pleasing, but. for whose future comfort
seemed anxious to provide. In the year -
1796, Bonaparte accordingly married the wi«
dow of Count Beauharnois, a lady almost twenty
zears older than himself, in consequence of which
e became a husband, without any prospect of
being made a father, as he only designed this
marriage to be subservient to the promotion of his
interest, , ' ' ,
- The next'memorable epoch in the life of
Bonaparte;, was that at which he obtained the
command of the army of Italy, where his mili«
tary talents were fully displayed, as he had to
encounter difficulties of every-description, both
moral, political, and military, over which he
garined a complete triumph. Being informed by
a friend, that. he considered him as too young for
a charge of such magnitude and importance, his
memorable reply was, In one year I shall éither
bé dead or old.”” He found an army without
money, clothes, or discipline, in sight of a for«
midable enemy, with every necessary and every
comfort ‘which could be furnished by the most
Ixuriant country ; yet his firmness and affabilis
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ty gained so fast on the minds of the eoldiers,
that in the course of two months he supplied
them with clothing and provisions ; was victes
rious in the first and every subsequent engaga+
ment, over an army superior in every thing to
his own, except in the genius of the ‘commaen«
der. Tp appease the discontent of his troops,
and excite them to victory, he observed, ¢ If
we are conquered, we haye too much—if we are
conquerors, we shall want for nothing. It is
true you are now in want of every thing, bus
push your way to Milan, and you will want foxt
nothing.” o
« In estimating the military chargcter of
. Bonaparte,” says a certain writer, ‘it is my
intention to be brief; for 1 must ever consider
the glory obtained by the destruction of the spes
cies, an object rather of aversion than of exultas
tion and triumph ; and whenever necessity coms
pels us to lift our arms against our fellew crea<
tures, nothing but self-preservation cen justify
the deed, and nothing but the sense of being.
preserved should make us review our conduet
with any degree of complacency.” We cannat
see the propriety of distinguishing between what
is absolutely necessary, and that which has self~
preservation for its ohject, since no other war.
can be necessary. The war on the part of France
was originally of this description, since the mugs.
derous threatenings of the continental powers
made that people bury party spirit in oblivion,
" and unite as one man in their own defence. If
“it be granted that France might defend herself
against the combinations ef her enemies, we
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must surely grant that no more crimitiality was
sttachable to Bonaparte—in this respect at
least, thanh to any other general who espoused
her cause. His movements were so rapid, and
the manner so 4stonishing in which he prevent.
ed the designs of his enemies from proving ef-’
feetual, that he enjoyed an advantage over other
men which they could scarcely comprehend.
They were vanquished by him in one place while
they concluded him to be in another, and his
vietories followed each other in such rapid suc«
cession, thet their numbers were almost incredi-
ble. His qualifications for the field were such
as rarely unite in one man, such as vigour,
eoolness, penetration, acuteness, and presenee
.¢f mind ;-——boldness in design, intrepidity in
execution ; firmness, activity, and persever«
ance. -

The campaign of 1796 was opened with the
vietory of Montenotte, which was speedily fol
lowed by many others, and the Court of Turin
was indueed to importtine him for peace, send-
ingtwo deputies with very humiliating condi-
tions ; but Bonaparte received them 'with the
haughtiness of a conqueror. His words were,
* I come net to negociate with you, but to fight ;
{mx must negociate with the Directory ; all that

ean do is to grant yeu a truce. Tell your mas«
tér, that a Prench general will never suspend his
arms upon sweh conditions ; and let him know,
that it rests with me whether he shiall be a king
to morrow or not.” The astonishing success
whieh attended his arms, after the king of Sar«

dinia procured a peace upon very hard condie
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tions, and the Duke of Parma was obliged to
submit to any terms, induced him to address a'
proclamation to his soldiers, which was admirg=
bly fitted to produce the wished-for effect. It
appears to us that his proclamations and ad-
‘dresses always betrayed very great vigeur and
elevation of mind, whigh raised them above the
accustomed level of such publications. He ap=
pears to have studied the humour and disposi=
tion of the times ; and he probably disguised his
real sentiments by the cant of philespphy, which:
enabled him to make dupes of philosephers, both
real and pretended. He was every where re«
ligious ;—a Protestant in one country, a Catholic
in another, and a Mahometan in a third, whilst
we believe that real religion gave him very lite
tle concern. o ,

The forcing of the bridge of Lodi was the next
splendid military step of Bonaparte, for which
he has been censured by some with the usmest
severity. Let a man be engaged on whdtever
side he will, it is surely incumbent upon him to
act according to the best of his judgment, and
do all in his power to serve the cause in which
he is embarked. Prior to a battle, it is impossi=
ble for any man to calculate the number of men
he may lose, which renders it necessary for him
to obtain his object by the best means in his
power, but never wantonly to sacrifice the lives
of his men, without the prospectof spme adequate
compensation. In hazarding the battle of Lodi,
Bonaparte had the important object in view . of
the conquest of Milan, which had been left inhis
rear, as the obtaining possession theyeof was ab-
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solutely necessary, in order to secure his future
success in Italy. Berthier, and all the general
officers, were decidedly against the attempt,:be-
cause they were of opinion that, should the battle
be lost, the destruction of the army would be
inevitable. This so agitated the commander in
chief, that he exclaimed, ¢ We must.make the
attack, my friends, and L'll take the whole res-
ponsibility upon myself.” He instantly planted
two pieces of cannon at the end of the bridge,.
under. a tremendous fire of the Austrians, after
which he rode through the ranks, forming a co-
Iumn of chosen men, who received orders to fol-
low him. They maintained their ground fora |
considerable time, and when on the eve of giv~
ing way, Berthier rushed forward at the head of
another column, and the bridge was carried in
the course of a few minutes. The surrender of
‘Milan immediately followed, together with the
submission of the whole of Lombardy.

When the news reached Milan, that the bridge
of Lodi had been carried by Bonaparte, the Aus«
trians immediately abandoned *the city, and a
deputation of the inhabitants delivered the keys -
te the French. In the course of a day or two,
a vast concourse of people assembled to witness
the triumphant entrance of the French, by most
of whom the national cockade was a8sumed ; the
imperial arms wgre taken down from the great-
er part of the p‘:ﬁic buildings, and the following
laughable advertisement was put up at the pa-~
lace: A house to let ; enquire for the keys at
Citizen Sallicetti’s, the French commissioner.”
The liveries and carriages of many of the nobi-

: c
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lity were voluntarily stripped of their lace and
their arms ; the tree of liberty was, 6n the 14th
of May, planted in the grand square, and abont "
11 o’clock of the same day, General Massena
made his entrance into the city, at the head of

- his troops. A deputation of the people, headed

by the archbishop, went out to meet him ; and
next day Benaparte made his splendid entry,
to whom the national guard fowered their arms,
and the nobles met him in their most magnifi-
¢ent carriages, proceeding with the victor to the .
palace of the Archduke, where Bonaparte was
to'lodge. The whole property of the Archduke
and of the city, were put into the French coffers .
on the 17th, by order of Bonaparte. Proper
persons were sent inte the different towns and
villages, to explain to the people the true prin<

‘ ciples of liberty and equality.

During the residence of Bonaparte at Milan,
he wrote the following letter to the celebrated
Oriani, whom he invited to pay him a visit :—
¢ The pursuits of knowledge, which do honour
to the human understanding ; the arts which
adorn life, and hand down the memory of great
exploits to posterity, must ever obtain respect
in all free governments. All men of genius, all
who hold-a distinguished rank in the republic
of letters, are Frenchmen, be they of what coun-
try they will. Men of learning in Milan have
never obtained the regard they deserved ; living
retired in their studies and laboratories, they
thought themselves fortunate if they were not
persecuted by kings and priests’; but this will
be no more so; freedom of thought is naturale
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ized in Italy, and it will allow no more ingnisi-
tion, no more intolerance, no more despotism.
1 invite all men of letters to impart to me their
ideas as to the method by which arts and know-
ledge may be revived. , All learned men wla
chuse to visit France, will be received by the
government with the utmost regard. A great
mathematician, a celebrated painter, or a man
of merit in any line, is a more valuable acquisi-
tion to France, than the richest conquest. I re-
quest that you will make these sentiments to be
keown in Milan, to all men of distinguished ta<
lents, or superior mérit.” "He issued a procla-
xmation to the people of Lombardy on-the 21st of
© * May, in which we find these words: < That the
'\{rmch republic, which has sworn hatred
ings, has sworn, at_the same time, fraternity
1o the people. If the French regard the people
_of Lombardy as their brethren, they have a right
to expect a just return. We have a right to im=
pose a contribution of 20,000,000 livies which
shall be raised in equal proportions .} ;the dif-
ferent districts of Lombardy ; the necessities of
the army require it, and it is a slight sum for a
country so fertile, considering too the advantages
that must result from it.” After crossing the
Mincio, he continued his victorions ea.eer to
Verons, from which place he wrote to the Di-
. rectory the following dispatch. <1 have just
arrived at this city, and mean to leave it to~
meorrow ¢ it is very large and beautifdk - 1 have
told the inhabitants, that if the Presender ofl
France had not quitted the town before my ar-
sival, I should have set fire to a city so auda=
2

’



16 LIFE OF BONAPARTE.

cious as to believe itself the capital of the Frenck
empire.” ' ; '

7 Soon after this, the Duke of Modena was forced
to purchase his safety by vast contributions in
money and ammunition, and likewise by the loss
6f some of his finest pictures. His Holiness ob~
tained a short respite by the aid of money and
provisions, ‘one hundred exquisite paintings,
vases, and statues, together with 200 MSS.
from the Vatican library, and the surrender of
Bologna, Ferrara, and Urbino. The Comt of
Naples procured a suspension of hostilities on
rather more moderate terms, -comprehended in
*a separation from her allies, from the Emperor,
and from Great Britain. ‘ As to the innocence
o criminality of Bonaparte’s conduct in re-
moving those monuments of art, mankind will
be divided in opinion. It seems fair to grant,
thut with regard to Europe, France is‘a more
central situation. than Italy, and Paris more so
than Rome To Britain, more than to any other
country, advantages are undeniable, and its
artists found the beneficial effects of such a re-
‘moval, soon after the peace of Amiens. But
such collections are not only of service to artists;
they have a tendency to give an imperceptible
refinement to the public taste, and of consequence
to the manners and the heart. Europe has cer«
tainly been a gainer by transferring the emporium
of the arts to France ; for' while Italy has not
been wholly robbed of her treasures, the valuable
collections now met with in Paris, have given rise
to the establishment of two schools in the roem
of one, :
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It does not appear to us that the conduct of -
Bonaparte towards the grand duke of Tuscany,
and the state of Genoa, admits of the least sha-
dow of excuse, unless it may perhaps be from
the extraordinary nature of the war in which he
was engaged,—a war in which it was by no
means possible to maintain a state of neutrality,
The fate of the Grand Duke was peculiarly un«
happy ; for the British compelled him to abandon

Lis neutrality, and then the French dragooned
bim into a peace. [Flis ambassador was forced
to leave Paris iu the year 1794, for the dread-
ful crime of asking permission to pay his respeets
to the daughter of Louis XVI.;and in the fol-
lowing year the Duke was campelled to admit a
French army into his dominions, for the purpose
of watching aver his neutrality, entertaining st
his table t.Ee victorious Bonaparte, who bad for=
merly treated him with so much indignity, to-'
gether with Garrau and Salicetti, both of whom
had voted for the death of Louis XV, his rela-
tion and ally. -

Bonaparte having visited Florence, contia
nued his_ route through the republic of Lucca,
and although on a peaceable footing with the
French government, it was obliged to furnish
him with 6000 stand of arms, and a quantity of
military stores, of which his army, no doubt,
stood much in nied. Ht;l afterwards went on to
Modena, where he got the painti ecd for
with the Duke, informing the B%:e:h%rry that
the 20 given by the Duke of Parma were vent
off, and that Barthelemy was then engaged in
making a selection from those which were the

: 3 ‘ ' :
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property of his Holiness. He likewise intimat.
ed to the executive power, that Monge, Bere
thollet, and Thouin, were at Pavia, adding to
the riches of the botanic garden, and the cabi-
net of natural history. e
After Bonaparte had driven the Austrians
into the Tyrol, he made preparations for the
siege of Mantua, which was invested on the 5th
of June, and blockaded on the 27th of August.
The Austrians well knew that the fate of Italy
and that of Mantua were inseparably connected,
on which account they were constantly employ=
ed in reinforcing their armies in that quarter
from Germany, soon surpassing the French in
respect of numbers ; but Bonaparte’s intrepidity
was not to be resisted. In fine, after fifteen ter-
rible engagements, the important fortress of
Mantua surrendered to the French. The Aus-
trian general Beaulieu gave in his resignation
in disgust, and was succeeded by that veteran
officer Wurmser, of seventy years of age. For~
tune seemed to smile en his exertions at the
commencement, so that even Bonaparte at first
found it necessary to abandun the siege of Man-
tun, leaving behind him great quantities of am=
munition, and upwards of 500 pieces of cannon ;
but his wonted good fortune in a short time at-
tended his operations, and after three days of
incessant fighting, the French were ultimately
victorious, when General Wurmser took refuge
in Mantna.  An army under Alvinzy, was sent
to his relief, which was very soon cut in pieces ;
and another effort was made by reinforcements
from the hereditary states of the Emperor, under
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the command of General Provera, which was
likewise destroyed ; for having retired under the
walls of Mantua, himself and army were made
prisoners; in the very sight of the city which he
came to relieve. : b
About this' time the amazing success which
attended the arms of Bonaparte, gave no small
degree of alarm to the genuine friends of civil
lLiberty, being well aware ‘that' all mighty cona
querors have been ultimately dangerous to their
country. A celebrated Journlist expressed his
fear respecting the ‘critical situation of the re-
publie, holding forth as examples, the conduct of
Sylla, Marius, and Julius Cesar, who destroyed
“the lberties of their country, and distributed
among their armies ‘the treasures they had ac-
quired. This article was wntten by Roederer,
who lived to see his predictions.verified, and what
18 remarkable, became himself one of Bonaparte’s
most submissive agents. The Directory, too,
were not without their apprehensions, to which
the astonishing suceess of Bonaparte had given
birth } but. they deemed it much more prudent
to soothe than to irritate, and they consequently.
informed him by letter, that they were perfectly
satisfied with his military conduct, condemning
the factious propagators of sedition, who had
ventured to question his integrity. This letter
was severely criticised by another patriotic Jour-
nalist, whose name was Lacretelle, who exposed
the meanness of the Directory for defending the
conduct .of Bonaparte, agajnst the attacks of a
newspaper, and humbling themselves to flatter
a triumphant general, by whom their jealous

v
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fears had been clearly manifested. He allowed
that ingratitude was cruel on the one hand, and
that idolatry was dangerous on the other, with
respect to victorious generals. * The tribute
of immoderate homage to these great men, may
one day be the ruin of their country; let us,
therefore, say little about those of whom pos-
terity will say much-—let us be reserved rather.
than ungrateful ; the legions which exalted the
glory of Rome would not have been dangerous
to her liberty, if she had not intoxicated their
"generals by excessive adulation.” The bold-
ness and freedom of these remarks had a very
sensible effect on the irascible temper of Bona«
parte, which in vain he attempted to conceal.
The following letter is a convincing proof of this:
« Citizens Directors, I have received, with gra-
titude, the fresh proef of your esteem, which yon
have shewn me by your letter of the 18th Ther-
midor. I know not what these gentlemen want
with me; they and the Austrians bave attacked
me both together, but you have silenced them
by the publication of your letter, and I have
done for the Austrians ; thus, at one and the
same time, these double attacks of wy enemies
have failed.”

The third campaign in the course of one year,
was opened on the 2d of November, 1796, for
Alvinzy's army moved in two divisions on the
1st, being attacked next day by Vaubois and
Massena, both of whom were victorious. Bona-
parte, at the bead of Angerean’s division, formed
2 junction with Masseua’s, near Vicenza, where
the enemy were attacked on the 5th A desperate
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‘battle was fought near the village of Arcola,
where wonders were performed by the valour
and skill of Bonaparte, who was off and on horse-
back during the whole of the confiict, totally fe-

* gardless of danger and fatigue. As Angereau’s
division refused to obey the whole®df his erders,
the troops were harangued -by Bonaparte with
animation and spirit,—he reproached them with
cowardice, and enquired whether or not they
were the conquerors of Lodi, of Bassano, and
Mondovi. When these reproaches were found to
be productive of their desired effect, he dismount-
ed trom his horse, put himself at their head, and
led them to the charge with a standard in his -
hand, gaining the passage of the bridge in defi«
anee of the enemy. The village, however, ‘was
80 strongly defended, that he was forced to re«
Binquish the idea of taking it in front. It was
here that the fate of Italy and of Euiope was
nearly decided ; for Bonaparte was thrown from
his horse, amidst the dreadful fire of the Aus«
trians, falling into a bog, where he continued for
some minutes, with small hopes of being saved ;
but he speedily regained the dry ground, "after
freeing himself from the stirrup, and having
mounted another horse, which was ready to re«
ceive him, he continued the attack till the mid-
dle of the ensuing day, when vietory every where
declared for the French, and the loss was im-
mense on the part-6f the Austrans,

Both Jacobins and Royalists, about the end
of December, 1796, entertained hopes of sub
verting the Directorial government, and of es-
tablishing that form to which they were attechs
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ed. The former had made secret overtures te
Bonaparte, earnestly craving his assistance,
but he treated them with contempt. It must
be admitted that he had a very mean opinion of
the Directory, yet he also knew that the proper -
season for their final overthrow had not yet ar-
rived. They wished to have an open avowal of
‘his support, and therefore wrote to acquaint him
with the plots of the different parties ; to which
he replied, that he was attached to the constitu~
tion of 1795, hating new revolutions, and de-
claring that the army under his command united
with him in feeling the same sentiments.
During tive months the garrison of Mantua,
under General Wurmser, suffered extremely, liv-
ing upon horse flesh for several weeks together 3
watching for nights and days without changing_
their clothes; having made many unsuccessful
sorties, their case was truly desperate, during
which they discovered the most invincible pae
tience, arising from the faint hope of ultimate suc- .
cess ;—but the terrible battle of La Favourite
put a period to their exertions. No two nations
recorded in history ever fought with greater ohsti=
“nacy than they did, from- the 9th to the 16th of
January, harassing each other by successiveen
gagements, and notwithstanding victory always
declared on the side of the French, the Austrians
as constantly received the assault with deter-
mined coolness. Both sides appeared resolved
never to yield, hut to fight as long as a single .
man remained on either side to sustain the san=
guinary conflict. The spirit, vigour, and ala-
crity of Bonaparte were continually on the
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watch, 4nd he inspired both paities with such a
degree of animation, as is not to be found in the
history of former wars. In this dreadful contest,
the very seasons were disregarded ; night itself
did not put a stop to the carnage ; the French °
constantly eame to the charge with the vivacity
peculiar to that nation, and were received by
the Austrians with solemn silence and deters
mined, valour, only yielding to the superior skill
and alacrity of the Republican troops. To se«
parate Provera from the main body of the army,
_ and prevent his junction with the troops which
had sallied out of the city, was the masterly dis-

" play of generalship by which Bonaparte secured
the fall of Mantua. He forced Rrovera, with

7000 men, to lay down their arms, and the gar-

rison to surrender, Mantua having no longer any

hopes of supply. On the 8d of February, the

“articles of capitulation were signed, the troops
being made prisoners of war, except the veteran

Wurmser, which reflected the highest honour on-

‘the conduct of Bonaparte, being truly generous
to an aged officer, whose grey hairs were no doubt

entitled to respect. When writing to the Direc«

tory, he spoke of him in the following terms :—

¢ | have been desirous to show every mark of

French generosity towards -General Wurmser,

an o near seventy years of age, to whom

fortun® has been very cruel during the whole of

this campaign, but who has, nevertheless, shewn

a degree of valour and constancy whieh will not

pass' unnoticed in history. Those men who are

always ready to calumniate misfortune, will not

fail to persecute Wurmser,”

o
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The Frapch next made an attack upon_his
Holiness,  most completely infatuated old man,,
and who, in defiance of every experimental are
gument that it was impossible to resist the French
arms, was so extremely imprudent as to send
succours to Alvinzy, and even order his vice«
legate to take possession of Ferrara, as soon as
it was evacuated by the French troops. We
are also agsured, that every effort was made by
M. d’Azzara to guard the Pope against bringing
himself into danger ; and this faithful personage
wrote the following letter to Cardinal Busca, who
was secretary of state to the Pope. ¢ Though
1 do not pretend to be your counsellor, when you
have already so many, yet I will tell you, as a
last legacy of friendship, that one moment may
save you, if you are willing to submit to a great
sacrifice, but that moment lost, and your ruin
will be complete.” Bonaparte addressed Cardi=
nal Mattei, desiring him to use his influence
with the Pope, in order to cure him of his in=
fatuation ; but this also proving unsuccessful,
he had immediate recourse to arins, as the only
alternative to bring him to his senses. It is
needless to 4dd, that the troops of his Holiness
were totally deféated, and he obtained a pcace
upon the most humiliating terms. Loretto was
soon taken, with the immense treasure it cone
tained. The Pope renounced all his allies, gave
up an immense treasure to the conqueror, and
zﬁ his temporal dominions, nothing being left
to himself but the territory of Rome, and his
ewn persoual safety.
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‘When the Frénch made thiemselves masters
of Bologna, a lady who was apprehensive about .
her personal safety, dismissed a French priest
-from hei house, whom she had maintaired. for
many years. In this melancholy situdtion, with«
out a friend, and totally forsaken, he had recourse
to Bonaparte..' “ General, I am come to ask a
favour of you.” ¢ What is it ?’ returned Bona~
parte. - < That you will suffer me to be shot at
the outside of your:camp.” ¢ What induces
you,” said the general, * to-make so singular a
request ?” ¢ I am.a poor, forlorn, and wretched
priest,” said he, “,who had. no other dwelling
but in the house of a benefactress, and she took
it into her head, that -after the arrival of the
French army, it was no longer safe for her to
keep me, and now I have nothing left but to die,
but I can patiently endure-my lot,” ¢ Go to
the lady,” said Bonaparte, ¢ and tell her from
me, that you shall henceforth be her security.”
Our readers will no doubt admire the generosity
and humanity of Bonaparte on this occasion,. if
they only glance at the horrid cruelties exer~
cised by French cannibals towards these unfor-
tunate men, about the beginning of the Revolu~
tion. '

Numerous acts of cruelty are said to have
been committed by Bonaparte while in Jtaly.
The first of these with which we are desired to
charge him, beyond the evidence furnished by
his own proclamations, is that of having buried
alive the dying and the wounded after the bat~
tle of Salo. The whole of those who were unfit
for service, he commanded to be. thrown into the

D
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waggons among the dead, in which they suffered
either by being strangled or soffocated. Itisno .
doubt & very curious circumstance, that in spite
of their being suffocated and strangled, their
‘groans and cries were heard among the desd be~
gre they reached the place of interment. Al-
. theugh we really cannot eomprehend how men

eoulg be first strangled, and then buried alive,
yet be it so for the sake of arggment, and let us
attend to the sequel. After these men were
strangled or suffocated, prior to their being buried
alive, they were thrown into an immense pit,
and instantly covered with five load of quick
lime, and the rector of Salo (worthy, humane
soul,) absolutely died of the horror with which
he was seized upon hearing their cries. Well
he might; for surely a set of sturdier fellows
never appeared upon earth, who could support
their being strangled, then buried alive after
- they were dead, and last of all cry out horribly

after being covered with so many load of quick
lime. Had the Austrians known them to pos-
sess such extraordinary properties, they would
have as soon engaged an equal number of incar
mate imps,

It must be pleasing to find such warriors as -
Bonaparte exhibiting the highest respect for
the memory of departed genius, a beautiful in<
stance of which we beg leave to mention. At the
commencement of a previouscampaign, he sentthe
subsequent. note to.the commandant of Mantua.
¢ The people of the village of Andes, in which
.Virgil was born, shall, on that account, be ex~
empted frem all contributions ; end yeu shall
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Rake care that all the losses they have suffered
during the siege of Mantua shall be repaired.”

The frequent losses and defeats which were
experienced by the Austrians, never made them
lose heart, for they determined to prosecute the
war with renewed vigour. The hereditary states
of the Emperor supplied them with strong rein<
forcements, to the amount of 40,000 men, that
their army in Italy might be enabled to cope
with the republican forces ; and Bonaparte re<
ceived an additional army under the command
of General Bernadotte, which made the whels
French force in that quarter little short of
140,000 men. The most terrible carnage re-
sulted from such extensive preparations, and the
campaign was distingnished by many sanguin«
ary battles. It was the grand ebject of Bona«
parte to force the Austrians to evaeuate Italy,
and then dictate a peace to the Emperer under
the walls of Vienna. For this purpese, he resolva
ed to form a junction with the army of Moreau,
and thus pressing on the troops of the enemy in
all directions, get them between the two armies,
and compel them to surrender ; but the succesy
of the campaign against the Archduke Charles
rendered this unnecessary.

On the 12th of March the Republican army.
crossed the Pieva at day-break, losing only a
few men, although the river was both deep and
rapid. One soldier being nearly overwhelmed
by the violence of the stream, was saved from
destruction by the activity of a woman, whe
leaped in and saved him from a watery grave,
on which account- Bonaparte sent her a neck-

2 : ’
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Jace of gold as a reward for her intrepidity. This’
tells rather better than burying him alive under
five load of quicklime! The enemy retreated,
and next day the Republicans camé up with their
rear guard, which was surrounded), and 700 6f‘
them made prisoners  Ponaparté’s army mar<
ched on the 16th in different divisions, at three,
four, and five in the morning, reaching the Ta-
gliamento about eleven ; the Austrians continued
their retreat during the remainder of the day ;
and notwithstanding the darkness of the night,
General Guieux attacked the village of Gra=
diska, from which the Archduke Charles es«
caped with considerable difficulty. Bonaparte
still continued the pursuit, and the Austrians
evacuated the town of Palma Nuova, leaving
behind them 30,000 rations of bread, and 1000
quintals of flower. A division of them attacked
Massena, at Tarvis, by whom  they were dé<
feated; the French general next “marched to
Clagenfurt, where he again vanquished the Aus-
trians, and%fter the battle he made his entrance
into the capital of Carinthia. During their re-
treat, the Austrians lost about 20,000 men in
killed, wounded, and prisoners. The French
commander in chief dispat¢hed General Clarke
to Vienna with overtures of peace to the Em-
peror, writing at the same time a remarkable
letter to the Archduke Charles, which made a
deeper impression at Paris than all his victories
put together; it deceived those whom it was
meant to delude, and gave him a more ample
character. as a man of philanthropy than was_
sirictly just. ‘The answer of the Archduke was
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rather equivocal, or perhaps evasive, but Bona-
‘parte was determineg to trifle no longer. Find-
ing that his pacific overtures were treated with
a species of contempt, the Republican comman«
der pushed forward his victorious army, drove
the Xustrians from Freisach, taking possession
soon after of Neumark and Judenburgh, by which
the inhabitants of Vienna were so panic struck,
that general Bellegarde and count Meerfeldt
were dispatched to propose an armistice for six
‘dsys, to which proposition Bonaparte consent<
ed.
The court of Vienna, now feeling it high time
to be serious, two commissioners” were sent_to
Leobin to settle the preliminaries of peace. The
Emperor sent three of his chief nobility, as a
proof that he was sincere, to be detained as hos-
tages in -the camp of gonaparte, by whom th
were civilly received. During dinner, the Fren
commander in chief, with his accustomed digni=
ty of deportment, thus addressed them : * Gen«
tlemen, from this moment you are free: tell
your Imperial master, that if his word requires a
pledge, you cannot serve as such ; and if it re-
quires none, you ought not.”” The prelimina-
ries were at last signed on the 18th of April,
1797, in the castle of Eggenwald, near Leobin, .
which were, the renunciation of the Emperor’s
sovereignty in Belgium ; the acknowledgement
of the French Republic according to the limits
described in her constitution, and of the repub-
lic of Lembardy. '
The result of this campaign was extremely
different indeed, fram the sanguine expectations
3 .
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which ‘had been cherished by the combined
powers ; and 1t was well calcuiated to :ersuade
them, that the princes of Europe could oppose
‘but’a feeble barrier to the overwhelming power
of France. At the same time we will readily
allow, that if the conduct and professions of the
‘French had been always in unisen, the number
‘of their friends would have been every where
augnented, and their stupendous difficulties
greatly diminished. They left ‘their own coun«,
try with the avowed design of .punishing a base
‘and perfidious cembination against their infant
liberties, and granting freedom to such as groane
ed beneath the yoke of their enemies. In their
outset, they strongly resembled the enlightening
and warming inflaence of the sun as he gradually
approaches the zenith, while justice demands
from ts the solemn'declaration, that in their
‘rapid progress they resembled a volcano, by
‘which " every thing around it is laid waste,—
which destroys the face of nature, and converts
the seat of beauty, of comfort, and fertility, into
a barren desert. '

" It was the constant practice of Bonaparte to
carry with him a small travelling library during
his campaign in Italy, which consisted of Ceesar’s
Commentaries, Xenephon, Polybius, and the
campaigns of . Montecuculli. He had likewise a
number of maps, charts, and drafts, from the
royal library at Paris; but the poems of the
Celtic bard ‘were his favourite study. He had
no time to pay much attention to his relations, .
while his military career occupied so much of it.
His mother’s residence was at Toulon, and hig
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brother Joseph was engaged in business in the
same place, which he soon determined to relin-
quish, and attempt to profit by the astonishing
fortune of his brother. He accordingly applied
to his friend Salicetti, who gave him a lucrative
place in the commissary department. As soon
as Bonaparte was made acquainted with this
- circumstance, he sent for his brother Joseph,
and wished to be informed if he stood im need of
, money, “ If you do,” said the general,  tell
me, and you shall be welcome to the half of my
purse ; but I must request you to give up your
place immediately, and leave the army, for I will
never have it laid to my charge, that I have used
my influence improperly to provide for my fa+
mily. Keturn to Towjon, and there you may
be always sure of advancing yourself by trade.”
It does not appear, however, that Joseph paid
much regard to this advice ; for he went directly
to Paris, and on his application to*one ‘of the
ministers, he was soon presented with a- snug
situation. Some have called in question the
sincerity of Bonapatte on this occasion, an opin=
-ion, founded on' his subsequent conduct to his
family, the different branches of which he la<
boured to exalt to thehighest pinnacle of earth«
ly grandeur. It must not be dissembled thas
the supposition is highly probable, for if he was
sincere with Joseph at that time, his subséquent
coriduct towards his brothers gave it the lie.

As the French marchied with rapidity towards *

the German metropolis, they received -a few
trifling checks from the Austrians, which led'the

government of Venice to hope that they migh¢

." ‘-’9'
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be cut off from the army of Italy, by attacking
them in the rear, and thus be obliged to surren-
der. - The friends of royalty openly avowed this
hope in France, in Italy, and in Britain. To
strengthen this hope, the Venetians rose upon
the French, and butchered them by theusands
at Verona, in the most barbarous manner, and
even excited the peasantry in the Tyrol to fol-
Jow their ferocious example. Bonaparte having
forced the Austriansto agree to an armistice,
by meagures always characteristicof his prudence
and vigour, at the very time when the Venetians
were making such a powerful diversion in their
favour, had full leisure to inflict merited ven-
nce on that perfidious people. On the 5th of
ﬁ:y, 1797, a part of thg French army entered
Venice, openly declaring their design of subvert=
Jng the old government, in place of which they
were to establish another much meore democra-
tic. On the 12th of the same month, the people
rose in & mass against the French, but 80,000
additional troops having entered Venice on the
17th, tranquillity was restored, and much of the
property which had been plundered on the 13th,
was ordered to be given up. The new municie
pality consisted of sixty members, béing compose
ed of Jews, Turks, and men of every descrip "
tion. The Doge made a voluntary surrender of
his authority on the 18th, recommending .it to
the people to be submissive to the new guvern«
ment. Bonaparte signed preliminaries with the
new republic in the month of June, by which
they agreed to pay a most enormous contribue
tion in money, six ships of the line, forty of their
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most valuable pictures; a number of M88, from
the library of St. Mark, the two celebrated bronze
lions, and four horses fabricated of the same
metal. T i

Much about this time Bonaparte intereeded
with the Emperor of Germany for the liberation
of M. la Fayette and his unfortunate companions,
so unjustly confined in the horriblé dungeons
of Olmutz. . For the accomplishment of an ob=
‘ject so truly honourablé to' his character, he
‘could not possibly have chosen a more favour-
able opportunity than at the head of a victorious
army, when it would have been extremely ha-‘
zardous to refuse his request ; and therefore it
is unnecessary to add, that his request was im-
mediately granted, the mlserable captwes bemg
set at liberty.

During the severe and incessant exertions of
this astonishing personage in Italy, he was seized
with a violent heemoptisis, or spitting of blood,
which was of several days duration, and gave no
small degree bof alarm to those who were anxious
to save his life; but we have heard, that even
these now wish that he had died in the midst of .
his glory, and that he had lived too long, both
for himself and the world. - A certain author
tells us, that if Bonaparte had died at the con-
clusion of the campaigns in Italy, his vices would
never have been heard of. - If this be true, itis
curious how this same author should have been
acquaintéd with so many of his vices before that
campaign was half completed, not excepting even
his strangling of dead men, and then suffocating

“them with quick-lime, :

R
- 0
REC



3% LIFE OF BONAPARTR.

. The preliminaries of peace with the Emperer
of Germany being signed, Bonaparté resolved
that they should be instantly followed by a de
finitive treaty, to effect which he chose the castle
of Passerians near Udina, for his residence ; but
many obstructions were thrown in his way by
the tardiness of Germanie forms. The Marquis
de Gallo was placed in a situation extremely
critical p for he had, on the one hand, to temper
the fire of Bonaperte, and on the other to.
accelerate the sluggish peece of Austrian forme~
lity ; yet the conferences were slowly conducted,
in spite of all his diplematic address. 1t wasat
Jength teo much for the patience of Bonaparte
to endure, and he exclaimed, ¢ What, not yet
sign? not yet? this is the last opportunity I will
give you ; in six months you shall all tremble ;
and did I not respect the law of nations, thus
‘would L.” Having uttered these words, he cast
a threatening look at the Austrian minister, and
snatching up his hat from the table, threw it
with vengeanee among a set of porcelain stand-
ing near him. The Marquis durst not venture
to oppose him any longer, but agreed to ter-
minate the business respecting which they were
met ; and peace was of coutse coucluded en the
17th of October, 1797.

The period was now fast approaching when
Bonaparte was to reap the benefit of all his toils,
his perils, and his victories, in the approbation
of his fellow-citzens, and in the gratitude and
thanks of that government which he had hitherto
served with so much apparent ﬁdeli:{., Won-
der and astonishment take fast hold of the mind

"
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when we look back from this point -on his past
life. He quitted Paris almest s a simple’in<
dividual, without fame, distinetion, or noteriety,
-and he was now about to return o it as the con«
queror and pacificator of Eurepe. Had it been
the fate of Bonaparte to flourish in the days of
-Roman magnificence, whert their Generals traced
back their steps in triumph, the armies which
participated of his victories would have -aceom-
panied him, with the imm#ense spails taken from
conquered nations, and captive princes chained
to the wheels of his chariot ; but spectacles of
this nature would have ill aceorded with the
public taste at the end of the 18th century, and
Bonaparte was too well acquainted with the

sentiments of civilized life to suffer their revival.:

He quitted Italy asa private gentleman, having
no other attendants than twd generals, two
aide-de-camps, a secretary, and a physician.
He was spoken of by one cut of an' immense
multitude near Avengche, who were assembled
-to behold him, in the following manner: « I
-had an opportunity of being very near’ to him,
and he seemed to me always to be talking to

, those sround him as if he was thinking about -
something else; he has the mark of great sense -

in his countenance, and an air of profound me-
ditation, which reveals nothing that is passing
within; he seems constantly big' with deep
sther influence

‘gess of Morat,

figure of the

: for 50 great a

& heard by one

~
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‘of the aids-de-camp. * He is exactly the height
:of Alexander,” said some person, - « Yes,” sail
the aid-de-camp, “ and that is not the only
-trait of resemblance.” « On the evening of the
22d of November, ‘he ‘left Geneva, and mext
night “arrived 'at. Berne. Every town was
‘illuminated throngh' which he - passed in the
hight. *He stopped some hours at Basle; bdt
-seemed not.to enjoy the great féte which' the
-people of Lawsanne-had prepared for him. Dur-
ing his.whole journey, he spoke very little to
strangers, being well aware that every word he
uttered would be particularly noticed.

On bis arrival in Paris, he studiously evaded
-every. oppértunity of being taken notice of. The
*house was smdll in which he chose to reside,
and the street uncommonly retired. He seemed

o have no relish for company, avoiding all
Pplaces of public resort, and never going out:but
dn a plain carriage drawn by two horses - He
'sometimes dined with the ministers of state, and
Avas no oftencr than twice at any public meet-
Jdng. He cautiously avoided giving any offence
‘to the Directory, whose final overthrow had been
‘planned by him before this time, while he was
fully sensible that the timé for its execution was

'
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of great moderation, and publicly avowed his
abhorrence of Jacobin sentiments. These were
exactly suited to his principles in' an indie
vidual point of view, although the objects of
his dread when considered as a party. Truth
ohliges us to confess, that he constantly evinced
himself inimical to discussion and the freedom of
inquiry. The members of the new constitution
established in Italy, were almost of his own
nomination, and men as devoid of popularity as.
possible. All the first legislators and public
functionaries were nomirfated by himself, and he
ordered, prior to his departure from Milan, that
every political society should be shut up. His
constant practice was to address the military as
the guardians of the different constitutions which
himself had established, and he always appeared
" more strongly attached to military power than
to any other. The treaty of peace was wholly
his own composition, and he advised the Direc~
gory to diminish the force of the combined
wers, by concluding separate treaties with each.
t was likewise his wish that moderate conditions
should be proposed to the Emperor, by which
means the other powers might be inclined to
treat, when they saw that even when vanquished,
he was not oppressed.
The formal presentation of Bonaparte to the
- ' 't ostsplendid which
being, all things
vernors of a nation
ners, and in arts,
o had vanquished
ever broyght inte
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the fleld, by the endless resources of his own
talents, thus preserving the glory and indepen=
dence of his country against an almost unexams
pled combination of powers, who were hostile to
Republican prin¢iples. ~ The place destined for
this magnificent "spectacle was the court of the
Luxemburg, the walls of which were decorated
with hangings of the national colours and military
trophies ; an altar was erected at one end of it,
surmounted with statues of liberty, equality, and
peace, ornamented with the different standards
which had been taken from the enemy. Itwas
seated on each side of the altar in the form of
a semicircle, forming an amphitheatre of immense
éxtent, intended for the constituted authorities,
and the musical conservatory. The colours of
the different armies of the Republic were ‘sus-

- pendeéd from the walls ; a vast number lined the
court and palace wmdows, and the whole ad-
jacent streets werecrowded with those who found
it practicable to gain admission. The thunder
of cannon ahout noon announced the commence-
ment of the féte, and the procession moved to-
wards the Luxemburg from their different places
of meeting, which consisted of the Directory, the
Ministers of State, and the constituted authorie
ties. Having arrived and taken their seats, the
Presitent of the Directory desired that intima-
tion might be g

minister of war,

and Andreossi,

. receive them.
played, which 1
shouts of « L

%
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Bonaparte, long live the great Nation.” The
noise continued to increase, and the people
_eagerly rushed forward ; every eye was turned
_towards the great door, full of curiesity and ex«
pectation. At last Bonaparte entered, at which
moment the enthusiasm of the multitudereached
-its mnexampled height ; not an individual was
silent, but the universal burst of gratitude and
wonder was, “ The deliverer of Italy—the
pacificator of the Continent.” Bonaparte walked
forward with dignified calmness. -+ One would
have imagined that this was almost too much
for human nature to support, yet the same cool«
_ness which had distinguished him in the field,
.did not desert him, even on the present occasion.
He was attended by the minister of foreign re-
lations, the war minister, and his aids-de-camp ;
_the musi¢ then played the hymn to liberty, and
all present stood up uncovered. When they
reached the steps of the altar, Talleyrand pres
sented him to the Directory in an gppropriate
speech, which, when ended, the whele assembly
were impatient to heur the conqueror of Italy,
whose simple and modest appearance formed a
striking contrast to the grandeur of his situation ;
and every one present figured him in imagination
at the bridge of Lodi, at Arcola, or Campa
Formio. A solemn silence immediately ensued,
when Bonaparte delivered into the hands of the
President of the Directory the Emperor’s ratifi-
cation of the treaty of peace, and thus addressed
the egecutive power:—¢ Citizen Directorsy—= -
The French people, in order to be free, had to com
bat with kings ; to obtain a constitution founded
2
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upon reason, they had to vanquish the prejudices
of eighteen centuries. The constitution of the
third year, and you, have triumphed over all obsta=
cles. Religion,feudality,and royalty, have succese
sively governed Europe ; but the peace which you
have concluded, dates the era of representative
governments. * You have organized ,the great
nation, whose vast territory is circumscribed only
by the limits which nature herself hath placed.
You have done more. The two most beautiful
parts of Eutope, formerly so celebrated for the
arts, the sciences, and the great men which they
produced, see, with renovated hope, the genius
of liberty rise from the tombs of their ancestors.
These are the two pedestals on which the dess
tinies have placed other nations. I have the
.honour to present the treaty signed at Campo
Formio, and ratified by his Imperial Majesty.
Peace gives the earnest of liberty, prosperity, and
‘glory to the Republic. When the happiness of
“the French people shall rest on well founded
“organic laws, all Europe will become free.”
Bonaparte had scarcely ended his speech,
-when the air was rent with shouts of acclama-
“tion, and nothing was to be heard but the cry
"of, * Long live the Republie, long live Bona-
parte” A very long speech, in reply to the
general, was made by the President, Bonaparte
" afterwards receiving from him what the French
-then denominated the fraternal embrace, which
example was followed by every member of the
irectory. Bonaparte then descended from the
- altar, being-conducted to an arm chair by the
- minister of foreign relations, which had been
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ment, it was- unequestionably odious to Bonge
parte, who had no doubt, even by this time, con=
ceived the vast project of making himself am
Emperor. He must have felt himself at once
flattered and gratified by the evidences of public
favour which he experienced at Paris, and
{et it can hardly be affirmed that he deemed
“himself in safety. Carnot assures us that he
was hated by the Directory, who were above
- all things anxious to accomplish his ruin, which
-did not escape the penetration of Bonaparte him
self: ‘He "held them in  detestation as men,
.while he was envious of the power with which
“they’ were vested. He resembled a monarch on
“his throne when in the army, without any rival,
but he was a Yprivate citizen in Paris, sourid
policy-and pride inducing him to appear as such,
“although it must have run caunter to the dictates
of his ambition. Terrible must it have been to
_Napoleon ‘1o court the favour of any man upon
earth, yet he felt himself in the power of ine
dividuals, whom he could not help despising,
such as Rewbell, Sieyes, and Lepaux, of the
Jacobins and Royalists ; and this led him to the
resolution—to the necessity of doing something,
by which he might be delivered from a state at
once painful, submissive, and inactive. View«
ing matters in this light (which we presume is
just;) it is reasor:able to conclude that the cele«
rated expedition to Egypt was a contrivanee of
his own. . ‘ '
He remained three months at Paris, durin
which time he no doubt concerted plans wi
the Directory for the -grand expedition, the obe
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ject of which was to destroy the power of Great
ritain in India, and thus give to France new
sources of wealth and commerce. - This was kept
a profound secret, and the public could only
_conjecture what might be the subsequent ema
*ployment of Bonaparte. At one time it was

- *yumoured that he was to be sent to Brest, fo
“head an army which was destined fo act against
Britain ; and another report was, that he was
‘going to Rastadt, to hasten the conferences of
the Congress ; and- that this misrepresentation -
might gain credit, Bonaparte wrote to Count
Cobentzel to' meet him there, on the very day
-on which he arrived at Toulon. Monge had
‘formerly suggested the ideas of giving liberty to
‘Egypt and Greece, and we give the words in
which he delivered himself, as no mean speci-
men of true bombast. ¢ The glory of the army -
of Italy resounds even to the farthest corner of
Egypt; the Arabians of the desert talk of nothing
else in their tents. “A gleam of hope hath en-
‘Jightened the minds of the descendants of the
reeks, ahd their hearts have leapt for joy.
The little children of Sparta and Athens sing in
French the hymn which formed our battalions, .
and led them to victory ; they will soon sing our
triumphs; and these hymns, like the hymns of
‘Orpheus, will pass from mouth to mouth in
every nation, and descend to posterity !” When
this speech came to the ears of the Turkish
ambassador, he complained to the minister of

. the foreign department, who returned for answer,
that this ought to have given neither offence nor

- alarm, mot being the language of any person fn
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office, but the effusions of an individual speak-
ing without autharity, and for which, of course,
the French government did not hold itself
responsible. ~ .- ’
Bonaparte arrived at Toulon on the 9th of
May, 1798, to assume the command of the
_troops which were destined to act against Egypt.
‘With such enthusiasm and confidence did his pre~
sence inspire the army, that the nature and pre-
- bable result of such an expedition were never ance
attended to. It consisted of about 36,000 men,
wade up of the veteran troops from the army
of Italy. On the 21st of May, the fleet set sad
from Toulon, which consisted of 15 sail of the
line, 14 frigates, several sloops of war, and about
100 transports, under the command of Admiral
Brueys, and furnished with every thing proper
for a long voyage ; of which nothing more ever
returned to France, than 5000 men and five
ships of war. The first news from this army
respected the capture of Malta, a circumstance
which was generally ascribed to treachery, ap
the place was remarkably strong. We give the
following extracts from-some of his proclamations,
and leave our readers to make their own com-
ments. Bonaparte said,  All the Greeks of the
isles of Malta and Goza, who preserve any con-
nection with Russia, shall be put to death. ALl
Greek vessels which sail under Russian colours,
shall be immediately sunk when they fall intp
the hands ofthe French.” He thus wrote to the
* bishop of Malta. « I have learnt with sincere
pleasure, good Mr. Bishop, the kind conduct and
reception which you have shewn tg the French
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troops. You may assure the people of your
diocese, that the catholic, apostolic, and Roman
religion, shall not only be treated with regard,
but its ministers especially protected. I know
no character more respectable, nor more worthy
of veneration, than a priest, who, inspired by
the true spirit of the Gospel, is persuaded that
his duty ordains him to render unfeigned obe-
dience to the temporal power, to maintain peace,
tranquillity, and union in his diocese. I request
you to repair immediately to the town of Malta,
and to preserve by your influence there, har-
monyard tranquillity among the people. Ishall
- be there myself this evening. I request also,
that at my arrival you will introduce to me all
the priests and other chiefs belonging to Malta
and the surrounding villages. Be assured of the
desire which I have to prove to you the esteem
and consideration which I have for you pere
sonally.” ’ :

The next information respecting this memos
rable expedition came from Egypt itself, announc«
ing the safe landing of the troops, and the terri=
ble fate of the French fleet on the 1st of August.
The Directory received both these accounts
at the same time: still the good fortune of Bona-

appeared on his side, the British fleet having
left Alexandria only two days before the arrival
of the French, by which Bonaparte was induced
to land his army with the utmost expedition,
for which purpose he made preparations on the
2d of July in the evening. During the hurry
and confusion of debarkation, a vessel was dis«
cavered at a distance, which was conjectured to
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belong to the British. Bonaparte, on this oce
casion, appeared very much agitated, and ex-
claimed, © Fortune, wilt thou abandon me? [
ask only five days, and then do thy worst.” The-
debarkation of the troops was attended with some
difficulty. He landed at one o’clock in the morn-
ing, putting himself at the head of 3000 men,
whem he formed into three columns, and marched
on to Alexandria without either cavalry or can-
non. There were about 300 horse on the heights
which commanded the city, on which the French
fired and instantly dispersed them. The whole
of the Republican army landed by 10 o’clock
next day, commencing the attack on Alexandris,
in a great measure defenceless, being very ill
provided with artillery, and only surrounded by
walls of mud. The garrison consisted of 500
Janissaries, and 5000 Mamelukes defended the
city, with whom the French had a short engage«
ment, losing about 150 men, whose lives might
have been saved by ordering the.place to.sure
render ; but it was thought adviseable to begi
by striking terrer, in consequence of which the
French took the city by assault, putting every
person to death who came in their way; and if
report may be believed, even the mosques were
not considered as places of refuge. Bonaparte,
in order to flatter the vanity e;'liis troops, com-
manded that all those who were slain in the en~
gagement should be buried under Pompey’s
pillar, on the base of which their rames were
to be.inscribed, and the event to be vecarded in
the orderly book of every regiment.
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We have been informed that Alexandria was
given up for four hours to pillage and massacre,
at the end of which period Bonaparte gave orders
that the carnage should cease. Such horrid bar«
barity shall never cease to meet with our severest
reprehension, since to act like canhibals is an in«
delible disgrace to men professing civilization.
It reminds us of an anecdote we have somewhere
heard related of a British tar, who, after an
enemy’s ship had struck her colours, exclaimed,
¢ Damn the b——rs, let us haye another stroke
at them.” Being a good marksman, he nearly
swept the quarter deck of the remaining officers,
for which, we are told, he was instantly promot=
ed. Now, the only promotion that such a vil
lain deserved was the halter, because it was,
cowardice and butchery to fire on a submissive
enemy, who had thus avowedly yielded the palm
to British heroism, without expecting to meet
with any thing like British barbarity.

After this, Bonaparte issued a proclamation,
by which he commanded his troops to abstain
from plunder, from which it was ridiculous te
expect obedience, after the encouragement which
they had so lately received. He issued another
groclamation to the natives, wherein he declared

imself to be the friend of Mahomet, and would
respect their ‘religion, which it was impossible
for them to believe, since their mosques had af-
forded them no protection againet murderers,
We shall make no apology for inserting the fol-
lowing proclamation, as it is of such a singular
texture :— For long the Beys of Egypt ‘have
insulted the French nation and its merchants.
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The hour of their punishment is arrived. For
long this horde of slaves from Caucasus and
Georgia have tyrannized over the fairest part
of the world ; but God has ordained that their
empire should now be at an end. . People of
Egypt, they will tell you that I am come to des-
troy your religion ; believe them not; answer
that I come to restore your rights, to punish
usurpers, and that I respect éod, Mahomet,
and the Koran, more than the Mamelukes. Tell
them that all men are equal before God. Wisa
dom, talents, and virtue, make the sole differ~
ence among them. What wisdom, what virtues,
or what talents, distinguish the Mamelukes, that
they should exclusively possess all that can ren-
derlife desirable and pleasant? Is there a beauti«
ful spet of ground? it belongs to the Mamelukes.
Is there a beautiful female slave, a fine horse,
or a good house ? It belongs to the Mamelukes.
If Egypt is their farm, let thém shew their lease,
which God has granted them ; but God is just
and merciful towards his people ; and all the
Egyptians are equally entitled to hold all offices;
let the wisest, the best informed; and the most
virtuous govern, and the people will be happy.
You had formerly great cities, great canals, and
great commerce among you ; what hath destroy=
ed them but the avarice, the injustice, and the
tyranny of the Mamelukes? Cadis, Chieks,
Tmams, and Tchorbadjys, tell-the people that we
also are true Mussulmen. Is it not we who have
destroyed the Pope, who said we must make war
against the Mussulmen ? Ts it not we that have
destroyed the knights ef Malta, because those
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foolish men believed that God intended them to
make war against the Mussulmen? Is it not we
who have been at all times the friends of the
Grand Seignior, and the enemies of his enemies?
The Mamelukes, on the contrary, have they not
always been revolting against the authority of
the Porte, which even now they refuse to ac«
knowledge? They consult nothing but their own
caprice. Thrice happy they.who shall be with
us ; they shall prosper in their fortune, and their
rank. Happy they who shall be neuter ; they
shall have time to know us, and they will be on
our side ; but miserable, thrice miserable, they
who shall arm for the Mamelukes, and fight
against us; there shall be no hope for them ;
they shall perish.”

This proclamation undoubtedly came with a
bad grace from the man who declared that he
came to extend the blessings ofecivilization, to
rouse the dormant arts and sciences, and deliver
the inhabitants of the country from the yoke of
the Mamelukes and Turks. It has often been
asserted, that Bonaparte is destitute of the finer
feelings of the human heart, which, if it be true,
is a singular circumstance, as he can so well des-
cribe the feelings of others, His letter-to the
widow of Admiral Brueys is a convincing proof
of this. * Your husband was killed by a cannon
ball, in fighting nobly for his country ; he died
without suffering for a moment, and his death
is envied by all good soldiers. I feel sincerely
for what you must suffer. The moment which
separates us from the person whom we love, is
terrible ; it insulutes us from every thing areund

. F.
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us, and causes convulsions of agony ; the facul-
ties of the soul are almost annihilated, and we
hardly preserve any connectien ‘with the world,
but in a dream. Men appear to us more cold,
amore selfish, more wicked, and more odious,
than they really are. We think in this situa-
tion, that if there was nothing which compelled
us to live, it were better for us to die; but after
these first emotions, when we press our infants
$o our breasts, tears and sentiments of tender- .
-ness awaken nature within us, and we live again
for our children. Yes, madam, let me advise
you to see them instantly ; let them soften your
heart to the tender impressions of melancholy ;
you will weep over them, you will watch over
. their infancy, and. cultivate their youth; you
will speak to them of their father, of your own
sufferings, and of the loss which they and their
country have sustained. After having thus re-
attached yourself to the world, by filial and ma«
ternal love, endeavour to set some value upon
the lively interest which I shall ever take, in ail
that concerns the widow of my friend. Be satis-
fied that there are at least some men in the
world, how few soever they may be, who deserve
to be considered as the only hope of the wretch-
ed, because they feel for their sufferings with
sensibility. BoNaparTe.”

After the Republican general made himself
master of Alexandria, he laboured to gain the
affections of the people by repeated professions
of esteem, and some marks of friendship, next
marching forward to meet the Mamelukes, the
enly enemy whom he pretended to oppose. His
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army having suffered much from thirst and fae
tigue m its march through the desert, at last
espied the banks of the Nile, into which the
threw themselves, clothes and all, and’ dran{
most abundantly. The beating of drums in-
stantly called them to their ranks, on the ap-
pearing of 800 Mamelukes, well armed, and
‘mounted on horseback, who attacked the divi~
sion under General Desaix, but were totally de-
feated, after a severe engagement. The next
conflict was of a more desperate nature, the
Mamelukes being more numerous, and fighting
with more determined obstinacy. The next was
still more bloody, and decided the fate of Cairo,
which Bonaparte entered, after encountering a
‘'very warm opposition from the Beys. He spoke
in high terms of the firmness and resolation of
the Mamelukes, because they fought with the
most astonishing valour. This obtained the
pame of the battlé of the Pyramids, because it
was fought within sight of these stupendous
piles.

Having got possession of Cairo, Bonaparte
‘marched forward to complete the conquest of
Egypt, and pursue the obstinate Beys, who were
flying before him. Ibrahim, the chief of them,
betook himself for safety to the deserts of Syria.
General Desaix pursued Mourad Bey ; but al-
though his troops were very much dispersed by
the engagements he had sustained, they could
not be said to be either taken or conquered.
About the end of October, a serious insurrection
broke out among the inhabitants of Cairo, who
_did not appear to be satisfied with their French
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‘masters. General Dupuis being informed en
the morning of the 22d, that a multitude had
.assembled in the vicinity of one of the chief
mesques, went to disperse them at the head of
‘twelve of his cavalry; but they declared that
.they were not satisfied with the taxes, which .
. was the sole cause of their meeting. Perceiving
" that they discovered no inclination to disperse,
‘General Dupuis attacked them, which they re=
turned with stones and other weapons of a si«
milar nature, one of which wounded the French
neral so severely, ‘that it terminated his ex-
istence in & very short time. The number of
‘the Turks continued. to increase, retiring to
‘their mosques, which they centinued to fortify,
‘but the French forced the greater part of their
gates, and the unhappy insurgents were put to
death. Fresh numbers supplied the place of
the slain, and the carnage continued for three
days, during which upwards of 3000 men, wo
men, and children, were put to the sword.. Bona«
?arte, after quelling this insurrection, issued the
ollowing strange proclamation, which we think
worthy of a paragraph by itself.
‘¢ People of Cairo, perverse men have led you
astray, and they have perished. God hath com«
manded me to be mild and merciful towards the
people, and I have been so towards you all. Is
there a man among you so blind as not to see
that fate directs all my operations? Is there a
man among you so incredulous as to doubt, that
the whole of the universe is subject to the em«
ire of destiny? Let the enemies of the people
ow, that‘when the world began, it was write
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ten, that after having destroyed the enemies of
Xslamism, and overthrown the cross, I should
come from the farthest part of the west, to fulfil
the task which is imposed upon me. Make the
people see, that in more than twenty passages of
thngoran, that which has happer{ed has been
foretold, and that which will happen is equally
. explained. I might demand of each of you to
tell the most secret thoughts of his heart, for I
-know them all, even those which you have never
divulged to any one; but the day will come,
when all the world shall know, by evidence too
strong to be denied, that I am conducted by or-
ders from above, and that no human efforts can
prevail against me. Happy they who are the
first ta attach themselves to me.”—This has been
denominated shameless audacity, but it appears
to us to be worse than audacity. One part of it
resembles the reveries of a madman, and some
paits of it contain abselute blasphemy, for he
ascribes, omniscience to himself, which is an ine
communicable attribute of the Deity.

Bonaparte committed many acts of hostility
against the Porte, yet he still professed himseif
anxious to preserve the friendship which had
subsisted between it and the French Republic.
To prevent the Turks, if possible, from formin
any alliance with Great Britain, was his grang
object by such pretences ; for if such an alliance
should bave taken piace, the forces of both coun-

- tries would be united against France. The Turks
did form this treaty, and it seemed the deters
- mination of both to drive the French out of
Egypt. ~ Bonaparte en his part was not idle, but

. 3 ' |
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“used every effort in his power to thwart the dg-

‘'signs of his enemies; to accomplish- whiclé-he
prepared an expedition into Byria, to ﬁm
ce on the Djezzar Pacha for fﬁ?h
Iy reception to Ibrahim Bey ; and to destroy thie
‘preparations made in Egypt against the Freiih
y the British and Turks. On the 22d of Dé-
cember he marched for Suez, of 'which h¢j
possession on the 6th of January.  There e 6l
tained information that the Djezzar had ‘bebh
‘appointed Pacha of Dsmascus and Egypt, aél
at a part of the troops he had collected thielie
‘had reached Bl Arish, only a day’s journey
‘the desert. The battering train of artilk
sent by Bonaparte to be shipped at Alexandii,
and he wrote the following letter to the Djezimtr
before his departure. “ Since I came into Egype,
I have told you many times that my intentich
was not to make war against you, but againét

" the Mamelukes. You have given no answerte

"thy repeated overtures. - 1 told you, that I di-
sire you to'drive 1brahim Bey from the frontiets
of Egypt. So far from that, you have sent troeps
to Gaza, and even to El Arish, which is six
leagues “within the territory of Egypt. I wifl
~march in a few days against St. John d"’Aocrt.
But why should 1 take away the few years thit
remain froth the life of ani old man whom I ha
never seen. I wish to be merciful, not on}
wards the people, but towards the great.

have no reason to'be my ‘enemy, for yow
formerly the enemy of the Mamelukes ; .baboute
i n'm*&iend and the enemy of the =iy

b &¥he Englith, and I will do you

il - m
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good as I intend to do you harm. Send me
your answer by the messenger, ‘who has full

rs o treat with you. - I shall set out for St.
John d’Acre the 24th of the month: I must,
“before that time, have your answer.” It is cer
“tain, however, that no answer was sent to this
letter. : .

The assault of General Regnier’s troops was
epposed for some days by the garrison of El
Arish, but it surrendered atast to the remain-
der of the army under General Bonaparte. Ne
farther opposition was experienced by the French
army, whieh continued its mareh through the
desert, and after reaching Gaza, from which the
enemy retired, the French entered the town,
‘where they found large quantities of provision
and military stores. It was treated ina friendly
manner, and immediately placed under military
suthority. The army then marched threugh a
sandy desert of vast extent, to the town of Jaffa
(the ancient Joppa), where the enemy made & -
formidable appearanee. The French imme-
diately began the siege of the place, which was
taken after an obstinate resistance, and the
greater part of the garrison put to the sword ;
but as the remainder took refuge in their mos-
.ques, the French officers and soldiers refused to
pursue the helpless fugitives, and spared every
andividual who implored their clemeney.

Some have given us a most dreadful account
of the conduct of Bonaparte towards 3800 pri-
soners, with whom he felt himself encumbered.
The action we allude to, is so repugnant to the
feelings of all civilized nations, sdthough we

[ 4
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bave no less authority for it than the konour of @ -
British officer, that our readers must find it ex~
tremely difficult to believe it. .Bonaparte nat
being satisfied with the lenity of his troops just
mentioned, made a severer trial .of their obe-
dience, and having given orders that these pri-
soners should be marched to an eminence about
a mile from Jaffa, when they- were surrounded
by thé infantry of General Bon, the whole of
which fired upon them at once, and the unfortus=
nate Turks fell dead by huudreds, the soldiers
bumanely dispatching those with the bayonet
who hady escaped the fury of the bullets. "It is -
said that General Kleber refused to comply with
the order, without instructious in mriting, whea
Berthier was sent by Bonaparte to enforce obe-
dience. Prior to this scene of butchery, the
French commander in chief inspected the prison-
ers, among whom an aged Janissary engaged
his attention. * Old man, what do you do here #”
said Bonaparte. ““ I must answer that question,”
replied the Turk, « by asking you the same,
and you will no doubt reply, I come to serve
my Sultan ; so do I to serve mine.” Bonaparte
smiled, which Jed some person present to say to
- one of his aids-de-camp, .t He is saved.” No,”
said the officer, ¢ thut smile does not proceed
from benevolence, but revenge ; remember what
I'say.” The poor old man was left in the ranks,
and suffered. Weare informed by Mr. Burdon,
that Dr. Wittman was afterwards at Jaffa, and .
saw the very spot where the horrid murder was
- rommitted, and he gravely brings this forward -
‘as a convincing proof of the fact, The Dr.
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might see a spot which wassaid to him to be the
spot, but what person in his senses would take
such hearsay evidence for a crime so atrocious
and inhuman? We have just as good ground
for believing that the 'spots on the shoulders of a
haddock were made by the thumb and forefinger
of St. Peter. ' , '

* It has likewise been said, that the sick among
thewrmy at Jaffa were too numerous to be main-
tained, in consequence of which Bonaparte hint-
ed to a physician, that he must be relieved from
such a burden ; but he boldly refused to comply
with such a dreadful proposition. He found an
apothecary, it is said, who had no such scruples
of eonscience, but dispatched 580 soldiers by
larze dozes of opium; mixed up with some plea~
sant food. One authority, seemingly conscious
of the difficulty of believing this story, says, it
must be remembered that Bonaparte is a Cor«
sican. What a strange argument! as if a man
possessed of the feelings of humanity could nat
be born in the island of Corsica, as well as an
where else. .We must likewise observe, that
this ‘story has been given up as fabulous by the
most respectable writers, some of whom were b
no means attached to Bonaparte, but rather the
reverse,.and their testimony in such a case must
be very important.

After these things Bonaparte marched ' to-
watds St. John d’Acre, where the utmost exer«
tions of his military talents, so prodigiously be-

ond mediocrity, were for the first time baffled.
%'he French opened their trenches against thig
place on the 10th of April, when the less of theiy, =

-
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battering artillery was severely felt, which had .
been taken by Sir Sidney Smith, and were soon
to be employed against Bonuparte by an ex-
perienced emigrant officer of engineers. The
troops which belonged to the Pacha were far
from being regularly disciplined, yet they were
three times more numerous than those under
Bonaparte ; they possessed abundance of provie
sions, while his troops were nearly in a staté of
_ starvafion; and in addition to these advantages,
he had to send a considerable number of his lit
tle army (only 10,000 when he left Cairo) to op-
pose a multitude of Mamelukes, Janissaries, and
Arabians, destined to dttack him in one direce
tion, while the Djezzar made a despérate sortie
on another. Hearing that they were about to
form a junction, Junot was detached in order to
prevent it, who succeeded in conquering one of
their armies near the village of Loubi. Bona-
parte not being as yet assured of their complete
overthrow, Kleber was sent with an additional
force; but as their numbers still continued to in-
crease, he marched in person with the main body
of his army, and accomplished their utter de-
struction in the battle of Fouli. Having thug
delivered himself from any farther molestation
from the inhabitants of the country, he returned
to the siege of Acre, which the exertions of the
British rendered every day more difficult;and
laborious. Many of his troops were carri'eﬁ off
by the pestilence, and perpetual sallies from the
garrison continued to distress them, on which
account he began to think seriopsly of abandon=
ing the enterprise as altogether hopeless ; and af-
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terattackingit during sixty days (some say sixty-
nine,) he determined to depart from the walls of
Acre. With such profound secrecy was the de-
parture of the army conducted, that, as it com«
menced in the evening, the enemy were wholly
ignorant of it till the ensuing morning, when’
scarcely a single trace of the French army was
left behind. Bonaparte set fire to 2 number of
villages which had offended him on his march,
and put the unfortunate inhabitants to the sword. -
He reached El Arish in the course of thirteén
days, and in another period of the same dura<
tion he arrived at Cairo, where by his orderly
and rapid return, he filled both the inhabitants
and the garrison with the utmugst astonishment.
He 'had twice traversed the most inhospitable -
desert, in the course of five months, and com-
bated a prodigious number of enemies, of nations
and manners so entirely different.

It will be admitted as a fact, that the defeat.
of Bonaparte before St. John d’Acre was mat-
ter of triumph to the British, yet this event can-
not be said to .letract from his military talents
and abilities. It should be carefully remem-
bered, if we have any wish to make a proper
estimate of the business, that he was then in a -
country where he had to cope with every possi-
ble difficulty in procuring provisions; he was de-
prived of his heavy artillery ; he was called to
contend with one of the ablest engineers of the
old school of France; he fought against an'army
at least three times more numerous than his own,
driven to desperation by the reports of his un-
relenting cruelty, and he was finally induced ta°
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raise the siege at any rate, from considerations of
infinitely greater motment. When these circum-
stances are candidly considered, it will surely he -
allowed, that, whatever praise may be due to Sir
Sidney Smith, and te much he is entitled on ac-
count of his activity and spirit, it would be the
height of absurdity and national partiality to
say, as some have foolishly done, that he is in
the least equal to Bonaparte as a soldier, or asa
man possessed of general talents. We cannot,
we mill not deny him the merit of being a brave
officer, but to make him equal to Bonaparte, the
most consummate general who perhaps ever ap-
peared upon earth, would be.quixotism run mad.
We sincerely request it of our readers, as they
value their own discernment, carefully to distin-
guish between Bonaparte as a soldier, and Bona-
parte as a man. In the one case he has no pro-
per parallel in the annals of history, while in the
other, he is too often criminal. Sir Sidney
- Smith, says Mr. Burdon, in his second life of
Bonaparte, is as far superior to him in one point,
as light is preferable to darkness: he is possess-
ed of British generosity. Many ‘acts of cruelty
have been ascribed to Bonaparte, some of which
we are by no means disposed to deny ; but we
are well assured, that the man who can approve
“ of cruelty in others, has dispositions capable of
cruelty himself; and Mr. Burdon has admitted
that Sir Sidney did approve of cruelty in the
Turks, calling the Djezzar Pacha an energelic
old man, who was the most detestable tyrant
that ever Turkey produced. We are told like~-
wise, that the name, or rather nickname, Djezzar,
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signifies a butcher in that language. The cruele
ties excercised by this monster, or in the words
of Sir Sidney, by this energetic old man, towards
his subjects, appear to transcend all belief, were
they not fully authenticated. - British officers
have declared, that it was no uncommon thing to
see people walking about the streets of Acre de"
prived of their noses, ears, and limbs, by the
barbarity of this- butcher of the human race;
and it is a matter well known that he put the
French prisoners into sacks, two and two toe
gether, and thus threw them into the river, in
which horrible manner upwards of 400 perished.
From such energetic old men, may Almighty
God deliver the whole human raée ! Before such’
a tiger as this, Bonaparte must appear as an
ang’loof light. —_— . )
Soon after the return of Bonaparte to Cairo,
he found that the Turks were determined, if
possible, to retake Egypt, having brought for
* that purpose an hundred ships into the bay of
Aboukir, from which they landed 10,000 troops,
gained pessession of the castle of Aboukir, and
were constantly receiving new. accessions of
strength. This induced Bonaparte to leave
Cairo, on the 16th of July, and in ten days he
was in a situation to give them battle. Theac-
tion termimated in the defeat of the Turks,
10,000 of whom were destroyed, and in a few,
days the garrison laid down their arms, which
was taken possession of by the French. This
may be considered as the last military transac-
tion of Bonaparte.in Egypt ; for being made ac-.
-quainted with the disorderly state of affairs in
S ; e
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France, whose armies were vanquished abroad,
he resolved to leave the army and return home,
where he had now the most flattering prospects
of reaching the zenith of his ambition. None
but General Berthier was made acquainted with
his design, and he sent orders to Admiral Gane
theaume to provide him with a frigate, and let
him know when the British and Turkish fleets
-were out of sight. This agreeable information
he received about six in the evening of the 18th
of August, ahd at nine he sent orders to all
those whom he designed should accompany him
to Europe, to meet him at the time and place
agreed on, and not on any atcount to_open their
instructions, prior to their arrival. They ine
stantly obeyed, left behind them what property
they had, and their horses on the beach. Seal«
ed orders were sent to General Kleber, appoiat=
ing him to the chief command of the army then
in Egypt, and on the 28d of August 1799, Bona=
parte went on board ; but adverse winds detain«
ed him in the bay of Aboukir till the 25th, and
he reached Ajaccio in the island of Corsica on
the Ist of October, where he lay wind bound .
till the 7th; and after he had escaped the vi-
gilance of dll the British cruizers, he made the
port of Frejus on the 9th of the same month.

¢ To make a.fair estimate,” says a certain wrie
ter, ““of the evil and the good which resuited
from the expedition to Egypt, we must not be so
far blinded by. the one as to lose sight of the
other. The murder, distress, and misery of in«
nocent men, whether among the conguerors or -
the conquered, are unquestionably evils of no inv
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considerable magnitude, and will lie heavy on
the heads of those by whom they were either
wantonly occasioned or aggravated. The exam-
ple of that treacherous violation of civilized cus-
toms by which Egypt was invaded, when her
government was at peace with the French, is
also an evil, whicl it requires much good inten«
tion and many good consequences to palliate ;
and I much doubt whether the sum total of the
advantages which have resulted, either to the
natives. of Egypt or the rest of the world, can
balance the fatal precedent of so gross an attack
the laws of society. The blessings of

ciwilization are so great as almost to make .
amends for any price that may be paid for
them; but at this enlightened period of the
world, are nations to be civilized by the sword ?
These whg are inclined to be of the same. mind
with Mr. Burdon, will be ready to put the ques-
tign, what had the French to do in Egypt? If
it be contended that the love of plunder or a
thirst for conquest took them there, be it sg, for
the sake of argument ; and permit us to ask, in
our turn, what tosk the British to the East In«
dies, or the Spaniards to South America? Surely
none will be bold enough to make the sturdy as-
sertion, that the peaceable inhabitants of those
distant regions were intermeddling with the af-
fairs either of Britain or of Spain. . We presume
to say, that the chief merit of the present Life
will be found to consist in its impartiality, and
while we. shall never palliate nor disguise the
ilt of Bopaparte, where that can be undenia~
bly established,. we wish those who are perpe-

C 2 ’

-



64 LIFE OF BONAPARTE.

tually raising the hue and cry about his crimes,
to consider well if their own country be inno-
cent. We are firmly of opinion that the best
method of civilizing any country whatever, is by
the gradual operation of commercial intercourse.
One advantage obviously resulting from the in-
vasion of Egypt by the French, is the superior
degree of knowledge respecting that country
which it has been the means of giving to the
world ; of its natural, moral, and political state,
of the present manner of living, and its remains
of antiquity, on which accounts we will yenture
to recommend to our readers the perusal of De-
non’s travels in Egypt. These may by some be
denominated mere objects of curiosity, but te the
man of science and research, they are an abso=
lute luxury, C
_* On Bonaparte’s return to France, eyery frfend
of that country expressed their joy and exulta=
tion, because they considered him as the enemy
of anarchy and eonfusion, and the chief support
of well regulated liherty. He passed through
no place where the cry of ¢ peace, peace,” did
not resound, and he might be said to have enjoy=
ed’ a perpetnal triumph from Frejus te Paris.
On his arrival in the metropolis, . he had an ine
terview with the Directory; the courts and
streets through which there was a direct passage
to the Luxemburg, were filled with spectators,
. who discovered the utmost impatiepce to beh'ola
 him agpin, and their expressions of joy seemed
to give him much more satisfaction than when
he returned from Italy. He coridescended to
shake several soldiers most affectionately by the
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hand, who had served with him during his me=
morable campaigns 'in ‘Italy, and his manners -
were miore open and ‘affable than seemed consis-
tent with his natural reserve. ]

" He reached Paris on the 16th of October, and
in'less than a month the constitution of 1795
was totally subverted. This interval was no
doubt employed by him in devising measures
for the accomplishment of the plan he had in
view. A splendid, dinner was given by the Di-~
rectory on the 7th of November to Bonaparte
and Moreau, in the temple of victory, at which
time the company consisted of 750 guests, the
chief design of which was to delude those with
the appearance of friendship, whose political ex<
Jstence was so near a termination. It is generally
‘believed that Sieyes made the first proposal for
subverting the Directorial government to the
unambitious Moreau, by whom it was rejected,
but readily agreed to by Bonaparte, and on the
"7th of November there was a meeting of a num-
ber of the deputies in the house of Le Mercier,
where the proper measures were concerted, and .
the 9th' of the same month was fixed on for the

rand exhibitien. To hasten the execution of
the plan, the committee of inspectors sent mes-
*sages to about 150 chosen members of the coun-
cil, charging them to meet in the Thuilleries at
8 o’clock in the morning of that ‘day, although
very few of them were made acquainted with the
business. When théy met, in pursuance of the

_invitation rcceived, it was found that about a
hundred. of the most furious Jacobins had been
left gl,l,yof‘-tlxe list, no doubt intentiorally. Cas-

. o 3 : '
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“not, reporter of the committee, opened the meet-
ing by an able speech, fully stating the imminent
‘dangers. which threatened the existence of the
Republic, as well as the alarming conduct of the
factions, and concluded by moving that the as~
sembly do adjourn to St. Clond, agreeably to
the 102d and 103d articles of the Constitution ;
that the execution of the decree should be com=
mitted to Bonaparte, and te him be given the ~
chicf command of all the troops in Paris, whether
belonging to the line or the national guard. This
-decree was carried by a great majority, and that
instant Bonaparte appeared at the bar, attended
by Berthier, Moreau, Lefebre, Macdonald, and
‘other French generals. When the Presidentin-
formed Bonaparte of his appointment, he de-
livered the following speech. ¢ The Republic
was upon the brink of ruin, but your decree has
saved it. Woe to those who wish for anarchy,
whoever they be. I and my brave companions
inarms will arrest their course. Let us not seek

~in the past for examples to justify the present.
For nothing in history resembles the conclysion
of the 18th century, and nothing in that resem-.
bles the present moment. We wish a Republic
founded on liberty, on civil liberty, and national
representation, and we wjll have 1t. I sweag it,
and I swear it also in the names of my brave
comrades.”—< I swear it,” was instantly returne
ed by the other generals, and the sitting closed
amidst the acclamations of ¢ Long live the Re~
public.” . R

Thus easily was the Directory overthrown,

and a consular government established in its
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stead, composed of Bonaparte, Sieyés, ‘and Ro-
ger Ducos. . Barras, one of the Directors, who
was the-chief instriment of Bonaparte’s eleva
‘tion, sent his secretary with his resignation, and
waited in his carriage to know the result. The
haughty, and we must say, ungrateful answer
of the First Consul was, < Tell him that I de-
sire to hear no more of him, and that I trust I
shall eyer make the authority respected which
is entrusted te me.” Upon this heé raised his
voige so as to be distinctly heard by the grena«
diers at the door, and exclaimed, ** What have
you done with the country which I left you so
flourishing? I left you peace, and I have found
war. [ left you victory, and I have found de-
feat. I left you the treasures of Italy, and I
find nothing but oppression and poverty. Where
are the 100,000 heroes, my companions in
arms, whom I left covered with glory? What
is become of them? Alas! they are no more.
This state of things cannot last long ; in three
years it will end in despotism. But we are for
a republic, founded on the basis of equality, civil
liberty, and political toleration. If you believe
the assertions of the factious, we are the enemies
of the Republic; we, whe have strengthened
it by our labours, and cemented it by our blood ;
but we wish for no better patriots than the brave
men who have suffered in its dervice.” This
speech was highly applauded by all-who were
within hearing of it, and the secretary of Barras
Went away in confusion to report what he had
heard. Barras resolved to repair instantly to
his country house} but as he was rather appre-
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hensive for his personal safety, he requested that_
a party of horse might be allowed to escort him,
which was readily granted. -
On the 10th of November, the two Councils
met at St. Cloud, where the troops were assem-
bled before them, planting themselves in every
avenue which led to the castle, in.consequence
of which none of the deputies could pass without
producing their medal, nor any person whatever
who could not produce a ticket signed by the
committee of inspecti{l, and the number of these
was but small. The business was opened by a
speech from Gaudin, who proposed a committee
of seven members, to consider the most proper
nieans for providing for the public safety, which
motion, it was believed, would be instantly car-
ried ; but as the meeting was uncommonly full,

o

it was warmly opposed by that restless and tur-

‘bulent banditti, the Jacobins, the wretched au-

thors of all political mischief. Bonaparte in this
respect was to blame ; for on the preceding night
it had been proposed, that a ticket signed by the
inspectors should alone entitle any man to ad-
mission ; but this was opposed by Bonaparte,
who never apprehended that the Jacobins pose
sessed so much power, and whose very admise

. sien e could easily have prevented, had he ex-

erted his abilities. These were a set of mis-
creants, who verified the tabulous accounts which
have been given of the salamander. He enter-
€d the Counal of Ancients under a strong ima
pression of his danger, and with more oagil\.ption
of mind than he ever felt in the field of battle,

~
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amidst rivers of blood, and fields of carnage, he
thas addressed them :— )
< Representatives of the people, you are placed
in no common circumstances ; you are in the
mouth of a yolcano, which is ready to devour you.
Permit me to speak to you, with the frankness of
a soldier, and the candour of a citizen, zealous
for the welfare of his country. You informed
me pf your dangers, and I hastened to your as«
sistance with my brother soldiers. Is not the
blood which we have shed in battle, a sufficient
})roof of our devoted attachment to the Repub-
ic? Have they who dare to lift their voices
against us, given similar pledges ? They speak
of a military government, and a conspiracy.
Alas! the most dangerous of all is that which
suorounds us every where, that of the public
migery, which continues to increase. Have not
ignorance, folly, and treason reigned long enough
in our country ; have they not committed suffi«
cient ravages P 'What class has not in turn sufs
fered by them? Have not Frenchmen been long
enough divided into parties, eager and desirous
- to oppress each other? The time is at lengh ar-
rived to put an end to these disasters. You
have charged me to present you with the means,
and I will net deceive your expectations If I
had any personal or ambitious objects in view,
I needed not to have waited till this time to
realize them. Before my departure, and since
iny return, I have been often sollicited to take
the reins of government. I could make disco~
veries which weuld silence the greatest part of
my calumniators ; but I will content myself with

E
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saying, that Barras and Moulins entreated me

to overturn the government, and place myself
at the head of affairs. I rejected their over-
tures, because liberty alone is dear to me, and
because I never wish to serve any faction or
eny party whatever; I wish to serve the French
{;pple alone. Let us not then be divided.

nite your wisdom and your firmness to the
force which surrounds me, and 1 will devote my-
self to the service of the Republic.”"— Anfl to
the constitution,” - said Linglet. * The consti=
tution !” said Bonaparte, in the hest of indigna=
tion, “ Does it become you to name it? What
i it but a heap of ruins? Has it not been suec-
cessively the sport of every party? Have you
not trampled upon it on the 18th Fructidor, the
28th Floreal, and 28th Prairial ? The constitu-
tion ! has not every kind of tyranny been exer-
cised in its name. since the day of its establish«
ment? Who can be safe under it? I3 not its
insufficiency manifested by the numerous crimes
which have been committed in its name, even
by those who are swearing to it a contemptuous
fidelity ? All the rights of the people have been
unworthily violated, and to establish them on
an imnioveable basis, we must endeavour to es-
tablish in France, Republican lit erty.” In this
speech we find none of the studied embellish-
ments of rhetoric, because it was delivered ex-
tempore, but in this view we must grant that it
exhibits uncommon eloquence, although his sub=
sequent conduct has too elearly evinced, that it
was devoid of gincerity.
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Here he was in great danger of being assas~
sinated, but still more so in the Council of Five
Hundred, to which he next repaired. Many
members exclaimed with violence, ¢ Down with
the tyrant, down with the dictator,” while others
loudly vociferated,  kill him, kill him ;” and
pistols, poignards, and fists, were promiscuously
aimed at him. Arena, who was a native of
Corsica, struck dt him with a dagger, but the
stroke was received by a grenadier on his arm,
else it probably would have consigned Bonaparte
to the grave. In this dangerous situation, Ge-
neral Lefebre advanced at the head of the gre«
nadiers, and carried him out. He thén mount-
ed his horse, and made an effort to address the
troops, but in such a feeble tone as was scarcely |
audible. The Council of Five Hundred decreed,
. that the Council of Ancients had far exceeded
its powers in appointing Bonaparte to the chief
command of the troops, since it exclusively be-
longed to the Directory ; but they probably did
not know that the Directory no longer existed,
as a majority of its members had given in their
resignation. . At this awful moment he was tot-
tering on the verge of ruin, had not his brother
Lucien, during this solemn pause between des~
truction and triumph, mounted a horse, and de-
livered an oration to the troops, in which he
stated, .in strong and energetic language, the
dangers of the country from the triumphs of
the Jacobins, and concluded with these memors
able words : ¢ Generals, soldiers, and citizens,
they only are the representatives who have fole
lowed me out of that seditious sssembly ; they
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who remain there, must be expelled by force.”
‘The troops immediately exclaimed, « Long'live
Bonaparte, long live the Republic.” The cham-
ber was instantly ordered to be cleared by a
company of grenadiers, whereupon the specta-
tors leaped out at' the windows, but the members
waited their arrival. Every member who valued
his own preservation, was requested by a general
of brigade to leave the chamber, and join the
president, with which many deemed it proper
to comply. Another officer declared from the
chair of the president, ¢ Representatives, the
commander in chief requires that you will quit
this room.” As numbers of them shewed signs
of reluctance, the officer exclaimed, ¢ Grenadiers,
advance.” On the beating of drums, the grena-
diers came forward, and a shameful scene of
confusion immediately ensued; but the chamber
was cleared in the course of a few minutes.
The members, as they fled out at the doors and
windows, were received by the people with hisses
and other marks of hatred ; and such was the.
shame with which numbers of them were cover=
ed, that they tore away the badges of office as
fast as possible, which were next day found in
the surrounding ditches and plantations. The
Directory was superseded by a censular govern=
ment, consisting of Bonaparte, Sieyes, and Ro-
er Ducos. )
Popular satisfaction and applause hai'ed the
arrival of the new Consuls at Paris, who held
their first sitting at the Luxemburg, where  the
palace of the Consuls of the Republic,” was made
the inscription, instead of * Directorial Palace.”
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‘of nearly 50,000 men, comarided by General
Berthier, a man equally acquainited with the ri«
.gours of war, and the intricacies of negociation
and intrigue. As Bonaparte had resolved to
open the campaign in Italy in his own person,
he ordered the army to wait for him at Geneva ;
on the 12th of June he reviewed the vanguard,
commanded by general Lannes, the whole being
next day in motion for mount St. Bernard. As
they marched through Switzerland, the ease,
simplicity, and aﬂ'abi%ity of his manners were
_universally pleasing, the grandeur of the scenery
“of that fascinating country having afforded him
much pleasure, and induced him to throw off his
_gloomy reserve. When he passed through it be~
fore, he conversed with familiarity and ease, though
‘paturally inclined to speak little, and he constant=
1y appeéared to bé pleased with the simplicity of
nature, which is said to have been characteristic
of Danton and Robespierre. He visited Madame
Saussare, the widow of the celebrated mineraloe
gist, with whom he conversed about half an hour
with the utmost familiarity and freedom. He
‘supped at the house of the prefect, stood and -
conversed for two hours together, entertaining
the company with several anecdotes respecting
Egypt, some of which were calculated to_excite ,
& laugh. His aids-de-camp observed to some
ersons in company, that the conversation must
ve been highly agreeable indeed, bLefore it
tould engage his attention for such a length
of time, %10 epic poem ever contained a greater
number of astonishing events than the second
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conquest of Italy by Bonaparte, and the pas«
sage of his army over the great St. Bernard
was little short of a miracle. He performed
three times more in five days, than Flannibal
did in fifteen, though the latter had no heayy
artillery to transport. Both were men of talents
far superior to the rest of mankind, and it would
be superfluous to exalt the one by a comparison
with the other.

Confiding in the inexhaustible resources of his
own mind, he promised to his army before set«
ting out from Dijon, that they should be at

ilan in the course of two decades, which he
performed, after a complication of such difficul«
ties as no human being ever surmounted before,
inso short a time. The artillery was assembled
at St. Pierre, and the mind which was capable
of conceiving the vast project of its passage, had
also discovered the means. Having dismounted
the great guns, and placed them in hollow trees,
they were drawn by a certain number of soldiers -
according to their weight ; the wheels were car-
ried on poles over men’s shoulders; the axle-
trees, and empty waggons were placed on hur~
dles constructed for the purpose at Auxanne,
and the.ammunition was put into fir boxes,
which were placed upon mules. The men wha
should convey each waggon with its cannon,
were promised 500 livres, but théy nobly
refused the offer. The path across the moun-
tain was 30 extremely narrow in many places,
that only ope man could pass itat once, without
spaning the hasard of being buried among the

. o .n 'l : ’
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snow. From an excess of fatigue,and when near«
1y exhausted, they dipped their biscuit among the
snow, which they considered as highly refreshing.
Each man was allowed a glass of wine when they
reached the convent of the great St. Bernard, a
scasonable refreshment, of which they stood very
much in need. They had still 18 miles to de-«
scend, before they passed the most perpendi-
cular part of the montain, where their greatest
difficulties commenced. The horses could scarce-
1y be kept from slipping by the greatest care
and attention ; and the soldiers, in spite of ald
their précaution, with difficulty kept their feet,
'so as to preserve themselves and horses in the
proper path, being every moment in danger of-
‘being precipitated into the gulph below. The
commander in chief slid down on his breech for
upwards of 200 feet, his aids-de-camp going be-

fore him. :
_ The strong fortréss of Bard still impeded the
army in its march, situated amidst rocks and
" precipices ; but Bonaparte determined to capture
it, towhom nothihg appeared impracticable ; and
it surrendered to the French, after it cost them
immense labour and fatigue. The first consul
at one period was so completely exhausted, that
he slept for two hours upon the ground, when
the trogps filed past him, making as little noise
as possible, being very unwilling to disturb his
repose. When he entered ‘Milan the second
time, it was little inferior in splendor to the first.
" Those who had been incarcerated, or plundered
of their property, on account of their attachment

’
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to the French, were setat liberty, and had their
Ppossessions restored. :
On the evening 'before he fought the dread-

_ful battle of Marengo, he went alone, and sur-
veyed with attention the plain on which the
awful scene was to take place. He was on horse~
back during the whole of the day, and returned
‘at night to the camp completely drenchéd with
rain. On the 14th of June, by the break of
.day, the troops were roused from their slumbers
by the roar of cannon at a distance, and the
whole French army was in the field in a few
minutes, after a slight repast. It was discovered
about 11 o’clock, that the outposts of the French
had been attacked by the Austrigns, in conse-'
quenceof which Bonaparte instantly mounted and
repaired in great haste to thescene of action. The
extent of the enemy’s line was about six miles.
To gain Voghera was the great object of the
Austrians, in consequence of which the retreat
of the French might be cut off ; the charge was
incredibly violent, and the conflict was terrible
beyond description, although scarcely two thirds
of the French were in action, The troops in the
rear were ordered to advance, but the division
" under the command of Desaix was yet at a con-
- siderable distance. The left wing of the army,
. under the command of General Victor, first bee
gan to give way; the infantry retreated, and
the cavalry were severely repulsed ; the enemy
had also gained ground on the right wing, and
followed up the advantages they dcquired with
the utmost rapidity. Bo:;aparte himsslfadvanced
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in front, in order to prevent a retreat, and his -
body guard of horse kept their station no longer
‘near him, but were eager to take an active part in
“the conhict. The consular guard of infantry sup=
ported a most dreadful assault from the enemy,
without being assisied by - either cavalry or
artillery ; and though they were forced to yield,
their retreat was as orderly as if they had been
on parade. But all these exertions failed of pro-
ducing the desired effect; the retreat of the
French became general, the centre began to give
way, and the Austrians turned both their wings.
Bonaparte, upon this-occasion, dlsplayed incre-
dible activity, to animate’ the remaining troops
who defended the road and a defile through
which they were passing, being inclosed by a
thicket on one side, and by a spacious and lofty
thicket on the other. The left of this place, so
memorable for blood in the annals of war, was
flanked by the village of Marengo, and the
French had to sustain the thunders of 30 pieces
‘of cannon, which'tore in pieces both men and -
trees ; the falling branches of the latter accom-
plished the destruction of those who were only
wounded at first. At this dreadful moment, to
give a description of which sets all language at
dcﬁance, and even baffles xmagmatlon to form
an adequate oonception of it ;—when the earth
every where around him was nearly covered with
the dead and dying, and cannon balls with irresis-
tible fury were tearing up the ground beneath
the feet of his horse, Bonaparte seemed to smile
at deathin all his terrifig forms, giving his orders
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with that astonishinig coolness which is peculiar
to himself. He beheld the tempest with indif- -
ference ; his countenance never once changed,
nor did he seem agitated for a moment. While
using all his endeavours to rally his flying troops,
he said, ¢ Recollect that it is my custom to sleep
on the field of battle,” a seasonable reprimand,
which preduced the desired effect, bringing many
of them back to thegir duty with redoubled vigour.
At this.instant Fortune appeared to have for-
saken him, but in a short time was again upon
his side. The Austrians found it impossible to
force the defile, which was defended only by a
bandful of Frenchmen, with such heroic intre-
pidity ; and in a short time the reinforcements
began to come up. Monnier and Desaix arrived
_with their respective divisions, and after a forced
march of 30 miles, and meeting their flying army
in all directions, nothing could retard their ra-
pidity. Having looked attentively at their be-
loved commander, they felt themselves disposed
to face every danger, and think of nothing but
victory. Melas, the Austrian commander-in-
chief, finding that his centre had to contend
with such numerous difficulties, from the obsti-
nacy with which it was resisted by the French,
formed the idea of extending his wings, in con-
sequence of which he was firmly persuaded that.
‘he would entirely surround them,and thus render
it impracticable for them to retreat. By this
movement he was prevented from seeing all that
passed, and was of course unacquainted with the
reinforcements which the French had received,
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.As Bonaparte constantly kept a watchiful eye on
-his antagonist, he instantly availed himself of
this blunder, formed his army into clese columns,
and poured his whole force upon the Austrians
with irresistible fury, by which means the defile
was cleared immediately, and the enemy defeated
“at every point. The division under General
Desaix jumped over hedges, ditches, and mounds,
while the division of Victor on the right carried
the village of Marengo. The gallant Desaix
entirely cut off the Austrian left wing, at the
village of St. Stephano; but he was mertally
wounded by a musket ball in the very midst of
" -his triumphs, by which his valuable existence
was terminated ; and Bonaparte was much af-
fected by the loss of such an officer. After his
death the battle did net last long, for his troops
were so fired with resentmént for the loss of
their favourite commander, that they charged
the enemy with redoubled vengeance, putting a
period to the cenflict in a very short time, and
pursuing the Austrians in every direction, whose
safety from utter destruction was entirely owing
to the approach of night.

Although Bonaparte was victorious abroad,
and the arms of France were on the eve of com-
pleting the subjugation of Europe, his life was
in imminent danger from a conspiracy at home.
The persons concerned in this plot were com-~
posed of royalists, Jacobins, and what were cal-
led moderates, all of them men whose fortunes
were ruined, and their ambition disappointed 3
who united in one common scheme for the sake

.
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of plunder or prefernient, having no desire to
free their country from slavery, since Bonaparte
as yet had not evinced hiinself a tyrant. Their
scheme, however, proved abortive, yet it fure
pished him with a sufficient pretext for assum« -
ing a degree of authority incompatible with free-
dom.. The instrument fabricated for his de
struction was a machine of a singular nature,
which, by some mismanagement was too late
in exploding, in consequence of which he passed
on to the opera house’ without having received
the smallest injury.” On the day before it took
place, the minister of police received some ob«

- scure hints of the design, with which he next
morning acquainted Bonaparte, and obtained for
answer, * That’s your affair, not mine.”—< Will |
you go to the opera, then,” rejoined the minister.
“ Without doubt,” said the Consul.

"Bonaparte shewed a wish to substitute his own
will in the room of the constitution, by a law
which pdssed the two legislative councils by a
very small majority, the design of which was to
imstitute a special criminal tribunal, in- order to
set aside the trial by jury, and enable all the
judges to decide in a summary manner against
all who were enemies to the state, in consequence
of which the life of every man was placed in the
utmost. jeopardy. This attack on the constitu~
tion was a fatal precedent, for wherever liberty
is guarded by certain established principles, the
first inroad may be considered as demolishing
the whole. The advances of Bonaparte towards
supreme authority were slow, regular, and systes
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matic ; he assumed the trappings of state, to try
how they would be received ; the etiquette of 2
court, a levee, drawing raoms, and all the ap«
pendages of monarchy, were seemingly highly

agreeable to the people of Paris, who still retain=

ed some of their attachment to royalty ; the term
female citizen was abolished, the feudal appella~
tion Madame being substituted in its place, and
the epithet Monsieur was permitted to be adapte
ed at pleasure. These things seemed to prove
that the design of Bonaparte was to banish every
trace of that revolution to which he owed his

elevation, His attackson liberty, and his strides '

towards' empire, kept pace with each. other, and
svery day produced some, new .departure from
that sacred right for which the people of France
had -suffered such a complicption of calamities.
When the councils were dissmissed in a peevish
humour, the consular guard was augmented,
prior to which the establishment of religion had
-not long taken place. - :

It was his constant wish to.appear the patron
of literature and science; whose bounty was dis»
pensed by his brother Lucien, wha likewise af=
fected a passion for literature, and two.or three
speeches made up of flowing periods, acquired
him the reputation of a man of taste, These
are said to have been ¢omposed by the assistance

.of his dry nurse Fontanes, a report, the truth of

which we are very much disposed to call in ques-
tion. It has a strong resemblance to an account
xespecting his brother, by which he had been
announced @3 dead, at :lesst ten ﬁmm}efou




LIPE OF BONAPARTE. 83

this period, although he is still alive for any
thing we know to the comtrary, and: yet ' killed
ether twenty times moré. ‘The pension of 1..100
per annum, given to the'amiable. St..Lambert,
80 years of age, and whom' the revolution. had
ruinéd, was certairily a-poor compensation fora
man of poetry and- philosophy.

- - Not long after Bonaparte obtained the' Con.
suls?up, he made a numbeér of experiments; in
order to ascertain how far it would be pruderit
and safe for him to proceed-; and to find out"the
temper of the people, he hinted at a very early |
period, that he expected some more interesting
reward for his past services than any thing which
they had yet bestowed. - In the month of July,
1800, he declared to a committee which was
sent to him upon business of no great moment,
¢ That, after the time of his consulship was ex-
pired, and for a year longer; he would accept of
nothing from the people;; butif, after that period,
they chose to apply to him the “article of the con-
stitution which decrees, that some great recom-

se shall be given to those warriors who have
signalized themselves in defence of the Repub-
Iic, he would then accept their kindness with
gnatitude.” It is by no means improbable, that
the article to which he here alluded, had been
inserted for the express purpose to which he at
this time applied it.

No man in the smallest degree acquamted

with the life of Bonaparte, can bring himself to

* believe, that by the re-establishment of Popery

in France, he had any serious design to de ho.
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nour, to the Seeof Rome, since hisconduct in mat~
ters of religion has invariably given the lie -to
his professions. - It will always hold good with
.vespect (to religious. topics, that the man who
_professes to believe every thing, in fact believes
.nothing at all. In Italy he was a Christian, and
in Egypt a true Mussulman, from which phi-
.losophy" draws this conclusion, that he wasmei-
ther the one nor the other. Ifa man believes
sthat the earth rolls round the sun, he cannot. at
. the same time believe that the sun rolls round
the earth. He found, howéver, that in every
country religion was an.object of importance
with mest men, in consequence of which Lie saw
_clearly that it might be made subservient to the
interest of his ambition.. In this manner we
" shall be at no loss to account for his memorable -
Concordat, the first article of which points out
the advantages to be gained by the civil aver the
ecclesiastical power, since the Reformation, and
_mentions the submission of the church to the -
state. “ The Catholic, Apostolic, and Roman
religion, shall be freely exercised in France; its
.worship shall be public, but conformable to the
regulations of police which the government shall
Jjudge requisite for the general tranquility.” 2d.
« The Holy See, in concert with .the govern-
ment, shall agree to a new circumscription of
French dioceses.” To lessen the number of
- ‘priests is manifestly the object of this article.
The: Consulta at Lyons again represented the
farce of liberty, which bad ‘been so frequently
successful in the hands of Bonaparte, and the ex-
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pence was 0. be.paid by the kalians. Ifany
.credit is to be.gisen te the Frenich accounts,
ahout 450 of the most respectable and enlighten~
.ed. characters. wgre tg become supseryient-to the
pleasure of Bonaparte; and be the taols of his
-ambition.. These men declared, as if whelly un«
acquainted with. patriotism or liberty, that.nota
single individnal except Napoleon -Bonaparte,
.eoulgl properly have the sovereignty.of the coun-
.try conferred upan him, “They virtually threw
.themselves at his feet after a flaming ‘speech de~
livered by the president, and another by Bona-
parte, whom they requested to become the head
of their government. . In the whole of this trans-
action, it is manifest that both -parties had got
their lesson by heart : -Bonaparte had prebably
iyformed them what to say, and they would have
a pretty strong guess what he was to answer.
.There was next a- something brought forward,
which went by the name of a constitution, in
which the various powers of government were so
confusedly huddled together, that, with the ex-
ception of the president’s supreme authority,
none of them could be distinctly perceived, which
confusion was intended to keep despotism as
much as possible in the back ground, which was
no doubt paying a compliment to the spirit of
the times, as open and avowed tyranny must
always be disgusting, without some artful con-
trivance to give it the appearance of liberty. In
states which were much indebted for their exis-
tance to the sword of Bonaparte, there can be
little doubt that his influence would have becn

I
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very censiderable, but no penetration could have
previously discovered that it -was his design to
-place himself at its head, svd rule i a country
with an abgolute sway, in which he could net be
personally present. S
- The news-ef the preliminaries of peace being
signed between Great Britain and France on the
15t of Oetober, 1801, as it was unexpected, sfs
forded the sincerest joy and satisfaction. Soink
wore of épinion that' the repose of Europe would
‘never agginbe disturbed ; others were apprelec-
sive that its duration would not exceed a few
iyears; til both parties had acquired sufficient
-stretigth to enable them to recommence hostili-
‘ties ; but they whe regarded it as nothing more
‘than & truce,—a cessation of arms for a few
months, discovered themselves the ablest politie
cians of the whole, They seem to have under=
stood what would be the consequence of power
on the mind of Bonaparte much better than
others, especially than those who gave him cre-
dit for sincerity. :
With the dastardly spirit of a Roman Senate
during the existence of the empire, the councd
general of the department of the Seine, proposed
that a monument should be erected in honour of
Bonaparte, which he refused with appearances of
modest dignity ; but he had more important ob-
jects in his eye, and it was no great proof of selfe .
deniel -in one who always affected to despise the
applause of the multitude ; yet the answer he re-
turned was very well conceived, and expressed
in a manner extremely proper for the occasiomn.
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¢« The idea of dedicating- monuments to, men
who render themselves usefal to their. gountry,
is honourable to nations. I acoept your.offer;
let the place be marked out, but leave to future
ages the care of constructing the statue, if they
“sonfirm the good opinion which you entertajn of
wme,". When the senate of Rome returned their
thanks to the Emperor Nero, his, reply was,
“ Quum menuero,” that is, when I shall have
deserved it, which we are assured he never did
deserve, but rather. a halter. Bonaparte seems
o bave had the wards of Nero in bis eye ; but
we are not inclined to push comparisons too far.
. To commemorate the restoration of religion
snd peace, in order to deceive beth the British
snd French, a magnificent. religious ceremony
, was erdaineg to take place iu the church of Notre
Pame on the 18th of April, 1802, at which the
whole family of the first Consul was present.
Had there been any kind of analogy between his
civil eminence and his moral character, his ungle
and mother must have regarded this, which in
fact was nothing but the most abominable mum-
wery, as a transporting sight ; yet if they were
m any measure acquainted with his heart, it
must have occasioned many a heavy sigh, and
Kthaps floods of tears, to think what humanity
d suffered to procure his exaltation. ~The
archbishop of Paris consecrated the sword of
Boraparte, as if it bad been meant fo poiat out
bis subsequent exaltation to imperial dignity 5
the minds of the weak were wrought upon by all

2
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the splendoir of religion arid the magnificence of
state, that in their imagination the church and
the throne might be united. '
We cannot pass over in silence the conduct
of Bonaparte towards the miserable.inhabitants
of Hispaniola, perhaps the most atrocious and”
abominable in the whole of his unexampled ca=
reer. When this island was ceded-to the French
in 1795, in consequence of the treaty with Spain,
it sufferéd all the miseries of oppression under
the diffefent tyrants of France, who followed
each other in mournful succession ; it was rent
.in pieces- by its own .inbabitants as well as by
the wrétched despots’ who were sent out to go<
vern it. In 1797, the Directory nominated thé
black General Toussaint Louverture, to be come
mander in chief and governor-gefiéral of the
island, because tliey considered him as qualified
. for such an important trust, as he so gallantly
defended it against the British, and discovered
such a determined resolution to restore internal
tranquillity. His talents were above mediocrity,
although born and bred a slave, and seemed to
possess the milder virtues.which Christianity is
fitted to inspire; his manners were generous
and noble, and suclr as might make even Euro=
peans ashamed. He performed every thing
which could in reason be expected, by virtue of
the commanding influence he possessed over the
minds of the negroes. Bonsparte, however, was
unwilling to admit of an independent sovereigr
-An any country whatever, which had formerly
. been in the possession of France, nor allow that
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any man should be independent of him, whom
be believed himself qualified to subdue. He
therefore determined to bring Toussaint to.an
explanation, or subdue him by force of arms, a
resolution which was neither liberal, just, nor
bumane. Toussaint had without doubt done
mach good, and his power was equally as legal
as that of Bonaparte. If the one was usurpa-
tion, so was the other. In order to subdue the °
island, Bonaparte fitted out 26 ships of war, and
£5,000 men, to bring about the subjugation of
Toussaint, but his cause ang that of his counw
trymen was only avenged by the ravages of the
sword and pestilence, so that scarcely 1000 men
eut of the 25,000 ever returned to France. The
army thus butchered in that inhospitable island,
was chiefly composed of veteran troops, whose
residence in France, it is probable, gave Bona-
parte some unéasiness. 'The chief command of
it was given to General Le Clerc, said to be a
man fully qualified for condicting such a cruel
expedition. The Consul addressed a proclama-
tion to the inhabitants of Hispaniola, which had
s)me appearance of moderation, and a letter to
Toussaint, in the former of which he invited the
mple to return to their allegiance, and in the
er he requested Toussaint to accept the office
of lieutenant, under Le Clerc, who was appoint»
e captain and governor-general ot the island.
The fleet destined for this expedition reach«
ed Cape Francois on the 2d of February, 1802,
when Le Clerc sent an officer on shore, to
iaform the commandant of the place, whose
: 3

L
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mame was Christophe, that the First Consul of
France had sent him to take possession of the
island, and to accept the submission of the in-
habitants. He aleo sent him the proclamation
of Bonaparte, accompanied with his own, and
fully expected that no opposition would be given
to the landing of the French troops. Christophe’s
reply, no doubt by the orders of Toussaint, was,
‘that- he would by no means acknowledge the au-
thority of Fiance, nor allow a single man to
come on shore. The army, however, did land
on different parts of the island, and commenced
the most shocking and barbarous war to be found
recorded in history. The troops under Le Clerc
were the first to give no quarter—men who
should -have been pbssessed of much greater
humanity than the unfortunate blacks, whom _
they came to destroy. Coisman, who was tutor
to the children of Toussaint, related the mcet-
ing to the minister of marine, between them
and their father. His letter was, no doubt, in-
tended to give an unfavourable representation
“of the black general, and yet in spite of this de-
sign, it conveys a striking proof of his affection
and high-minded generosity. The sly tutor,
perceiving the father and his sons all dissolved
in tears, clinging around the necks of each other,
thought it a seasonable moment for sounding him
on his fidelity. < Is it Toussaint, the friend of
France, whom I am about to embrace?” ¢ Can
you doubt it ?” said the general. His son Isaac
gave a detailed account of every thing he had
been told by the Chief Consul and the captain-

'
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general, to which Toussaint listened with the
most profound attention. I then presented to

him the box containing the Consul’s letter, which’

he read, and appeared satisfied. ¥ entreated him
to declare that he had no knowledge of the cruel-
ties which had been committed at the Cape, and
pressed him to surrender himself to the captain-
general.” It is passed. over in silence in this
letter of the tutor, that this great man, after he
" bad hesitated for some time, and almost yielded

to his proposition, exclaimed, ¢ No, I'cannot

betray my brethren and my God take back my
children, since it must be so,” Next day Tous
saint wrote to Le Clerc, after ‘which a corres=
pendence was continued for some time ; but as
the parties could not be brought to mutual sgtis~
faction, hostilities were recommenced with great-
er fary than before.

Oh the 5th of May, the blacks were obliged
to submit to the terms of the French, by which
means the children of Toussaint were restored
to him, -and he went to his estate at Gonaive,

& mournful proof how dangerous it was to cone

fide in the promises of Bonaparte Here he had
a detightful opportunity of exercising justice and
compassion ; but nothing short of unconditional
submission could satisfy his imperious temper,
and then he could only be pleased by the vilest
treachery. Therefore, under the pretence of a
conspiracy which Foussaint had scarcely time
to conceive in his own mind, much less to put

in execution, ,he was seized with his whole fa~
mily, in open defiance of the most solemn treaty, -
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put on board of a frigate, and sent in irons t»
France, where there can be no doubt that he
was secretly butchered in some shape or other.
We have not forgotten the fate of the gallant
Pichegru, and Bonaparte, if he durst, would
have dispatched the amiable Moreau in a simis
lar manner. The negroes have frequently been
represented as cruel, stupid, and wholly incapa«
ble of being civilized ; but, in opposition to this,
let us contemplate the character of Toussaint,
and . it will appear manifest to every unpreju~
diced pesson, that in the possession of whatever
is truly amiable and honourable to human na-.
ture, he was superior to Bonaparte. The natives
of Hispaniola afterwards avenged the cause of
liberty and the murder of Toussaint in a severe
manner ; but the cruelties which may be com-
mitted by the savages of Africa will cease to
create astonishment, when civilized Europeans
are guilty of setting them the bloody example.
What caunse have they for wonder, who delight
in shedding innocent blood ! We can be sorry
for nothing so much as that the dreadful retalia-
tion does not always fall where it ought.

When Bonaparte dictated a' constitution to
Switzerland at the point of the swotd, he gave
another terrible proof of his imperious nature and
disposition. That unfortunate country, in which
peace, virtue, and happiness once reigned trie
umphant, was the last which experienced French
tyranny in all its dreadful effects, after the prin<
ciples of the Revolution had been trampled under
foot, and when the governments of every coune

.
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try within' the reach of French influence, were
doomed to be changed. The Swiss for- some
time beld out against their oppressors with: &
spirit which would have done honour to the sup~
porters of William Tell, but their force and
counicils were divided by intrigues anjd the om<
nipotence of gold, and were therefore incapable
of opposing any longer the arms of France. The
diét of Schweitz dissolved itself, which had Been’
the focus of insurrection, and this fixed the fate
of Switzerland as an independent country; while
the constitution imposed by the chief Consul
humoured the ancient prejudices ard habits of
the people to a certain extent.

Bonaparte fought many desperate battles for
the French’' Republic, and frequently avowed
himself to be a Republican, but that he ever
was 8o in reality, it would be ridiculous to affirm.
The time was now fast approaching; when he
was to give indubitable proofs of the reverse, to
break off all correspondence with Republicans,
and possess no longer any respect for those very
principles to which he owed his elevation. Men
of penetration had long perceived this, as well
as his attachment to monarchy, not like a philo~
sopher, because it was a theory which he pre-
ferred, but entirely with a reference to himself,
as it afforded the best means of grtifying his:
ambition, the predominant passion of his mind,
His attachment to royalty was manifested everr
By things very trifling 'in themselves, such as
his ‘use of the term subjects, found in the treaty
o peace between France and Russia, unques«
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tionably not without design ; and we cannet help
remarking, that when this term’ is applied te
the people at large, every Republican idea is
completely destroyed. This unlucky phrase
subjects, alarmed the few genuine Republicans
who were still found in the tribunate, in conse~
quence of which an explanation was required
from government ; but that explanation rather,
too clearly evinced the design with which it had ,
been applied. Bonaparte, in his letter to the
unfortunate Toussaint, made use of the term.
We, which has always been employed as dis-
tinctive of sovereign authority, and it appears
that it was used by him intentionally, as wel
as frequently.

When he resolved to make rapxd strides tow |
wards the assumption of monarchical power, he
did not luse sight of the press as a masterly epe
gine in his band for that purpose. . He come
pletely enslaved it, in which even men of litera<
ture assisted him, and nothing could be printed
without the consent of goverament. The re.
mains of liberty in this respect in Britain, was
matter of indignatien to the government of
France, and the freedom of . election, however
limited, was regarded as a defect. Roederer,
F:evee, and Portalis, who once were the stree
nuous advocates of liberty, now employed all
their talents in the vindication of absolute mee
marchy, while Bonaparte was sapping the founs
dation of every thing valuable in the human
mind, that his subjects (for so he ventured te
call them,) might be prepared for the most abe
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Ject slavery. Houses' were opened for balls,
gaming, and lotteries, as encouragements t0 un«
bounded dissipation, and for corrupting the pub=
lic mind, while Bonaparte was lecturing on mo«
rality to the institute, and religion to the clergy,
notwithstanding he held both ini the most sove.
reign contempt. ;

On the 6th of May, 1802, a daring proposal
was made in the Tribunate, that some striki
proof of national gratitude should be conferred
on Bonaparte, which was conveyed to him by &
deputation, sent to congratulate him on the

with Great Britain, and his style oh this,
as I former occasions, was fulsome in the ex-
treme. In short, it required to be read backe
wards, and of course the terms patriotism, cotun-
try, philanthropy, public happiness, and social
good, were to be considered as importing ambi«
tion, vanity, and self-interest. It is thus evie
dent, however, that men must at least pretend
to consult the public good, before they can ever
hope to gain the public confidence. To cheat
the people of France, Louis XIV. found it only
requisite to flatter their vanity, but Bonaparte
endeavoured to arrive at the same object by
pretending to consult their interest.

The promotion of Bonaparte to supreme power,
has very properly been considered by some as &
species of tragi-comedy, by means of which,
the French people were deluded into a surrender
of their liberty and civil equality, and all the
scenes which were consequent on this, served
te pave the way to the establishment of heredi-
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" tary empire. Bonaparte, however,. was. notisax
tisfied with the degradatign of the French peo~
ple, as he had likewise in view the sybjugation
of all the countries of Eyrope,. without which
his vast scheme of ambition could not.be ma- "
tured.” These were not only to be rendered, pas=
sive, but timid ; not only humbled, but self-abas-
ed ; not only despised by others, but ashamed
of themselves; they were to present such.a
spectacle as Europe has rarely bebeld, of an in-
solent, imperious individual trampling on, the
necks of all. other sovereigns; they were to ree
vive the times of popery, when Gregory.VIIL.
puffed up with spiritual pride, like Bonaparte
with ambition, extended his dominions over the
face of the earth ; when kings and princes were
considered by him as subjects, and he mounted
his horse with his feet on the neck of an em-
peror, his stirrups being held at the same time
by two monarchs. The nextpart of Bonaparte’s
drama was to. be performed by the conservae
tive senate, by decrecing the addition of ten
years to the customary duration of -the Consul-
ship, while nothing but their gratitude was
decreed to the other two Consuls. While this
matter was under discussion in the senate, it
was observed by Languinais, ¢ That4t was ra-
ther singular the French should give themselves
a master from that very island whence the Ro-
anans disdained to chuse their slaves.” To this
Peltier replied, ¢« That the Romans were at
liberty to chuse their slaves from whence they
pleasced, but not theéir masters,” The other two
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Consnls then camge forward and declared, that
the resolution of their colleague to accept the
-honour conferred on him, was a splendid ho-
mage to the sovereignty of the people, and de-
creed that the people should be consulted on
that which concerned their dearest interests,
¢ 'Shall Napoleon Bonaparte be Consul for life #”
For this purpose registers were opened in the
different communes of the Republic, for ascer~
taining the votes on this momentous question.
This had all the appearance of respect for the
people, but the manner in which it was conduct-
ed made it no better than an insult. The
strength of the miljitary prevented any man from
giving a negative, by which his life and liberty
might be endangered ; and the actual number
of votes thys procured, bore a very small pro-
portion to the whole population of France. The
success attending this part of the plan, afforded
fresh spirit to persevere; and the next scene was
epened with the question, ¢ Shall Napoleon Bo-
naparte nominate his successor ?” A pretence
.was made that this came from the people them-
selves, but as the registers were very slowly fill«
ed up, we have good reason to believe that the
people were both bullied and slandered. On
the 10th of August, the registers were closed
by the senate, and théy proclaimed the result
of the election, and decreed Bonaparfe to be
chosen Consul for life, which was presented to
him by a speech from Barthelemy, in the mid-
dle of a diplomatic audience, and answered by -
Bonaparte in such a manner as it was natural
K
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to expect, 1 am happy to have been called
by him, from whom all things emanate, to re-
atore justice, order, and equality on earth.” If
this be not blasphemy, we must of necessity
give up the divine benevolence. o
The favourable circumstances attendant en
the commencement of Bonaparte’s power, were
surveyed with no small degree of sitisfaction b
the moderate friends of liberty ; for although 1
must be granted that they did not find in him
every thing they could have wished, they were
ready to make every possible sllowance, which
could be suggested by the nature of the times,
the characteristic temper of the French people,
and the peculiar manner in which the surrouude
ing nations were affected. They beheld in him
few things to censure for a number of months af-
ter his accession to power, but many to applaud,
yet they paid teo mach' regard to the voice of
calumny and detraction, which represented him
as possessing every odious quality, though orice
the friend of freedom, and on account of these
they regarded him as an object of hatred ; a
discovery which is rather to be attributed to ma-
lice than to penetration. It was’their firm reso-
lution to think every thing ill of him, and we
cannot affirm that they have been greatly disa
pointed ; yet their praise would have been with-
‘held, had he even continued what he formerly
appeared to be. As long as they could persuade
themselves that he was honest, the friénds of li=
berty and moral melioration continued t6 adhere
to him, even after he had given too many strik«
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ing prbofs of the reverse. But when the pros«
pect of an immediate rupture with Great Britain
carried him to the utmest pitch of resentment

making him transgress the common bounds oz
decorum, such as pardoned his re-estabhsbment
of popery, asking the Consulship for life, and de«
manding the suppression of British newspapers,
acknowledged themselves tohave been egregious=
ly duped, and united in execrating the man
whom they considered as at once a deceitful and

unprincipled tyrant.

. The next institution of . Bonaparte which was
atteuded with danger, and respected the defence
of his future throne, was the Legion of Honour,
msemblmg the order.of Cincinnatus established
by Washington, being a vile attempt, to introduce .
distinctions of an aristotratical ‘nature, and dea
signed to destroy that Republican equality which
exalts or honours mankind, only on account of
their merits, talents, or eﬁicml am.honty .Some
. may no doubt reckon it harsh to institutg 3 com-

ison between these two, or insinuate any thing
against the character of General Washmgton,
yet we have good authority for saying, that he
was not averse to distinctions of an aristocratical,
or even a meonarchical nature; and had he not
Jbeen born in & country of stauncher Republicans
than the French were, in all probability he would
have died a king, if net an emperor. This point
seems ta be placed beyond a doubt by the order
of Cincinnatus ; but what was. intended to estas
blish aristocracy in America, proved its destruce
tion in France. The sword was sheathed fora

‘2
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little between Great Britain and France, but thie
pen was employed with reprehensible virulence,
the Moniteur being used by the one party, and
the Times and the Sun by the other, which pour-
ed forth the most terrible invectives against each
country, in order to depreciate their constitu=
tion, government, and resources ; from whichit
was very naturally concluded~that the peace
would not be of long duration.
No-sooner was the Legion of Honour decreed,’
than Bonaparte formed the resolution of extin«
ishing the only remajning spark of liberty yet
ound in the constitution. He obtained the'
power of arbitrary imprisonment, banishment,
and the utter suppression of every species of
writing with which he was not satisfied; all which
could not furnish abundant fuel for his ambi«
tion, and therefore he resolved to make every
-civil office dependant on himself, and to controul
‘the administration of justice, and the new con«
stitution was hurried through the Conservative
Senate -during one day’s deliberation, being next
day promulgated in the form of a law.: He es-
‘tablished arbitrary power at home with great
success ; next turning his attention to foreign
countries, new modelling the empire of Germany,
and making the other powers of Europe subser-
vient to bis wil. The arrangement of the ‘ine
demnities having proceeded slowly, by no means
suited to the native impetuosity of his temper;
he prevailed with the Emperor of Russia to in=
_terfere in adjusting the claims of the different
parties, which had little appearance of being seon

* PR
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adjusted ‘through the medium of discussion,
 apd the emperor submitted a plan of -
settlement to the German Diet, which was aca
cepted as the conclusion of this tedieus affair.
T'o banish in tato the simplicity of the Repub-
Hcan government, and bring back the forms of
menarchy, as preparations to something morg
substantial, Bonaparte decreed that the garments
of all the public functionaries of justice should
be nearly similar to these which were made use
of under the old government, not wishing to ad-
mit the axiom, if possible, to eist any longe,
that men should be estimated by their'merit,
and by that standard alone. The most zealous
friends of monarchy have long since acknow-
ledged the folly and inutility of many forms,
- which were perhaps necessary in times of gross
ignorance, with a view to keep the people in awe,
. by giving to public officers of authority, a degree
of veneration almost more than human. It will
be readily admitted, we believe, that some sert
of distinction is necessary to point out the per.
sons who are vested with superior power, but
every thing beyond this can only subject them
to the ridicule of those who are possessed of dis-
cernment. We know that this ig the case in
“ Britain, and it would be impossible to bring these
things back again, if they were once fairly abo.
lished. The large wig end the black patch which
are worn by a judge, can surely add nothing to
- the genuine respectability of the man, more than
“the plain dress of a country justice of the peace,
and the members of ss dissenting cpngregation

.. -
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pay as ‘much deference to ‘their minister in a
plain ‘black coat, as can be expected by a doctor
of divinity with a white surplice and a scarlet
hood ; for it is the man alone who can make the
office esteemed.

The -determination of Bonaparte to establish
dedpotic power, was likewise évinced by the .
manner in which he new-modelled the National -
Institufe. - This society originally consisted, of
three classes, each of which was again divided
into sections; but he made the classes four in
number, in which many of the former sections
were united, a new class added, and two sections
raiséd into classes. Nothing can be so hostile
to the {iews of tyranny as those studies which
lcad to the investigation of the origin of power,
the rights of man, the duties which the members
of society owe to each other, and the means by
which political knowledge may be. both diffused
and preserved. It would perhaps be difficult te

. assign a reason why the section of political eco-
nomy was banished along with those researches
which might prove inimical to the views of ty«
ranny ;° for we know that Bonaparte always af-
fected at least, to be anxious for the improve-
ment of the agriculture, comimerce, and manu-
factures of France, so as to raise them above all
other nations, and therefore why should political
economy be proscribed ? The reason may pro-
bably be, that-he was fond of no species of learn=
ing beyond what is properly ornamental, or to
mathematical science, which is wholly uncon-

= ttected with the conduct of mankind, They are

AN
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se far from being hostile to despotic power, thiut
physical and mathematical sciences, have been
said to flourish most under such govémments,
while those which tend to the improvement . of
man can only flourish in a state of civil liberty.
It has been remarked by.some, and no doubt
with great propriety, that if Adam Smith, Mon-
tesquieu, and Stewart had been in France at that
time, they would have been excluded from the
institute, ‘ :

Werewe to affirm that Bonaparte never didany
thing well, it would be the height of calumny and
detraction, the grossest blindness and prejudice ;
and to conceal the geod he has done, would be
malevolence in the extreme. It is indjgputable
that his talents are great for the civil ‘admini-
stration of a country, if we only examine the
civil code and the national almanac ; for although
these may not have been the result of his own
individual wisdom, they are both much indebted
to him; and what a man approves of in other
people that is entitled to approbation, renders
him deserving of praise, though inferior in de«

ree to that which belungs to the inventor. The
%‘rench nation was divided into departments by
the constituent assembly, but their administra-
tion, by means of civil and criminal tribunals, -
is well adapted to secure the execution of the
Jaws, and the unionof the government, withevery
t of the empire, Were they always in the
bands of honest men, they might powerfully con-
tribute to preserve the comfort and happiness of
the.people; butthe passions peculiar to Bunaparte

A}
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were too strong for the effects of his wisdom,
_ - and converted every thing into the misery, ra-
ther than the happiness of the human race.
When hostilities were on the eve of recom-
mencing, the first act of violence we find Bona-
parte guilty of, was the detaining of the British
who had gone to visit France during the exis~
tence of an ephemeral peace, although they had
a particular promise of security. This was no
doubt a shocking violation of the laws of civilized
war, probably more so than any other which is
to be met with in history, and it afforded a ter-
rible specimen of the manner in which the war
was to be conducted on the part of France. No-
thing after this need be matter of astonishment
in the life of Bonaparte. The British were not
only detained, but were likewise to be put te
death, and many of them would no doubt: have-
suffered, bad the issue of the war proved cala-
mitous toBfrance. b ed th o
After Bonaparte had subju the greater
part of the Cop:tinent, he er;’lpig:yed everfvf?!’ort
to reduce Britain to a similar situation ; and
when he was obliged to attempt openly what he
could not dccomplish by fraud and deceit, his
resentment became unbounded, as he had no
conception that the British ministry would pe-
netrate his designs, nor that such vigour and
"unanimity would be exhibited by the people at
large. We believe that he always saw the abe
surdity of attempting to invade this country,
whatever hie might at one period pretend ; but
* & laboured to accomplish his object by the ruin
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of our commerce, and exhaust both our patience
and our funds by protracting the war ; in both
of which hé completely failed, as will be seen’in
the sequel.-

It may here be proper to mention the parti=.
cular eircumstances, which occasioned the breach
between Bonaparte and the.court of St. Peters-
burgh, which do not represent the late Emperor
of France in the most amiable light, but are
rather descriptive of his irritability, peevishness,
haughtiness, and the extreme littleness: of his
mind ; they prove how impatient he was of op«
position, how he held in contempt the establish-
ed forms of refined society, and therefore they
_ speak more forcibly than whole volumes of his- -
tory. - Count Markoff possessed a very superior |
degree of urbanity of manners, and was well
.acquainted with the world, on which account he
was extremely much disgusted with the conduct
of Bonapart€ towards the polished Lord Whit<
worth, when he was publicly affronted by him
in the midst of a diplomatic circle, and was the
only person who ventured to shew his displea= -
sure against the rudencss of the Consul. He
gave a smile of the most sovereign contempt,
_ and then went directly up to the British Am-

bassador, which filled the ruler of France with
determined hatred. Count Markeff, from this
period, was never invited to any of the diplo-
matic- dinners, nor spoken to at the leeves.
When it was proposed to request the mediation
of Russia between Great Britain and France,:
the Count, hinted, without any ambiguity, thag
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no lasting peace could be expected, without the,
restomt’ilgn of his Sardinian Majesty’s dominions,.
and an acknowledgement made by France of the
independence of Holland, Switzerland, and Italy.
Not many days after this, Bonaparte insulted
him with the most shameful and abusive lan-,
guage, and even went so far as to insinuate, that
he would confine him in the Temple, This
put a period to the attendance of Count Markoff,,
both at the Thuilleries and at St.Cloud, altho
he so far complied with court etiquette as to
his leave before he set out for St. Petersburgh.
On the 25th of February, 1804, Louis XV1IL.
was informed by the Abbé Edgeworth, that
M. President de Meyer, who was immediately.
arrived from Berlin, had a mission of great ime
{rtance to hiis Majesty from the King of Prussia..
uis received him next morning, when the,
president explained the nature of his business ;.
proposing to him, in a very egrnest, but respect~
{ul manner, to give up his claim to the monarchy
of France, in return for which Bonaparte would
allow him a very ample indemnity. The unfor~.
tupate soverejga instantly answered him by re-
Jeeting the proposition, and in two days wrote to.
him the following dignified letter. “ I am far
from confounding Bonaparte with those who have
preceded him. 1 think highly of his valour and
his military talents ; neither do I feel ungrate~
ful for many acts of his administration; for
whatever is done for the benefit of my people, .
shall always be.dear to my heart. I cannot pre-
tend to know what may be the intention of the, -
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Almighty respecting my race and myself, but I
am well apprized of the obligations imposed upon
me by the rank to which he was pleased I should
be born. As a Christian, I will continue to
fufil these obligations to my latest breath, As
a descendant of St. Louis; I will endeavour to
imitate his example, by respecting myself, even
in captivity. Asa successor of Francis I, I-will
at least aspire to say with him, « We have lost
every thing but our honour.” That Bonaparte,
circumstanced as he was, should have been the
author of suchr a scheme, is by no means asto«"
nishing, but it is matter of surprise indeed, that
the King of Prussia should have had the mean«
‘ness to be the mediom of such a dispicable pro‘
Eosition. What littleness of soul does this ex

ibit, when contrasted with the dignified conw
duct of the exiled prince! The one was great
even in the midst of sufferings and calamities,
whilst the other on his throne sunk beneath the
level of his lowest subjects.

Finding there was no hope of success from
this quarter, Bonaparte grew more outrageous
than ever; increasing his rigorons measures
throughout the whole Republic, as well as
doubling the number of those infamous wretches
called spies, and ordering numbers of executions
in secret, which by degrees came to be wel
understood, and were the just causes of greater
execration than even the massucres of that
monster Robespierre. He was tormented by the
want of success, even after the ‘performance of
his ‘dirty job by so great a persénage as the
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King of Prussia ; finding.also that an invasion
of Britain was impracticabde ; that his barbarous
proceedings in Hispaniola produced an effect
the very reverse of what his mind had presaged ;
that his threatenings in some of the European
.courts were in a great measure disregarded, and
that France itsclf appeared weary. of his usur-
pation.. The prisons were said to be much
fuller than at any former period. .

The Chamber of Hell, so called by those who
visited it, is a long, damp, and dark room, about
10 feet below the surface of the ground, into
awhich .were barbarously driven .all those who
were suspected of being hostile either to his
jperson or government, . There they were fed on
bread and water for two days and nights, or for
double that period, by which treatment, it was
:hoped they would be induced to subscribe any
thing that might be dbmanded of them. From
this they were conducted to another unusually .

" jlluminated, to be examined by Real or Fouche.
Bonaparte attended in an adjacent closet, in
order .to be ear witness of every thing that pas-
sed. If these wretched victims of aflrighted
despotism had nothing to confess, or which
was ultimately the same, werc determined to
make none, they were ordered buck ‘to their
dismal abode, to be examined at a subse-
.quent period, before which the experiment of
the -rack was frequently tried. Few of those-
who made any confession were ever heard
-of .more, and even those who were presumed
.te. be innocent could not procure their deli«
verance without the payment of large sums
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of money, being also required to sign a declara-
tion, as well they might, of the dREAT HONESTY
AND CLEMENCY OF THE GOVERNMENT, which
was deposited in the hands of the police. Mea-
sures of such a cruel nature only rendered Bo-
. naparte the more detested, and gave birth to
a general wish for the restoration of monarchy.
Among the number of those who created sus-
-picion in his mind, our readers will not be sur-
prised to find the great and gallant general,
ictor Moreau, whom he had dared to arrest,
to the astonishment of all Europe. He was
first sent to the Abbey, and from thence to the
Temple, in the course of three days. When
apprehended on the 15th of February, 1804, he
was in his carriage, proceeding from Paris to- -
wards his country house, and the person who
performed the dirty job was General Moncey, at
the head of 50 gens d’armes, who commanded
the coachman to stop; when General Moreau,
calmly putting his head out at the window, de-
sired him to drive him to the Abbey ; to which
his servant with warmth, replied, «“ No, general,
they may take you there, that will not 7;” on -
which he dismounted from the box, and one of
the soldiers, by the command of Moncey, took
his place. ' »

Much about the same time Pichegru and
Georges were arrested, who being examined and
torturéd, agreeably to the accustomed kumanity
of Bonaparte’s government, were separately im-
prisoned. -Such astonishirig proofs ef firmness
and intrepidity were given by Pichegru, that
he was appointed to a secret death, whilst every

L
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thing was done to impregs a conviction on the
public mind, that the amiable Moreau was_ in-
cluded among the conspirators. No doubt could
be. entertained of the existence of a conspiracy ;,
but what rational being in the smallest degree

acquainted with his character, could possibly be~"

lieve that Moreau was concerned. in it? The
trial by jury was suspénded ; the report of the
grand jury had the appearance of condemning’
him prior o any trial whatever, and all men of.

penetration clearly perceived, that it was the :

ardent wish of Bonaparte to destroy him, ifthat
could be accomplished with any prospect of safe=
ty, his illustrious character being so vastly su-
perior go his own. Pichegru was secretly re-
moved, because his evidence would have proved
incontestibly the innocence of that great man.
The infant Republichad begn saved by Pichegru,
who, when he saw tyrants ruling under the

venerable, the sacred name of liberty, determin- ,

ed to renounce a cause which had been so dread-
fully disbonoured. He was murdered in a se=
cret manner, because Bonaparte durst not ven-
ture to dispatch him in public, although tyranny,
aghast, pretended aftewards, that he had been
guilty of suicide, which fromp his situation was
absolutely impossitle.

When we advert to the megns by which the *

different plots and conspiracies against the goe
vernment of Bonaparte were discovered, they
give us a-terrific picture of the state of society
i France, and of the abominations genderedlll
the Revolution. The system of police, whi

q
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was the child of Talleyrand, was made up of men
totally unknown to each other, ‘though not so to
Bonaparte. They acted as spies on each other,
and on society, were entirely supported by the
sacrifice of others, and only existed for the work
of destruction. Such iere the noble pillars of
his throne, who provéd the ruin of every honest
man whom they found it possiple todeceive ; they
swarmed throngh France, and even the whole of
Europe, insinuating themselves into the houses
*of the great, to pamper their luxury and vanity,
to watch over their actions, company, and con-
vetsation, and give in to their employers the re-
sult of'their treachery. They filled shops, thea-
tres, churches, and counting houses, in cense«
quence of which they imparted a sort of omni-*
science to Bonaparte, which was only to be em«
ployed in mischief and murder.
- To this abominable vermin the gens d'armes
were a kind of supplement, consisting of 28 le-
ions, one of them called emphatically the chosen
nd : the rest of them were stationed through
the whole of France, patroling the high ways
both day and night, stopping every traveller to
examine his pass, and were not amenable to any
man but their general officer, for whatever enor-
mities they might think proper to commit, and
. he again to the minister of police, the fountain df
his instructions. They were selected from the
most abandoned and atrocious characters in the
whole army, in which they must have served at
least three campaigns. The chosen band resided
in the seat of government, under the ministers of
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the secret police, who likewise guarded the Teyp~
ple and other state prisons, as well as the ‘secret
agents of torture and of murder. Nor must we
omit to mention, that they could not be advanc~
ed to such enviable dignitl before a five years
service in the honourable employment. of spies.!!
By these, and ten thousgnd more, who were
emphatically called his own guard, was Bouna-
- parte defended on his throne, who was denomi=
nated by, French newspapers the idol of the na-~
-tion, and who reigned in the affections of his peos
ple! A government supported in a manner so
extremely corrupt, by force and fear ; by spies,
murderers, and assassins, must have had a shbck-
ing appearance in the eyes of the world; and
- tended to the destruction of those moral princi~
ples by which mankind have been held together
in social union ; it was destructive of the finest
feelings of human nature, and reduced the whole
to the dastardly consideration of fear ; for such
as were driven to consult their own preservation
.alonc; must have been utter strangers to philan-
thropy, public spirit, and patriotism. In process
of time, the calamities of their nearest relations
were viewed with indifference, and if they could
enjoy any degree of personal security, it was to
them a matter of small importance who, might
suffer or die; they murdered unpleasant reflec~
tions by means of dissipation, and in this man-
ner they accomplished the objects of the usug-
per. .
" After the grand conspiracy was known, the
situation of Bonaparte did not appear to be en

-
-
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wiable. The root of the evil had been ascet-
tained, but it was not in his power to determine
how great it extent might be, Every man was
considered as an enemy on whom he cast his
eyes, and he appeared unwilling to confide even
in these who discovered for him the greatest at-
tachment. Both his body and mind suffered
severely, and. his distressing days were not suc-
ceeded’ by the’ balmy comforts of sleep, being
firee from suspicion in no apartment of his palace.
A man may fall upon ways and meaus to con-
ceal his. villainy from the world, but ne me-
thod has yet been found out, by which he can

fly from himself. His countenance was said to _
be pale, haggard, and wan, resulting from™ the
disordered state of his mind, while the only hope
of his own safety was made to rest on the des-
truction of others. He was deprived of present
comfort by his uncertainty respecting the future,
and his reflections continually tormented him.
-His greatest cause of uneasiness arose from the
royal family of France, to effect whose extermi«
nation. from the face of the earth he left nothing

unattempted. ‘ . . )

A proposition, it has been said, was made te
the court of Berlin, to deliver up Louis XVIIL.
a8 one of thase who were concerned in the con-
spiracy, while others are of opinion that he went
no farther than to order his papers to be search-
sed, and his body confined in some of the for«
" tresses belonging to the Prussian dominionsg
during the continuance of the war Zith Britain,
:If the fermer supposition be regarded as true,
2 :
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to which the sudden change of couriers seemed
to give rise, it must be viewed as a most abomi-
nable demand, or master-piece of cruelty. Could
motives of interest or fear have made his Prus-
sian majesty so base as to deliver up an unfor-
- tunate sovereign to the rapacity of a determined,
implacable foe, it would have tarnished his re-
. putation for ever ; and to'Have violated the laws
of hospitality, by giving up an innocent person-
.age to be murdered, would have been the ne
_plus ulira of cruelty, being a man who never
-had any personal enmity, and whose misfortunes .
never originated from himself. Had Louyis
~ XVIIIL been murdered, either by day or night,
his- death ought to have been revenged, not
igns, but of the
; and nothing
too great a sa-
- of such a horrid

Enghien happen-
s a young, loyal,
whom "no
was indeed sur-
isign against the
inot believe. He
ries of a neutrgl
céived protection
“6f his enemies,
Jead hour of the
rs. The prefect
fimined him at
 that they found
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“ nothing against him, by which his life might
be endangered. ' After a journey of 300 miles
without intermission, he was.conveyed to the

< Temple, where the soldiers were ordered to

- edrry him to the castle of Vincennes. During
the whole of his journey, he was not permitted
to-sleep, after whigh he was put into an empty
room, loaded with¥irons,, which were struck off
at the close of a few hours,. when he was con-
ducted into the governor’s apartment, -in which
were assembled his pretended judges. Here
he underwent a mock trial, destitute at once of

- ,’witnesses and jury; and.then for other twelve
hours he was huwrried back to his wretched
abode. His sentence being pronounced, he de-
sired three favours from the cannibals who were
thirsting for *his hlood, two of which were in_
some respects granted. The first, was a request
that a priest might be permitted to wait upon
hira in his last moments, which was granted

for an hour; the second request was, that a .
Jock of his hair might be sent to a lady whom
he named ; and his third request was, that he
might give the signal himself yhen the soldiers -
were to ﬁre,’ which was positively denied with
the most ferocious cruelty. * When he reached

“the fatal spot, supported by two soldiers, he
seemed to recover all his strength and- spirit for
a moment, requesting that his eyes might not

Mpe bound ; and ‘having heard the language of,

“his bugchérs (who were Italians), he thanked
the Almjghty that he was not to.be murdered
Py his'own countrymen, He then uttered these
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emphatic expressions: “ O God, save my King,
and deliver my cguntry from the yoke of a fo-
reigner ;” when the bloody signal was given,
and having fired upon him, he was instantly
pierced through with bullets, and fell breathless
to the ground. [n this mapner a race of heroes
terminated their caréer, who had rendered thern-
selves illustrious by their courage and their vira
tues. A

It is very difficult, if it be not impossible, to
give a satisfactory reason for this savage conduct

of Bonaparte. It was the height of extravagance,

if he expected to destroy the whole race of the
#Bourbons, while many of them were to be found

in different countries of Europe, which made the -

destruction of one of them a piege of the most
wanton cruelty. He designed, perhaps, by this
barbarous measure, to inspire the rest with fear,
and prevent them from making any attempt upon
his life. : Perhaps he thought, that to remove the
nearest from the throne, might be instrumentsl
'in preventing the people from being deeply in-
terested about the remaining branches. Had

aparte impgrtially weighed Ris conduct in
-this particular, .he surely must have discovered
that it could not fail to increase the numbers of
his ehemies. - More obscure characters might
have passed unobserved, and been murder-
ed with impunity, but both the inferiors and
superiors of :the Duke were interested in his
fate. We' may form some idea of the opinion
generally entertained at Paris respecting it, from

¢
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the following paper, which was fixed upon the
walls, by order of General Murat. .
“ The governor of Paris recommends to all
the officers of the garrison, and national guards,
whenever they shall have an oppaitunity, to en~
lighten the citizens on the subject of many false
reports which the ill-disposed have endeavoured
to circulate ; they have omitted nothing in their
power to spread alarin ; sometimes they publish,
that the death of Pichegru was not the result of
suicide ; and sometimes they date to affirm, that
numbers of suspected persons are shot every
night. The citizens of Paris ought to know,
that military justice, any more than civil jus«
tice, cannot be executed without public forma=
lity, and that no guilty person has been -con-
demned "by the military tribunals, without his
sentence being printed, and publicly pasted up.
The arrests which have taken place, since that -
of General Moreau, all tend to prove his gyilt.
Ducorps, one of the brigands, mentioned in the
list published by the grand judge, bas been ta-
ken at Chartres, ~ To this moment, all that the
grand judge has, and nothing but what he has
asserted, is thue. 'Although tge governor well
knows, that idle reports do not occupy the atten-
tion of the citizens of ' Paris, yet he thinks it re-
quisite to recommend to the officers of the na-
tional guard, who are dispersed in different parts
. of the city, not to suffer the public opinion to
diverge ; that of all classes. of the people is .es-
sentially connected with the confidence and afe
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fection which the First Consul has a right to ex«
pect from Frenchmen. (Signed) Murat.”

All the powers of Europe did not pass over
in silence the murder of the Duke d’Enghien,
as it is well known that the Emperor of Russia
~ entered his protest against it in the German Diet,
as Duke of Courland, affirming it to be an attack
on the peace and safety of the empire; and the
King of Sweden followed his example as Daoke
.of Pomerania, the ministers of both of these
monarchs being ordered to wear mourning at
the court of Bonaparte. A note on the same
subject was transmitted to Paris by the Em-
peror of Russia, to which Talleyrand returned
an evasive and insulting answer, charging the
Entperor with inconsistency in thus loudly de-
manding satisfaction for the Duke d’Enghien’s
murder, while he permitted those to pass with
" impunity who had assassinated his father. When
all sense of honour is lost, either by nations or
individuals, and when they can tamely submit
10 the vilest indignities, we may fairly pronounce
society to be making rapid strides towards a state
of barbarism, in which there is no security for
the weak againg the insolent abusk of the power-
ful. Why allow a ferocious individual to shed
unpunished the blood of the innocent, and in-
. sult all those who venture to exclaim against his
barbarity. © - -

Bonaparte at length ventured to proceed a
step farther than that of First Consul, and in fact
assumed the imperial dignity, thus hoping to
render his power more permanent, and fix it in
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| his'own family to the consummagion of all things.

" This design had been long whispered befpre the..

" event, anﬁ the belief was general that it would
take place; but conjecture was changed inte
certainty on the 27th of March, 1804, by an.
addressfrom the Conservative Senate tothe First
Consul, on. the- papers which had been trans-
nitted to them by the grand judge, relative to
the conspiracy of the royalists. The danger of
hirgelf and the state, was urged as a pretext for
his assuming more extensive powers. Having
only hinted at their design, Bonaparte, in his
answer, degired them to speak their sentiments
freely, and observed that he understood them to
mesn, that heghould make his power hereditary,
that the triumphs of liberty and equality might,
thus be insured, as well as the safety and pre-
servation of the country. He then took notice
of the sovereignty of the people, which in his
mouth by this time was the most unintelligible
jargon, and he concluded his rhapsody, by as<
suring them, that the happiness and glory of the
nation lay very near his heart’! All continued
silent from this period till the 29th of April,
when the following motion was brpught forward
by Curée in the 'Isﬁbunate: < That the govern-
ment of the Republic be entrusted te an Emperor,
and that.the empire be hereditary in the family
of Napoleon Bonaparte.” It is matter of astonish-
ment how the French nation could swallew such
consummate nonsense ;—the Emperor of § Re«
public !! It would be just as good sense ta say,
the absolute monarch of a democracy, The mo-"

/
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«
tion, however, wgs unanimously carried, and a
committee of thirteen members was chosen, to
consider of the most proper means for carrying
it into effect. The report was-to be received .
and discussed on the 1stof May, but the debate
was remarkable neither for length uor animation,
as only a-single persen ventured to oppose the
measure. This was the celebrated Carnot; who
had_formerly given a solitary vote against the
first extensjon of his power, thus defying his fury
by the exercise of an honest independence. Some
have called in question the sincerity of Carnot
on this occasion, and it must be granted that -
" there are imany plausible arguments both for
and against it. It has been considgred as a con-
certed plan between him and Bonaparte, to give
the air of freedom to the debate. If so, it was
- undoubtedly the most artful confederacy which
is any where to be met with, and therefore we -
cannot dismiss it without some examinstion. The
suspicion that it was a manceuvre between them, .
is said to be countenanced by Carnot’s general
character, for he shared all the bloody transac-
tions of Robespierre as a member of the Com-
mittee of Safety, which renders it the more pro-
bable, we are told, that he was equal to the per-
petration of any spécies of villainy. It is no
doubt true that Carnot was a member:.of that
abandoned committee, but he was never a party
to their bloody proceedings, and only remained
in it for the purpose of directing the military
department, in which capacity he was of the
most singular advantage to his country. It i

-
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possnble too, that he may have given, to a cer-
tain extent, his sanction to the conduct of Robe-
spierre, for every execution of which he was the
author, was by no means ufijust. At all events
e may have reconciled to his conscience his
remaining among such a groupe of monsters, as
the only situation in which he could be of real
service to- France ; "and men who have fixed the
resolution of domg good ir¥ times so momentous
as these were, do not always find it practicable -
to make choice of#heir company. One thing is
quite apparent, that when the atrocities of Robe--
spierre beeame whelly insufferable, he withdrew
entirely from their meetings, except when his
presence was rendered necessary by military
affairs, for which he was frequently reproached
by Robespierre, and their misunderstanding
came at length to such a height, that Carnot
called him a cowardly tyrant. He escaped the
punishment inflicted on the other members of
this infernal committee, for which he was pro=
bably indebted to the conduct just now men= -
tioned. '
. General Danican, in a work entitled « Brie
ds Demasques,” has not brought forward a
single fact which can tend in the smallest degree .
to criminate Carnot, who was always a genuine
Republan, alike an enemy to violence and to
servility. Not long after Bonaparte came into
power, he refused to  accommaodate himself to his
measures, and was dismissed from his service.
We are convinced that Carnot was sincere in.
his. opposition, which may be learned from his.
i .

*
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speech, replete with.such incontrovertible argu-«
ments against the establishment of 23 new em-~
pire, and such forcible accusations brought against
Bonaparte himself, that he undoubtedly over-
acted his part if he was not sincere ; and wegan=
net conceive what motives could influence Car-
not to be guilty of such meanness. It is a fact,
that his services never wese fewarded ; he had
neither the public countenance nor the private
confidence of Bonaparte, and it never was al-

- leged against him, that he either shared of hia
bounty or his honours. He mourned over the
degradation of his country, not having it in his
pewer ta restore her to liberty, though such an
happy event was the ardent wish of his soul.

. The proposition of Curée already mentioned,
was again considered on the 2d of May, and
finally adopted .on the 8d, being
pate for the sanction of their a
in their turn referred it to a ce
portof which was returned on th
11th the new constitution was.
lished. Josgph and Louis Bo
stantly vested with. the rank of

" - ness, and they and their heirs

successors -to the ‘he

eon were created ‘W

who had been thﬁ munvuicu St

ing such a valuable present to

allowed to remain in secret, wi i .

pellation of Leetitia Bonaparte. The sefety of

ey imperial son gave her much upeasiness, and
much -of her time was takan up in consulting

v
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fortune-tellers, in saying masses, and in making
confessions to her priest. It was declared by
men of discernment several years ago, that the
dominion of Bonaparte could not last long ; and
siné@ we have lived to witness its tefmination, it
may nat be improper to give their sentiments at
that time, which assumed the form of predic-
tions, but are now litéMlly true. ¢ The strength
of the revolutionary party;‘not the consent of the
people, must secure the continuance of the im=
perial governmeft, because if they prove’ more
tharra mitch for the royalists, the dominion of
Bonaparte is est¥blished ; bus if they cannot
carry this important point, it seems impossible
to prevent the retsoration of the Bourbons.

-

- Royalty appears ulready to be reckened supe- .

rior to Republicanism, and therefore the point
at issue is, whether royalty shall he administered
by the old family, or a new one; and asa de«
gree of veneration ‘is generally attached to anti-
quity, it is not unlikely that the old family ad-
herents nfty ultitdately prevail. The assumed
dignity of Bonaparte has two difficulties to strug-
gle with, the-want of prejudice ifl its favour, and
the want of virtue in istelf, both of which, we
believe, may be vanquighed in time. Should this
power pass quietly from Napoleon to his succes«
tsor, whoever that may be, it may perhaps take
root and flourish ; but if it should not exist so

Jong as the*first transmission, itswill certainly, .

fall never to rise again.” This is a remarkable
prediction, which we have seen verified iri a great
-meesure; and time only egn declare whether'it

2 ’
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has actually fallen never to rise again. We will
net hesitate to say, that revolutipnary tyrants
are the worst, for this obvious reason, that they
have neither the esteem of the people nor heredi-
tary prejudice in their favour, and their. pbwer
is not held by the force of opinion, but by the
point of the bayonet. .
The steps which paveddthe way to the trial of
General Moreau occupied nearly three months,
who in the mean time wrote a submissive letter
to Bonapaite, which has been viewed by some
as tarnishing his memory.  Its g‘r’eas lngth
precludes its insertion here, afwell as his defence
before his partial judges, the latter of which dis-
covered the great and amiable man in glmost
.. every seatence, and as a connected whole it con<
tained an indescribable something which guilg

* . could never have penned.

It is said, that at the intercession of some of
the princesses, Bonaparte affected to be very
.merciful in extending pardon to some of the
conspirators, by, which he endeavouréd to mimic
the conduct.of Augustus ; but while the soul of
“the Roman emperor possessed a genuine degree
of dignjty and generosity, that of Napolcon was
never susceptible of the finer feclings. He who
could murder the Duke d’Enghien and Pichegru,
could not be thevotary of mercy and compassiong
His determined hatred of Moreau, a man who
could design;no injury against any*person whgg-
ever, is remarkably exhibited in his conduct te-
wards such of the congpirators as yere acquit=
ted,—for -their unprincipled evidence tended
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ehiefly to criminate the great Moreau, and con=
sequently they obtained theirlives as a reward
for their perjury. His splendid victories alarm-
ed the mean soul of Boenaparte, who measured
the®irtues of that hero, by his o¥n want of
them, and concluded that his' eminent popu--
Jarity might make him stoop to be as anibitious
as himself. In everything which can add dig-
nity to human nature, Bonaparte felt him- to be
-superior to himself, and it'is evident that the
. %\thqxght 30 too, since an offer was made
' ?sumin‘g the reins of government, béfore
such tender was made to Bonaparte. - Even
a8 a sold®r, the late Emperor of France never
surpassed the retreat of General Morean thrgugh
Germany, by the valley of Hell, and Bonaparte
was too well acquainted with every thing great
*and splendid in the genius of a commander, ot
to feel so with the bitterness of envy.

The eonspitacv formerly mentioned, on ac-
count of which1] 5, Polignac the -
elder, and 3ever ir lives, and of
which a Mr. Drak& has been’ denorhinated she
chief agerit and mover, is said te ‘have been
avowed by Lord Hawkesbury, in the ¢ircular
letter"’;jttiq by him, to the different European
&:«;.;; "It was indeed denikd, that the-direct

fiition of Bonaparte was-the object ‘in

view ;"But we d¥ not think that thi#is any bet«

ter than a “distinction without:a: difference.

Whatever scheme tetids to subvert any govern«

ment, mush ultimatelyiendanger the lite of its

head, whieh is an idea perf¥ctly in unison with
3 :
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" the laws of England, which regard all atfempts
to subvert the government as affecting the life
of his Majesty, ori which account it is: pronounc-
€d high treason, and punished accordingly. It

. is certair” that Bonaparte made ' the most of
this plot he could, and it is probable that it.
was of some advantage to him in France, while
several nations of Europé perhaps lamented the
failuré of the plot. '

"In examining the conduct of Bonaparte to
foreign powers, we find that Austrig had ample
ground for alarm and complaint. A'single year
had scarcely elpsed after the treaty of Lune-
ville, till he found means to raise himself to the
presidency of the Italian republic. A little after
this, one of the Swiss cantons made part of the
Republic of France. This paved the way for
subduing the whole country by force of arms;
and dictating that form of government’ which he
thought proper, contrary to the express letter of
the 11th article of the treaty of Luneville. In
this the contracting partiesthad mutually -
Yanteed the independence of the Batavian, ﬂ:—
vetic, Cisalpine, and Ligurian republics, and
the right of the inhabitants to establish that
form of government which they: respeetively
should think most suitable to their sitvation.—
As a proof that he had already resolved on hos-
tilities withy Austria, whenevefit mighe suit his
purpose ; when he reviewed his troops, he fre-

-quently put them in mind of Marengo and Ho-
henlinden, and told them that thgy must keep
themselves in-readiness for again covgring them-
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3
selves with glory. This was a time of profound
peace. The supineness of the court of Vienna
was in part, at least, to be accounted.for from
the character of their ambassador Philip Co-
benzel. . Long before his mission to Paris in
this character, he was under the influence of
Bonaparte ; and therefore was the more readily
induced to enter intohis views, and to impose

mislead his own court. [t was owing
chery, that the following indications
to Austria did not rouse that court

of the danger that threatened her.
year 1802, Count Stahremberg, the
mbassador at the court of St. James's,
-had oceasion to visit his own country, He re-
«turned to Britain by the way of Paris, whete he
had scarcely arrived, when he was ordered by
w an officer of police, * to quit Paris in 24 hours,
and France in three days.” He could not even °
see Count Cobentzel, but in the company of
that qfficer. Tlus barsh mandate was neither
reversed nor mitigated, although Cobentzel and
himself waited personally on. Lalleyrand, and
then on Bonaparte, Such tregtment of an am-
‘bassador belonging to a country at peace with
Frange, was passed over in silengg at Vienna.
-Neither the occupying of Hanovc:ﬁ)y a.French
+army; the heavy exactions from the Hanse
Towans ; the murder of the Dukg &’Enghien,
,nor the. violation of the laws of nations with re-
spect to Sir George Rumbold—nar his demand
- that such,emigrants gs ghe Bjshop of. Nancy,
and Compte ID’Avary, should be delivered up te
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him, although accompanjed with an assurance,
that if not complied with, he weuld carry it inte
execution by the force of arms, in the heart of
Vienna ;—all these circumstances united, were

« net by this-cabinet deemed sufficient growmd for

PR,

“putting themselves in a state of resistance,

But be did not stop even here. The presi-
dent of the Italian repubNc was soon proclaimed
King of Italy—the republic of Genoa became a
part of the French empire; and to shew how he
was to maintain these strides of ambition, the.
Moniteur announced the formation of a camp at
Marengo, and another at Castiglione. In the
mean time, the only thing done by the Emperor
of Germany, to put himself on a footing with his
opponent,. was, to assume the title of Hereditary
Emperor of Austria. It would have been at
least ‘more magnanimous, had he laid aside this s
title altogether, at least for the present. Bona-
parte had recourse to more secret, but not less
efficacious means of provoking war with Austria.
Scarcely were hostilities begun with Britain,
when a number of secret agents were dispatchw
ed te Poland, Hungary, Austria, and the Turke
ish provinces bordering on the latter. For this
purpose, hegelected such as had beem trivd, and
in whem he could repose confidence. He sent
Mengaud into Servia, who had been at the head
of the policg: at Calais, under the Directory.
The business of these emissaries, according to
their ‘instructions, - with which they faithfully
complied, was to excite sedition and disturbe
ances, wherever they could find materials fo -



LI¥E OF BONAPARTE. 129

their purpose. On account of a searcity, over
-which the government could have no controul,
-the -price of the necessaries of* life was' very
.high—the persons_just mentioned were taken
-in - the act of paying people who had become
clamorous, on account of the dearth of bread,
to insist upon a reduction of its price. This
charge they did- not attempt to deny. They
:were imprisoned, and had their sentence been
executed speedily, they would have been sent
to‘the mines of Hungary, prior to the arrival
_of the French army at Vienna to release them. .
This discovery gave rise. to the following order
from the police of Vienna, ‘dated 1gth: July,
1805, and addressed to the magistrates of the
:geveral bailiwicks :— Ordering them to arrest
all foreigners on the frontiers, whose passports
" were dated after the first or second days of the
riots, and to conduct them to Vienna 'in irons,
whatever their rank might be.” .-
Britain was not the only country which was
favoured with the commercial agents of Na-
.poleon. This was peculiar to his system, re«
-specting the different powers against which his
designs were hostile. When General Hedou-
-ville mefurped from St.. Petersbuxw,-where he
bad atted in‘a diplomatic capacity, he was
placed.at the head of the commercial agenits at
Venice. - Here, as in every otheryplace, they
were .constantly on the alert. for the benefit of
their master.” Three of these agents: wefe ap-
- prehended at Venice, while engaged-in making
a-survey of the Po; and the account ef their
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capture appeared in the Moniteur of 25th July,
1805, to which the following was subjoined :ww
“ An Aulic counsellor of Austria has been are
rested at Paris, by order of the minister of police,
by way of retaliation for the arrest of our vice=
commeycial agent, and other French subjects on
the Austrian territory. This will prove to the
Austrian government, that it is not to violate
the laws of 'nations with impunity.” Had spies
been detected in similar employments in France,
& military.commission would soon have decided
their fate, in defiance of the parade of Bonaparte,
respecting the laws of nations, whenever it sait<
ed his purpese. ‘These agents were dispersed
through the whole of Germany ; and in every
town of any consequence, great numbers of them
were to be found. The greater part of the Post=
masters and Post-office clerks were in the pay of
Fiance ; the latter'received annually from 200
to 400 ducats. By these methods the French
ministers at Vienna, Berlin, Frankfort, Munich,
Dresden, Hamburgh, &c. had access to the let-
ters and dispatches of these offices, at all times,
and even kept such as they supposed might be
of advantage. Correspondence thus iniquitously
obtained, often appeared in the Moniteur.. The
dispatch from Lord Harrowby to Earl Gower,
Sppeared in that paper of the 20th March, 1804,
taken from, Mr. Wagstaff, a British messenger,
in the vicinity of Berlin, not by common high«
waymen, sbut by the agents of Bonaparte. From
- this it is manifest what the extent of his influence
was oyer the whole of Germany, which might in
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fact bé regarded as so many departments:of .
France! It may-also be proper to attend to the
influence acquired by him-over Prussia, whose
duty and interest it certainly was to unite withs
the other powers, and oppose the encroachments
of the common enemy. - There were only two
leading members in the Prussian cabinet, the
one minister for the foreign, and the other for
the home department. The latter was styled:
comptroller-general of the kingdom. Count
Sechylemberg, who had been 2 cabinet minister
for upwards of forty years, and strongly attached
to Britain, filled the latter department.—Baut as.
his estates were situated in Westphalia, when:
this was erected into a separate kingdom, he
reluctantly-took the oath of allegiance to Jerome.
Bonaparte. Count Haugwitz, a man.of wit and.
g:ms, bad long been minister for foreign affairs.
spoused the interests of France, and was:
flattered by Bonaparte with the appellation of
the Sully of Prussia. Mr, Lombard, theson of
a French hair dresser to the late ng, wHS 86
cretary for foreign affairs, and Mr. Boying e
the home department. The influence of wiglil
secretaries was very great, as cabinet cowil
were but.seldom called. According to the tertifl
of the peace of Basle, Prussia received annuallff -
from France £200,000 Sterling, as the price ni®; ..
her neutrality——and Bonaparte often affirmed,: . .
that the neutrality of Prussia was at the same’ "
time purchased by the'combined powers.
- It was understoed by our government, at the
teemination of the peace of Amiens, that Hanoe
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ver was o be occupied ‘by a French army, te
counteract which design;, Mr. Jackson, the Bri-~
tish minister at the court of Berlin, proposed to
place the patrimonial possessions of his Britannic
Majesty, under the protection of a Prussian
army. A note to this-effect was delivered to
Mr. Haugwitz, but it never found its way to the
King through the proper chanmel. The first
notice which the King received of this propesal,
was from Mr. Jackson himself, after the Frencit
were in possession of Hanover. - Haugwitz, when
interrogated respecting the nete, pretended that
he had delivered it to Lombard, and Lombard
said he had mentioned it to the: King. Haug-
witz ou this account was superseded, but. omly
for a short time :—he was soon after restored to
the full éxercise of his office.
As soon as- Bonaparte had made hkmseif

master of, Hanover, he began te discover his

ultimate views with respect to Poland. Under
the pretext of restoring that ill-fated country to
liberty and independence, his real design was to
embroil-the three great powers. who had parti-
titioned . that kingdom among themselves, and
blotted it out of the map of Europe. Had he
been successful in kindling the flames of war in
that part of the Continent by his attempt upon
*Poland, it is probable, that he would bave tried
in good earnest the invasion of Britain. .Of the
result of such an attempt, there can be but one
opinion among all descriptions of persons in this
country. Some even lamented that it was not
tried, as it might have hastened the ruin of the
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new dynasty, the erection of which made such.
havoc among the old establishments of Europe.

To accorplish his designs.in the revolution
of -Poland, Bonaparte resolved to intreduce
Irishmen and other foreigners to purchase land,
and: to cultivate the soil, and establish. such
manufactures as were most needed, or could be
oarried on to the greatest advantage. Under
this disguise, his soldiers were to gain admission.
Haugwitz was made acquainted with, and ap-
proved of the scheme of Bonaparte—a memorial
* on the subject was transmitted to Haungwitz,
and presented by him. te the King, asking leave
to purchase lands, and to introduce manufactories.
in that part of Poland, which was subject. to
Prussia. This seheme, however, was over=
turned by the influence of Count Schulemberg.
Haugwitz, on the 8th of October.1803; returned
an answer to the agent of Napoleon then at
Warsaw,. purporting that his Mejesty did not
consider- it adviseable at that time, to accept of
the propesal submitted in. the memorial, con~
cerning the new settlements in Prussian Poland.

Prussia was over-run with secret agents from
France, purposely sent there to bribe the clerks
in the.post office, and in the other departmems
of government. . Some of these emissaries were
taken into custody by order of Count Schulem-
berg, and afterwards banished from the Prussian
dominions. They would have. experienced a
severer fate, had 1t not been for.the influence of
sccretary Lombard. One of these agents in
whom Bonaparte could confide, was charged to

N .
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bribe such as filled subordinate places in every
office under government in Berlin. He had no
connection with any of the French ministers,
but conveyed information. of bis i
directly to Bonaparte himself. His treasenable
" practices being discovered by Eckhardstein, whe
belonged to the foreign office in Berlin, he was
banished from Prussia, and commanded by the
King to depart in three days., He could not
even gain time to communicate on the subject
with his owa court. Schulemberg, in reply sa
the letter of .this emissary, told him, that the
order was peremptory; and therefore he left
Berlin in three days.

Haugwitz was again superseded, and Barom
de Hardenberg, a man of a very different eha-
racter, was appointed to his place. This, te
gether with the detection and treatment-of his
agents, however proper, and his disappointment
respecting Poland, increased the haughtiness of
his conduct, and the virulence of his tone to-
wards Prussia. She was indeed the first who
acknowledged his title as Emperor, because she
had gone too far to express her dissent ; yet she
was already marked out ds an object of Bona-
parte’s vengeance, as soon as it might suit his
purpese to inflict it. When her monarch was
promoted to & post in his legion of hondur, he
was given to understand, that if he did not ac-
cept, his refusal wduld be considered as a de-
claration of war. This boon was designed as an
exchange for the subsidy of £20Q,000, which,
till now (1804) had been paid by France. It
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was now stopped ; and this left the Prussian
monarch ‘more at liberty to interfere in behalf
of Sir George Rumbold. Hag Haugwitz, how-
ever, been in office,. all the influence of Mr.
Jackson the British Minister, could not have
accomplished even this.

In-this manner did Bonaparte conduct him-
self towards the three great powers on the Cone
tinent ; and they, in consequence of their ardent
wish to see his mighty rivals humbled, never to
Jjein cordially or in proper time, in the cause
which equally interested them all—therefore
sudden, and perhaps deserved ruin, came upon
them. It wasequally in their power, by sincere
co-operation, to have saved the lesser powers—
Holland, - Naples, Spain, and Portugal, from
that destruction which was impending over them.
S8witzerland was in the list of the conquered, and
the doom of Sweden and her gallant prince was
already fixed. It could afford these three powers
but ppor consolation, while* wringing out the
dregs of the cup of bitterness, to reflect, that,
through their means, the same ingredients were
mingled for their neighbours. :

Two ofthese powers, viz. Austria, and Prussia,
were at last roused from their slumbers, and’
perceived their danger.  Prussia refused to join
the coalition, but Britain united with the other
two against the common enemy. On the rup-
ture of the peace of Amiens, Bonaparte disco-
vered the deepest rancour against: Britain, and
every thing belonging to it. The-first who felt
the bitter effects of this, were owr countrymen

2
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who remained in France, after the departure
o cur ambassador. The invasion and conquest
of this country was to fill up the measure of his
vengeance. There is the best authority for
affirmning that this was once his real desigd.
He was sufficently aware, however, of the mag-
nitude and danger of the undertaking. He well
knew, that a number of events, over which he had
no controul, might, notwithstanding all his shew
of preparation, prevent him- from hazarding the
execution, and thercfore he planned his mea-
sures so, that he might have an -honourable re-
treat. He found this in the triple alliance, when
unforeseen, and to him untoward events cone
wvinced him, that mighty as he was, an immediate
attempt at invasion might overwhelm him in
ruin and disgrace. Bonaparte bad collected an
immense flotilla at Boulogne. He was too know-
ing a warrior to commit his honour and snccess
to this alone. . A large fleet was necessary to
cover his flotilla, which he supposed he had at
his command. Admiral Villeneuve had been
sent to the West Indies, for the purpose of de-
coying our fleet after him. He had positive
orders, however, to return to Brest in the end
of May or beginning of June, 1808, This; to-
getber with the Spanish fleet under Admiral
Gravina, awounted to about 46 sail of the line.
There were 25 sail of the line in Brest, in all
about 70 sall, whose junction for the above pur-
pose was positively ordered about that time.
In aid of this also, there were eight sail of the
line and two ffty gun ships in the Texel, belong-
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ing to the Putch. Means were also adopted at
the samg time, to obtain the Danish ﬂeet, to cone
vey to this country the French army in Hanover
under the command of Bernadotte.

The flotilla amounted to more thsn 300 ves-
pels of different rates. The army to be convey-
ed by these consisted of more than 200,000
men : of these, 100,000 were to- embark at Bou-
logne, 20,000 at Etaples, 2000 at Ambleteuse,
and 10,000 at Calais—50,000 were to remain
as a corps. de reserve at Boulogne. Between the
latter place and Metz there were posted more
than® 150,000, to act as circumstances might
demand,—either as the rear guard of the army
of England, or the advanced guard in his de-
signed attack upon Austria, in case of abandone
ing the invasion of this country. This immense.
body of men was increased by the army of Ge-
aeral Marmont in the Texel, consisting of 30,000
men. There was also the Irish legion, composed.
of people from all nations, which amounted to" .
4000—These, with 10,000 French under An<’
gereau, were to sail from Brest. The corps of
military guides was commanded by Mr. Cuve~
lier; General Clarke, a native of England, was
appointed secretary of his Imperial majesty’s
cabinet. Men of letters, especially -those whe
could speak the English language, and were ac-
quainted with the affairs of this country, were
ordered to Boulogne. Plays were also composed
for the occasion; and a company of comedlans.
#tyled the Vaudeville Company in London, wers .

3
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“ready to embark!! There were with this army
severdl men of property, who.intended te come
mence bankers and merchants in Lendon !!!
*+Truth obliges us to confess. however much
'we may- blush for those who could have wished
to see this armament on the shores of their native
‘Jand, that there was a constant correspondence
kept up with some people in England; for this
“there was a particular office in the French foreign
‘department. C
*'Bonaparte’s head quarters were in Boulogne.
His' troops ' were ¢onstantly kept in exercisc,
partieularly in learning to embark and debark
with' alacrity—part of their provisions were on
board. And now, as a prelude to this grand
descent, he ordered about-100 of his flotilla to
try their skill with a British ship of the line and
three frigates, stationed to watch theif motions,
and were lying about a league from Boulogne.
+The British, with all the coolness and intrepigity
"of tars, waited their arrival without firing a gun.
‘The ‘French, who for nine hours kept up a eon=
stant firing, took care never to come within the
reach of British metal. When this specimen of
«French naval prowess, however, appeared in the
‘Moniteur, it was represented as a regular engage-
ment, and so well contested on their part, that
the English were glad to sheer off ! It is to be
observed, however, that there were frequently in
such cases, two copies of Moniteurs for the same
day ; and an article of this kind was inserted or
withheld, according as it might suit the meridian
where it was to be read. None of the numbers
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" coutaining the account of this engagement ap-
.peared at Boulogne, or any where upon that
coast. ’ .

The fleets under Admiral Villeneuve and
Gravina did not return from the West Indies

According-to orders, or in, that juncture that was
favourable for the invasion, if such a period could

dave been at all found. The victory of Ad-
miral Calder, whe fell in with, and defeated Vil~
leneuve on his return, was the most fortunate
for Britain of any that was gained during the
war. The rage of Bonaparte at this disappoint~
ent, and his bloody cruelty towards this gallant
admiral, represent the light in which he viewed
the defeat, as it completely deranged his plan
of invasion, In,cowardly revenge, Villeneuve
was strangled in his own apartment at Moxlaix,
by four Mamelukes in the habit of gens d’armes,
who were sent thither for the purpose. The
surmise that he had committed suicide, . being
devaid of all probability, was not credited by
any who knew the character and relations of the

admiral. He would have been honourably ac»

.quitted, had he been tried by an equitable court.
But no alliance, however intimate—no bravery,
liowever conspicuous—no ignecence, however
immaculate, can expect to abtain forgiveness
from an unrelenting tyrant.

The alliance . between Britain, Russia, and
Austria, had reached Bonaparte before he re-
ceived information of the defeat of Villeneuve,
.and he was made acquainted with both prior tu,
his leaving Paris, to head the descent vpon Byi\&_f"—b
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tain. Ae soon as he heard that the Austrians
were advancing to the Rhine, he broke up his.
camp at Boulogne, and marched with all possible
expedition to engage the Austrians. The corps-
de-reserve at Metz now,became the advanced
E:Ard, and was in the neighbourhood of Strase
rgh before the camp at Boulegne broke up,
"That Bonaparte meditated this attack, and at
this same time endeavoured to mislead the Aus»
trians, is.manifest from . the {following article
which he inserted in the Hague official Gazette,
«s early as the 80th of July, 1805. :
¢« Napoleon willno longer delay the executiom
‘of his grand plan ; he will send out the expedi«
tion against England, and compel that kingdom,
to make a separate peace befare the powers of
the continent edn join the same. Napoleon has
foreseen the possibility of a great apd sudden
change in the dispositions of the powers.on the
Continent, and.he bas determined at the same
time, to be beforehand with them, by a sudden
and unexpected blow.” By the treachery of
Cobentz¢l, Bonaparte was enabled to carry his
determination into effect. Cobentzel might easi»
ly have known that the army-at Boulogne, from
the disappointmrent of their expectations on Enge
land, were on the brink of ‘mutiny ; that the,
were beginning todreat this rash attempt wi
ridicule ; and.that Bonaparte could neither ad-
vance ner retreat with honour er safety—that
therefore this was by no means a proper time
for Austria to attack France, -and particularly
Before their forming a junction with the Rus-
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sians. On the contrary, however, he wrote ex-
pressly to his court, that, ¢ before they could*
receive his dispatches, Bonaparte would be em<"
barked, and that now was the time-to march.”
He assured them, that as the French troops were
all engaged in the descent upon England, they
had nothing to fear on that quarter—that Bona-
patte had no forces in Germany, but that there
were 30,000 French troops in ftaly and: 20,0007
in Naples, and therefore Austria: should send
her whole forces intothat quarter. . In obedience
to this treacherous advice, the Archduke:Charles-
was sent to Italy at the head of the best treops-
belonging to Austria. Where Bonaparte there-
fore inade his attack, he had to contend with
nothing but the refuse of the Austrian forces.
Our astonishment may rise higher still, when it
is recollected that Cobentzel’d dispatch was ace
tually dictated by Bonaparte at Boulogne, and
sent to Talleyrand to be given to the Austrian
mmlater, 1o be transmitted t6 Vicnna as his own ; 3
and he sent it by a secretary of the Anstnan le-
‘gation.

From this, it evidently appears, that Bonaparte
was inthe habit of paving the way to vietory
by other means than either his own, or the skill
of his officers-and the valour of his armyy Hap-
pily for himself, but unfortunately for mankind,
he found by these means a safe retreat from
Boulogne. General. Mack seems. to:have been
fully aware of the part which Cobentzel had
acted; when: he understood that the : French
arnty was in the vicinity -of Ulm, FHis words
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on that octasion were, “ We are all. betrayed ;
the Austrian cabinet is sold te Bonaparte.”  Hos-
tilities commenced on the 7th September, when
the Austvians were defeated with the loss of
many killed, wounded, and prisoners, in at«
tempting to eppose the passage of General Van-
damme across the bridge at Donawert. Field
Marshal Auffenburg, while on his march to Ulm,
was completely surrounded by the French, and
obliged to sutrender. The Austrians are ree
ported to have lost 2 eolonels, 5 majors, 60 offie
cers.of inferior rank, and 4000 men made prisons
ers. Memmingen surrendered on the 14th to
Marshal Soult (Duke of Dalmatia), after which
he marched into Biberach, to cut off the retreat
of the Austrians by that roadi. Marshal Ney
croased the Danube, and made an attack upon
Elchingen a little above. Ulm, The Austrians
made a sortie, but were driven back to their en=
trenchments before Ulm, with thé loss, we are
tald; of 8000 men tpken prisoners ; and at Lane
genau their loss amounted to the same number,
in an action with Prince Murat, who had the
command of the cavalry.. This officer again
brought them to action on the 17th, when their
Joss was computed at 1600-men, and next day
Generg) Werneck’s division was obliged to cas
pitulate, From Albeck to Nuremburg, Murat
is said to have get pessession of 150 waggons,
-and 16,000 prisoners, but Prince Ferdinand ef-
fected his escape. Ulm. survendered by capitu-
Jation on the 1Tth, .and.this usaccountable step
was taken hy:General Mack, bocause he was as-
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sured by Berthier that the Austrians were on
the: other side of the Inn ; ‘that Lannes was in
pursuit of Prince Ferdinand ; that Werneck had
capitulated, and that it was impossible for any
succours to - reach Ulm. After this place sur<
rendered, the Austrian generals who were made
prisoners, were sent under an escort through
Bavaria to Vienna, and Mack was entrusted with
some proposals to the emperor of Germany. Gea
neral Mack was accused of treason by many,
but the charge was unjust, The treachery of
those who should have supported him, prevente
hering’ those laurels which he
1ave’ won. o
iclamation’ was issued by the
18, on the 28th of October, de«
views of Austria-and Russia
noderate, and execrating the
i of Bonaparte. Every division’
1y, except that under General
Ney, crossed the river Inn omthe 1st of Novem-
ber. .Bonaparte himself was with the right wing
at Saltsburg ; and the centre, commanded by
Prince Murat, marched towards Lintz with un-
“common rapidity. The Austro-Russian army
retreated to Maelk, 50 miles from Vienna, as
the enemy advanced. The Austrians ant Rus<
sians made no stand between the BEns Vien~
na, which ldtter place the French entered on'the
12th of November. Bonaparte arrived: on'thé
18th, and took up his quarters in:-the palace 66*
Schoen: run, about two miles from the city of
Vienna. The utmost propriety and degorum AW""‘

-
-«
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tinguished the French troops, by which ¥heens
no disturbance took place in the metropelis.

On the 27th of November, as Bonaparte per-
ceived the dreadful carnage which was inevita-
ble from the conflict of two such prodigious ar-
mies, as that of the allied and his own, he seemed
anxious to spare the effusion of human Llood, and
for this purpose he proposed an armistice, which
was rejected with disdain. Bonaparte soon dis-
covered that the allies were acting from presump-
tion, want of consideration, and imprudenee, of

*which circumstances he was but too well qualificd
to take the advantage. -The battle commenced
at sunrise, and a tremendous cannonade took

" plice along the whole line. The left wing of the

allies was cut off inless than an hour, their right
being at Austerlitz, the head. quarters of the

Russian and Austrian emperors. From the

heights of this place, they witnessed the total de-
feat of the Russians by the French guards. The
loss sustained by ,the allies during this battle

was estimated at 150 pieces of cannon, with 435

stand of colours, and 18,000 Russiars, and 600

Avstrians were left dead on the field. The French

loss in kilied and wounded was stated at 30,000

men  Francis, on being introduced to Bonaparte,
was informed that he must sign an armistice,
which . if he refused to do, the French emperor
declared he would send a courier to Vienna,
with orders to raze that city to the foundation,
with all the other cities and towns in the Aus-
trian dominions that were occupied witle troops.
An armistice was mutually agreed to, which was

’
>
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to serve as the basis of a definitive treaty. The
Emperor of Russia was comprehended in this are
mistice, on the express condition that he march=
ed bome his army in such a manner as.the vice
tar mi%lt prescribe. The French agreed to eva~
cuate Vienna on the 10th, and the whole 4us=
trian states in the course of six weeks after the -
signing of the treaty, with the exception of such
as were ceded to Italy and Bavaria.
- - It 'would haverequired the invincible modesty
of a Washington, not to be elated with the uncom«
mon success which attended the arms of Bonaa
parte in this last attack upon Germany ;—a
qualification which webelieve he never possessed.
After the battle of Austerlitz, his conduct was
of course markedwith the 1gost horrid injustice,
tyranny, and rapine, both respecting Hanover,
and the ill-fated King of Naples During the
progress of Bonaparte and his armies, the law of
pations was outraged in the most violent man-
ner, which was nothing more than his usual
custom. The Prussian and Swedish ambassa~
dors fornd no protection in the neutrality of the
‘elector of Baden. ~ On his approach, they far~
.tunately saved their persons by flight, but their
pers and other valuable articles fell within
ﬁs grasp. A still worse treatment was expe-
rienced at Stutgard by the ministgrs of Russia,
Austria, and Sweden. Not satisfied with giva
ing up.their houses to plunder, their persons
were confined in a dungeon at Strasburgh, along
; the persons of their secretaries, and that
athe space of two months: [t-was positively
, that Marshal Ney was not to set a
: 0
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foot in Stutgard, yet he forciblyentered the town, '
and left not a single horse in the stables, nor
any thing of value in the Elector’s palace.

" The troops of his Prussian Majesty took pos=
session of Hanover ; and the country of Anspach
was ctded to the King of Bavaria, whoreceived his *
royalty from the hands of Napoleon. The King

Naples took refuge in Sicily, hoping to be proe
tected there from the vengeance of the self-elected
monarch of France, by the united exertions of
the naval force of Britain, Russia, and Sicily."
His Neapolitan Majesty no doubt frequently
violated the treaties which he entered into with
France ; but charity leads us to recollect, that
these were made under the impulse of fear, the'
prospect of impending ruin, and to prevent a
band of robbers from plundering himself and
bis subjects of their last shilling. When the
affairs of the Continent at any time wore a 'more.
favourable aspect, it must be allowed that he
trampled on such extorted treaties, in the hope
of regaining that of which he had been unjustly
deprived ; and under such circumstances, even
Jjustice itself could not condemn him, and the

- dictates of humanity commiserated his misfo -

tunes.  From the humbled sityation of the
Emperor of Germany after the battle of Auster«
litz, it was naturally to be expected that he
would feel it for his interest to make peace with
the French Emperor, which ‘was denominated
the treaty of Presburgh, signéd and ratified on
the 26th and 27th of December, 1805. It
onsisted of 23 articles, gnd formed no bad
$pecimen-of the kind %!‘Mes the powers of
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_ Europe had to expeet from: Benaparte, when he
had it in his power to dictate the terms, in con«
sequence of the fortune of war.

. -In the course of three months and a few days, ¢
the late Emperor of France almost annihilated
the powers of the Continent who had combined
to linit his dominipns and destroy his autherity.
In that time we have beheld a great European
Empirereduced to the most degrading, the most
abject submission, and a part of its territory
conferred upan these who were only ¥lectoss in
the szate, but afterwards elevated to the rank of
kings,- under the auspices of Napoleon ; and the
following praclamation shews, that the kingdom
of Naples was to have a new sovereign :— -
.« Soldieys;, for ten years 1 have done all I
eould to-save the King of Naples ; he has done -
every thing in his power to destroy himself, .
After the battles of Dego, Mondovi, and of Lodi3 -
he could give me no effectual opposition. ¥
Placed. confidence inthe word of this prince, and -
1 behayed with generosity tewards him. When
the second coalition was dissolved at Marengo,
the King of Naples, who was the first to come
mence tbat unjust war, abandoned at Luneville
by his allies, remained alone, and without pro«
tection. He solicited my pardon, and I forgave
him a second time. A few weeks ago you were
at the gates of Naples., I had sufficient reason
to suspect the treachery which was intended,
and. to avenge the insults which 1 had reeeived.
Still I was generous. I aeknowledged the neus
trality of Naples—I ordered you to evacuate
2 1

Y
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that kmgdom, and fér the third time the house
les was confirmed and saved.

J;Iall we grant pardon for a fourth time?
Shaﬂ we, for a fourth time, place any confidence
in a court without truth, honour, or commen
sense?—No! No! the Neapolitan dynasty has
ceased to reign—its existence is incompatible
with the repose of Europe, and the honour of
our crown. Soldiers! march—drive into the
sea, if they will .wait your attack, these feeble
batealions of the tyrants of the sea. Shew to
the world the manner in which we punish the
perjured. Lose no time in informing me, that
the mhole of Italy is subject to my laws or those

- of my allies ; that the finest country in the world
is emancipated from the yoke of the most per=
fidious of men; that the sacredness of treaties
s avenged ; and that the manes of my brave
soldiers, massacred in the ports of Sicily, on their
return from Egypt, after having escaped from
the dangers of the sea, the deserts, and s
hundred battles, are at length appeased. Sol
diers! my brother will lead you on ; he is the
depositary of my authority—he is in full posses«
sion of my confidenice—let him have yours.

(Signed,) NaroLEoN.”

During the progress of the negociation for
eace, it was peremptorily insisted on, that
;lanover should be restored to his Britannic
Majesty without any thing being given in ex-
change, which was conceded on “the part of
France. It had been given in full sovereignty
to the King of Prussia, to detach him from the
third coalition, as the. pnce of his homour and
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the reward .of his perfidy. . He had swallowed
the bait so artfully offered, yet he was now to
disgarge it amidst the pangs of mortifying re-
get. He who led him 1ato the snare, into
which he discovered so much eagerness to fall,
mnow appeared to despise his baseness, and to
exult in the exposure of his infamy. The Cone
federation of the Rhine was an additional cause
of dismgy.to this venal cabinet. As there is 2
point at which even cowardice may be roused
to deeds of heroism, so Prussia now began, on
gontemplating her present condition, to appear
decidedly hostile to the governor of France.
The same ardour and firmness seemed to ine
fuenee the court, the army, and the peopls,
. which was cherished by Sweden, by Britain,

and by Russia, who were still ready to unite
with Prussia, in spite of former disappaintments,
in order to check the ravages of the common
enemy. His Prussian Majesty received a letter
from the King of Sweden, in which was pro-
posed the oblivion of former differences.—Lord
Morpeth was sent to Berlin with ample proposals
of co-operation from Britain, besides the imme- -
diate release of the Prussia:- vessels which had
been seized in consequence of recent hostilities,
The Russian farces were likewise in readiness to
uaite in the common cause.

The agents of Bonaparte in Prussia were too
numerous not to .be minutely informed of alk
shat was passing. He was too knowing, too
-enterprising, and too ambitious, not to be on
the alert, sad to collect his mighty force, to make
3t bear an a state which he had flattered, de«

3 :
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ceived, and doomigd to destruction. He left
Paris on the 24th of September. to join the
armies ; and as he proceeded, he made every
arrangement possible, in order to aecomplish his
object with that promptitude and deeision which
were so remarkably displayed in his former
campaigns. In the month of October, the ul-
timate determination of Prussia was announced
in a very able and interesting manifesto, drawn
by the celebrated Mr. Gentz. In this masterly
production was exhibited a very correct picture
of the politics of France. Prussia was now com-
pletely committed, and there was ne alternative
but an appeul to arms’; and so confident was
she in her own resources, that she ventured
single handed into the contest.

The French army advenced in three divisions.
The Prussian army, under General Blucher, on
the right, the Duke of Brunswick in the centre,
-‘and Prince Hohinloe on the left, occupied a
strong position on the north of Frankfort on
the Maine, Hostilities commenced with the
battle of Schleitz, in which the Prussians, after
a display of great bravery, lost nearly 700 men
in killed, wounded, end takeun ; and 500 waggons
containing articles of singular advantage to the
enemy. On the 10th, the left wing of the
French, under Marshal Lannes, was equally suc-
cessful against Grafengpal. The fruits of this
victory were 1000 prisoners, 30 pieces of cannon,
and 600 of the enemy left dead on the field. In
this battle fell Prince Louis of Prussia, the king’s
brother, by the band of a marshal of the 19th
regiment of French hussars, with wham he was.
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engaged in single combat. #he success of France
in these engagements placed the main body of
the Prussian army in a’situation unfavourable
to their future operations. They were of con-
sequence forced to make different arrangements,
and to remove their head-quarters from ﬁacken-
burgh to Averstadt. The army was drawn up
‘in order of battle, near Capelsdorf. Bonaparte
reached Jena on the 13th, reconnoitred the posi-
tion of the enemy, and fixed upon an elevated
plain, on which, during the night, he placed his
. cannon with extreme labour and difficulty. The
centinels of the two armies were nearly close to
éach other; their lights were within the dis-
tance of half a cannon shot, and every sound on
either side was distinctly heard by the other.
All was vigilance and activity, and the night
was solemnly interesting, almost beyond con-
ception. Bonaparte, in the morning, under
cover of a fog, which continued during two
hours, rode along the line, giving particular di-
rections to his officers, and animating his men
‘by reminding them of the laurels they had won,
in circumstances nearly similar, during the cam«
paign of the preceding year against Austria.
The Prussians were driven from a strong po<
sition on the road between Jena and Weimar,
at the commencement of the action, which en-
abled the French to extend their line in order
of Lattle upon the plain. Fifty thousand of the
Prussian army, sent to cover the defiles of
Naumburg, and take possession of Koasin, were
-anticipated by Marshal Davoust. Another army
of 80,000 men opposed themselves to the French
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who had drawn odli on the heights of Jena.'
When the mist dispelled by which both armies.
were covered, they found themselves within
cannon shot of each other ; and in less than an
hour the action became general Every mas
nceuvre on both sides was performed with pre-
cision, while 250,000 men and 700 pieces of
* cannon were scattering death on every side, amd
displayed one of the most affecting spectacles
ever performed on the theatre of the werld.
When the reserve of the French cavalry and twe
other fresh divisions came into action, the Prus-
sians were thrown into disorder, which, however,
they corrected for about an hour ; and at this:
crisis of the battle; as the French themselves
admitted, there was room for a moment’s doubt.
When, however, a fresh feinforcement of dra-
goons and cuirassiers under the Duke of Berg
came into action, every effort of the Prassisns
to maintain their ground was in vain. They
were completely overwhelmed by the rapidity
and force of the onset, both of cavalry and in-
fantry. Their loss in this battle amounted te
. almost 40,000 in killed, wounded, and taken,
including cbout 20 generals, among whom was
Ruchel and the Duke of Brunswick, both wound-
ed. The loss on the part of the French, accord-
ing to their own statement, was nearly 5000 ;
but theirs decisively wasthe vietery, and they
followed -it up with rapidity to the very gates of
Weimar. .
On the 16th, Erfurth, to which Genernl Mol«
lendorf had retreated, surrendered with 14,000
snen, of whom 8000 were wounded—-Spandan
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followed their example on the 24th, and Maga
deburg on’the 27th.  Stettin, a strong fortress, .
in which was a garrison of 6000 men, and 160
pieces of cannon, gave up without any effectual
resistance. The remains of the army under the
Prince of Hohinloe, who had reached Prentzlow,
were vanquished in the suburbs, and the Prince,
who bad just entered the town, was summoned
to surrender, and that very day entered on terms
of capitulation, and became prisoners of war.
The gallant General Blucher, through many
perils, effected a very masterly retreat to Lu-
beck, into which the enemy had been admitted
by treachery. This place in consequence be-
came a scene of the most horrid carnage and
blood, through its squares, its streets, and even
its churches. Being exhausted in strength and
in numbers, and especially for want of ammuni=
‘tion, farther resistance being impracticable, he
was obliged to cepitulate. The French entered
Leipsic on the 18th of October, from whence,
having thrown a bridge over the Elbe, at that
place, Marshal Davoust directed his march by
Wittenburg (of which he gained possession by
suq;lrise,) to Berlin, which he entered on the
25th. , ’

It has been affirmed by some, that both the
war department and the commissariat of Prussia
were under the controul of Bonaparte ; and that
by his injunctions the fortresses of Spandau,
Custrin, Stettin, and Magdeburg, were not pro-
vided with artillery, stores, and provisions ; be~
sides, that before the battle was fought, Bona-
parte was informed by special messengers every
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* hour from the Prussian head-quarters, what
were the intentions of the Prussian council of
war. . Lucchesini and Haugwitz thwarted the
designs of the Duke of Brunswick, who proe
posed that the first attack should be made.on
the corps of Bernadette, which was in Anspach,
at a distance from the main army.—Even while-
the Frénch were forming at Jena, the Duke ine
tended to attack, but was prevepted, on the
pretence that Bonaparte had not above 120,000
men in the field, and would not attack the Pruse
sians first, and that it would be easy for the
Duke to take them in the rear, and make the
whole army prisoners. - The provisions, too,
were three days march in the rear of the Prusa
sian army, so that it was not difficult for Bona=
parte with 800,000 men, to intercept their pro=
visions, and cut them off from their capital.
The fortresses were taken with ease, and this
can oaly be accounted for because they were not
supplied with necessaries to enable them to sus<
tain the siege.
~ The King of Prussia, whose dominions were
now swept with the besom of destruction, partly
by his own infatuation, and partly by the trea~
ehery of the leading men in his own cabinet,

. having found every effort to recover his capital
unavailing, dispatched the Marquis Lucchesini
and General Zarstrow to his haughty conqueror,
to solicit an armistice, which was granted on
such terms as Bonaparte thought proper to dic-
tate. It was signed on the 30th of October,
and was to serve as the basis uf a definitive
treaty of peace. This armistice only served to
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throw the King of Prussia off his guard, and to
delay the exertions which he might still be able
to make to render his condition rather more se«
cure. It did not for a moment suspend the
military operations of Bonaparte. His troops
marched - with all expedition towards Poland ; -
and, in order to excite the Poles to join his
standard, 4 proclamation dated the 1st of No-
vember, 1806, in the name of their gallant
and beloved General Kosciusko, and bearing
his signature, was issued from Napoleon’s head-
quarters. Kosciusko was wholly ignorant of
this proclamation and this use of his name, as-
he was still in retirement near Fontainbleau,
and had, on account of his infirmities and Re-
publican principles, declined ‘the invitation he’
had received, to follow the fortunes of the Em-
peror of France in his native land. When he’
saw this proclamation in the Paris papers, he"
waited on the editors, and requested the inser-
tion of the most positive ‘contradiction of this
forgery ; but as it was inserted by the orders of
Mr. Mavet, secretary of state, they durst not
provoke the vengeance of their master.

The hopes of the King of Prussia, which
were founded on the co-operation of the Russian
monarch, and in consequence of which he was
prevented from ratifying the second armistice,
were completely cut off. The triumph of Bona<
parte, and the gratification of his subjects, natu~
rally vain, bore proportion to Prussia’s humilia=
tion. With the force of a mighty empire, with
its whole resources at his absolute disposal,

while the ripening of his plans, and the nomi~

~
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nation of his subordinate agents depended wholly
on himself ; taking into the account, at the same
time; the influence which he possessed in the
cabinets and in the armies of those kingdoms
which he had marked out for his prey; the ra=
pidity and extent of the conquests of this extra=
ordinary man, will appear less surprising. Be-
fore the complicated springs by which. the allies
were actuated could be put fully in motion, he
had nearly completed the ‘destruction of one,
when another appeared to add-fresh laurels to
the victor. In little more than two months, he
finished his campaign against Prussia and her
magnanimous ally, The assistance from Britain
and Sweden, however powerful and sincere on
their part, would arrive too late.

It,may not be improper in this place to ace
quaint our readers with the gause of Bonaparte’s
deadly hatred towards the unfortunate king of
Sweden, as it shews what mere trifles could
irritate his temper, and lead him to the squan-
- dering of treasure and of blood. In the year

1801, Prince William of Gloucester happened to
be at Stockholm, who, with the British ambas-
sador, was invited to sup with the king, but the
French minister received no invitation, on which
account the ‘magnanimous Napoleon was deter-
mined on revenge. He resolved to seize the king
of Sweden, when iie carried off the duke d’Eng-
hien, as it was known to his mortal enemy, for
the above reason, that he meant to spend a few
weeks with the Duke about the. time of his ar«
rest. He was fortunately on a visit to his father~
in-law when the duke was apprebended, but he
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arrived. only four hours after the murderers were M

gone. The King, on missing the Duke, with his g o0 Y

accustomed intrepidity, caused alarm bells tobe , ;7

rung, and endeavoured to collect a body of men / 02

sufficient to rescue the Duke ; but his exertions / ;07
“were unavailing, for before he could reach Et«

tenheim, his royal friend was lodged in the cas< ) [

tle of Strasburgh. It seems that the mock in« /7 ¢

dictment against the Duke prepared before his /,Z ('

arrest, contained the name of the king of Swe- 6 0
_ den, who was destined to share his fate. Gusta-4 DO

vus sent a letter to Bonaparte by, his own aid-de- 7 ®7

camp, remonstrating against his treatment of/Z, N

the Duke; but he was ordered to leave Paris in 6 02

an hour. The ambassador of Gustavus was like« Y/

wise ordered,.on account of his zeal in the cause

of his master, to leave Paris in an hour, and

France in three.days. So far from being over~ /4454

awed by such tyrannical proceedings, the king "“

dismissed from his capital and territories the

whole of the diplomatic agents of France, and

even before the Emperor of Russia had recourse.

to the same measure; and he declared both to >

Russia and to Britain, that he was ready to par-

ticipate in the most decisive hostilities against

¥rance. A secret convention was concluded

with Britain on the 3d of December, 1804, by.

which a depot of Hanoverian troops was to be

established in Swedish Pomerania, and Britain.

was toadvance £60,000, to be applied to the de=

fence of Stralsund. v

. In conformity to the treaty with Britain,

Gustavus occupied Lauenburgh, which belonged

to the clectoratefof Hanaver, that he might assist

: . .

N
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““ . jn protecting it against France. When the views
.. of Prussia on that territory wete fully develop~
~ + ed, he not only expressed himself in langusge
"~ that marked his indignation at her conduct, but
exerted himself to the utmost to resist her pres
** - tensions.- He united with Britain in blockading
the Prussian ports, and returned to theking of

«  Prussia the order of the Black Eagle, because the
Jatter had accepted from Bonaparte the croix
dhonneur. In consequence of his determined
‘ hostility to the ambitions designs of Bonaparte
when the war between France and Prussia was

on the eve of breaking out, his Swedish majesty

.. wrote a letter with his own hand to the king of
~w~ -- Prussia, wishing a restoration of that friendship
v 2. 4 and confidence which had been suspended by the
war. His spirited manifesto to the states of Ger-

* " . - miany was couched in'the following terms. < Ger-
man soldiers !—A German prince speaks to youy"

- who has never forgotten what is due to honour’
and duty. Still his voice hails you to remind
you, that you are a nation destined to honour and

* independence, but not to infamy and oppression.
Your Princes have forgotten the loyalty of their
ancestors'; they have forgotten that Gerimany is
but one state, and the Germans but one nation ;
they have exposed you to the most infamous
destiny, to promote the abhorred principles of
the Corsican, Napoleon Bongparte. Shake off -
then, in God’s name, the ignominious bondage ;
never can & more favourable opportunity occur
to turn your arms al‘gainst the oppressors of your
unhappy country. From the ragiparts of Strale
sund, the only independent burgh remaining i

PR
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Germany, which has bid defiance to time, thoue
sands will descend, and unite with you in your
deliverance.” ’

The eighth .corps. of the grand army in the
morth of Germany, glutted with plunder and.
Bblood in Hamburgh, Lubec, and the other towns
which in their turn beeame-the scene of violence
and rapine, were ordered to direct their opera«
tions against Swedish Pomerania- Before this,
Bonaparte employed such means to prevail with
the king of Sweden to depart from his alliance
with Britain and Russia, as would have shaken
the resolution of less persevering minds, but he
continved inflexible. The French therefore took
possession of Anclam in the month of January ;
bat 2s Mortier was occupied in the siege of Col«
berg, the operations before Stralsund where tar
dily carried on. The Swedes got possession of
Anclam and Grieswald, with the extensive ma«
_gaazines established there, and the Dutcb military
cbest. The French were obliged to retreat with
the loss of several thousand men in killed, wound=
ed, and prisoners. The news of this defeat

goming to the ears of Mortier, he collected his

farces, at Pagewalk, attacked the centre of the
Swedish army, the line of which was too far ex-

.

tended, drove them back to Altokosenow, and

aftevwards to Anclam. The Swedes, who fought,
with great bravery, were obliged to pass the river
Peen, without having'it in their power to destroy
- the bridge. They were pursued in ‘their retreat
by the enemy sword in hand, and besides the
pumbers of killed and wounded, their loss in
Priseners was about 6Q0, together with 600 mare
2
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taken by parties of the enemy who followed them
in other directions. They likewise lost six pieces
of cannon. A truce was asked and granted,
which was followed by an armistice, by which

“the islands of Usedom #nd Woolenstall were
given to the enemy, who were likewise bound to
offer no interruption to the sieges of Dantzicand
Colberg. If his Swedish majesty should refuse
to ratify the armistice before the recommence-
ment of hostilities, it was agreed to give ten days
previous notice.

New efforts were made by Bonaparte to de-
tach the king of Sweden from his alliance, by
more extensive offers than were made before ;

_ but he was so far from being allured, that he
would not extend the ten days previous notice
of the recommencement of hestilities to a month,
which he was earnestly desired to do. Having
rejected the offers of Bonaparte, hgexerted every-
nerve to strengthen the works at Stralsund, and
to erect new ones at Rugen. He blockaded all
ports in the Baltic which were under the influ-
ence of France..  His army consisted of 80,000
Swedes and 4000 Prussians, and he remained, in
expectation of a powerful force from Britain, to
enable him tp take the field against the enemy.
. Not leng after this, a large body of foreign troaps
. under a British commander, arrived at Stral-
sund and Rugen ; but before the greater part ef
the troops which were to be embarked could be
in readiness, the consequences of the battle of’
Friedland and the peace of Tilist, were known
in Britain, This intelligende, however, did not
prevent the sailing of a2 mighty armament. Cone«
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Jjecture ‘was at a loss to find out the particular
point of destination, when it was known that
its first object could not be accomplished.

Whether the terms of the treaty of Tilsit were
fally known or not, there was good reasen for
concluding that Alexander would secend -the
wiews of Bonaparte against Great Britain. He
obtained, by virtue of this treaty, an accession
of territory from the dominions of the king of
Prussia, which contained a population of 200,000
persons. The monarch who could robe himself
an the spoils of one of his allies, might, without
any breach of charity, be presumed capable of
engaging in direct hostility against another ; and
to have doubted the designs of France, would -
have betrayed a seeptieism, and implied a men-
tal imbecility, or infatuation. These intentions
were sufficiently, though undesignedly, develop+
ed, in the very invectives with which the offis’
«cial paper of France abounded against the Danish
expedition, as a violatien of the rights of nations,
and unexampled in the history of modern go«
wvernments, or of civilized warfare.

The fleet under Admiral Gambier; employed
in this expedition, consisted of 40 sail of ships of
war, of which 22 were of the line. The troops
under Lord Cathcart amounted to about 20,000
men. On the 16th of August the army was
landed at Wisbeck, on the island of Zealand,
about eight miles from the capital. All possible
means were employed before this'by Mr. Taylor,
bis majesty’s resident at Copenhagen, to obtain
the object which the British had in view, in an
amicable manner, but in vain, A proclamation

]
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to the same effect was issued by the comman-
ders, containing the reasons why they assumed
this attitude against a power with which they
wereat profound peace,and requesting the Danes:
- to accede to friendly arrangements. It declared,
among other things, ¢ That the deposit of the
Danish ships of the line was the sole object of
their enterprize, which was undertaken n self<
defence, metely to prevent those* who had so
long disturbed. Europe, from directing against
Great Britain, the resources of Denmark; that
the most. solemn pledge had been given, and was
now renewed, that if the demand were acceded
to, every.ship ‘would be restored in the same
condition as when delivered up ; . that Zealand
should be treated by the British forces, while on
shore, on the footing of a province of the most
friendly power of Great Britain, and persons
and property held most.scrupulously sacred : that
the innocent blood which must be shed, and the
horrors of a besieged and bembarded capital,
must fall on those only who advised resistance'to
a measure thus dictated by imperious circum.
stances ; and that, though the Danish govern-
ment had hitherto declingd an amicable accom-
modation, the voice of reason and modevation
might yet be heard.” : '

As resistance was unfortunately determined,
the British proceeded to invest Copenhagen,
which was effected by the army on the north
and south, and on the east by the fleet. Many
of the conveyances of water into the city were
cut off ;—the gun-boats and frigates took their
Station to throw shells into the town. At Fre-
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deric’s work a depot of cannon and powder, to-
ﬁl:ier with 850 Danish soldiers, fell into the
s of the British. - In an affair between Cas-
tenschild and Sir Arthur Wellesly, the Danes
Jost %0 officers, 1100 men, and 10 pieces of can-
mon. In a severe contest between the Danish
gun-boats and praams, supported by the crown
- battery and some other works, and the British
gun-boats stationed nearest the shore, the latter
were obliged to retire, being in the most im-
minent danger from the red hot shot of the
enemy. The British batteries on'shore, however,
had more success against their gun-boats, which
ebliged them, in their turn, to fall back. Every
thing wasready for thebombardment onthe morn-
mg of the 2d of September, which commenced
from the mortar batteries erected by the army,
and from the borab-vessels stationed in places con~
wenient for co-operation. The town, as might
be expected, was soon on fire in different places;
end contipued so till the evening of the 5th,
when a considerable part of it was consumed.
- When the destruction of the whole seemed in-
cvitable, General Peiman sent a flag of truce,
desiring an armistice of 24 hours, to prepare for
capitulation. The answer stated, that the basis
of the capitulation must be the delivery of the
whole fleet, which was admitted on the part of
the Danes. The articles were settled in the .
night between the 6th and 7th, and ratified on
the following moming. Every thing in the
terms which had a tendency to wound the feel- .
ings of the Danes was cautiously avoided, and
every possible accommodation granted. Egery

*
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thing was done in the spirit of conciliation.—
All military excesses were guarded against ; alt
the gates were in the possession of the Danes,
except that which led to the citadel—the post °
was re-established, and the police of the town
was conducted by the proper officers. The loss
was comparatively small on the part of the
British, while that of the Danes amounted to
about 2000 persons; and the destruction of 400
houses. . S :
That this measure, which the British cabinet
considered themselves as bound to adopt, int the
present state of the Continent, was spoken of in
terms of indignation by many in this country,
is not to be concealed. It was condemned as @
deep, an indelible stain on British honour—as
an imitation of Bonaparte’s wanton aggressions
on neutral and friendly states, which are so point-
edly and deserved'y reprebated. The advocates
*for its expediency insisted that it was not at vari«
ance with the strictest morality, as it was no-
- thing more than wresting the weapon of destruc~
tion from the hand that was ready to grasp it,
not only for the injury of Britain, but for the
ultimate ruin of Denmark herself. It was not
plundering for the sake of the property—it was
not robbing to enrich themselves with the booty ;
—it was removing combustible matter to pre-
vent the spreading of the conflagration : it was
merely the seizure of armour which could not
have been kept from the grasp of our mighty
- antagonist, who, when he had put it on, would
be the more enabled to strike a ‘deadly blow at
our vitals, . . : '

o ]
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" Let us now return to the King of Swedén,
whom we left in anxious expectation of the arri-
wval of the remainder of the British- forces, and
egger for the field of battle at the termination of
the armistice, which bad been agreed on between
the Swedish and French generals. The peace
of Tilsit, however, put it in the power of the
French to pursue the most vigorous operations
in Pomerania, and bring the contest in that
quarter to a speedy issue. The Swedish troops
being unable to maintain their ground against a
greatly superior force, retreated before the in-
vading army. They fell back to Stralsund
without coming to any regular action. The
fortress was delivered into the hands of the
magistrates and senate, who were left at full
hberty to act as circumstances might seem to
require. The treops. were withdrawn from
Stralsund in the mean time, with so much se-
erecy ard dispatch; that they were all embarked
for Rugen, before the enemy were aware that a
single -battalion hud left the fortress! The
French accepted the terms of submission which
were offered, and obtained immediate posses-
sion of the place. They likewise possessed
‘themselves of Danholm, an island between
Stralsund and Rugen, in which case it was im=
possible that the latter eould hold out for any
Jergth of time. General Toll, therefore, resol-
ved to deliver Rugen to the French, as he was
vested with a discretionary power by the King,
who bad retired to his capital. In a conference
held on the 7th of September, between the
French and Swedish commandgrs, it was agreed
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that the Swedes were to give up Rugen, and
cede that island to the French, as well as all
those on the coast of Germany. A convention
was signed in these terms, and Gustavus, like
the greater powers on the Continent, left the
scene of conflict; not only mortified by defeat,
but robbed of some. fair gems of that crown which
was afterwards to be taken from his head.

In whatever light the career of Bonaparte in
Prussia, in Poland, and in Pomerania, was viewed
by the several nations of Europe, and the world
at large, it increased his renown in his own do-
minions, and softened the asperity of such acts
of his government as were by ne means po'ﬂl;
lar, as for example the conscript laws. .
horror which these excited when first enacted,
began to subside; and they were either viewed
38 a piece of wise policy, or es necessary at least
to the glory of tlie Empire. 1n order to have
an army sufficiently numerous for new triumphs,
and to supply the loss resulting from sanguinary
warfare, a message was sent to the senate in the
month of March, 1807, anticipating the cone
scription of 1808. ‘This was rendered necessary,
amidst all the conquests of the Emperor, in cone
sequence of the unrelenting and mercenary po= -
licy of Britain, whose monopoly was purchased
by the blood of the Continent, So said the

. message. Not a whisper of insurrection among
the lower orders was heard, nor did the higher
ranks manifest any disposition towards cabal and
intrigue. When he returned to Paris, his birth
day was celebrated with every possible mark of
distinction. In,his address to the Legislative=
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Body and the Tribunate, wiich met, according to
the usual forms, on the following day, the Em<
peror observed, that since their last meeting,
new wgrs, triumphs, and trophies, had engaged
the political relationsof Europe ; that the house.
of Brandenburgh, the first to combine against
French independence, was only permitted to
reign through the friendship of the Emperor of
the north ; thata French prince would speedily
reign in the Elbe; that the house of Saxeny
again possessed the independence it had lost for
30 years ; that the inhabitants of the duchy of
Warsaw and Dantzic bad recovered their coun<
try; and:that all nations concurred in joy at the
extinction of the pernicious influence of Britain
on the Continent. By the confederation of the
Rhine, France was united with Germany; by
her own peculiar system of federation, she was
united with Spain, Holland, Switzerland, and
Italy.—Her 1ew relations with Russia were
founded on the mutual esteem of two great na«
tions. The tranquillity of the French nation
ring his absence, had excited his ardent gras
titude. He had contrived the means of simplis
‘fying their institutions, he had extended the
E:in’ci ple on which he had founded the legion of
.hononr ; the finances were prosperous ; the cone
tributions on land were dimimished, various pub
lic works bad been ecompleted ; and it was his
resolution, that, in the remotest parts of his em«
pire, and eveninthe smallest hamiet, the comforts
of the citizen and the value of the land should
be imcreased by the developement of a general®
system of improvement,”
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- On the seme day was. delivered the reporton
the state of the empire. Mention was made of
the internal improvements which had taken
place ; the establishments for preventing men-
...dicity ; the zeal with whieh taxes were levicd
and the conscription executed ; the erection of
bridges; reparation of roads; extended navie
gation of rivers ; the attention bestowed on agri-
culture ; the institution of veterinary schools and

85 new.colleges, and.the exertions made to com-
plete the meridian circle. France was now. sur-
rounded by a chain of friendly nations, and her
finances were in a flourishing cpndition. She
alone, amongst all the states of Europe, possessed
10 paper money. .

- The finished picture of the empire, which
Bonaparte had drawn, was not destitute of spots.
The commerce of the country was admitted to
be sustained only by hope and preparation. To
supply this defect, they were flattered with a
commercial code, which was to extend to the
towns of the Baltic, as if the substitution of
splendid pages, and theories of law, could atone
for those restrictions on human intercourse which
render them at once useless and insulting. It
was the wish of Bonaparte, that there should be
no parties in politics, that is, there must be no
discussion of political subjects, no interchange
of sentiments, which might be fatal to usurpa~
tion. The heat of debate might have interrupt-
ed the tranquillity of déspotism, and the exclu-
sion ‘of party was the torpid acquiesence of

sslaves. There wag no immediate necessity for
putting this seal on the ligs of party. It ima
plied, however, a fear that the timé might co:ue,

\
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when tifis enlightened nation, which: unfortu-
‘nately had wasted its energies in the establishy -
‘ment of tyranny, might recoil with indignation
at its bohdage, and unite-to destroy that sceptre
under which their most valuable privileges and
sensibilities were crushed. :

While such was the apparently happy state
of France, those which were subjugated by Na-
poleon, especially those which chiefly subsisted *
by commerce, had the greatest reason to mourn.
‘The calamities of Holland, arising from the loss
of her colonies, the annihilation of her trade,
and continuance of the war, were extreme. It
-wrung the heart of the reigning monarch, that,
instead of reversing, he durst scdrcely soften
the cruel edicts of iis imperial brother against
the introduction of British commodities, in ex-
change for their own. The frauds of the Dutch
merchants, and the connivance of the govern-
ment agents, were the perpetual theme of invec- -
tive in the Meniteur. In order, therefore, to
put a final stop to all commiercial intercourse
with Britain, a decree was published, in which
it was enacted, that the consignee of every ship
should give bond on her arrival, to the amount
of twice her value, to prove that she had not
touched at a British port.- Since the press in
Holland was not yet reduced to absolute silence,
the groans and complaints of the people found a
vent in the public papers. The continuance of
the war was deprecated in the address of the
legislative body to the throne; and the king,
instead of being offended, repeated their com-

- plaint with increaged energy, lamenting that,
. ‘e
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instead of diffusing happiness-ameng' his sibe-
Jects, he could scarcely alleviate their afflictions;
and that in a general peace alone, could they
hope for the termination of their calamities.
*According to the accustomed plan of Bonaparte,
a change took place in the territory of Holland,
soon after the peace .of Tilsit. The strong for.
tresses along the banks of the Maese, to its dis~
charge into the sea, which formed its bulwark
on this side, were annexed to France, in lieu of
which the Dutch received a portion of the terri-
tory belonging to the conquered dominions of
Prussia. —_—

It may here be proper to observe, that the
arrangements at Tilsit, and the treaties solemnly
concluded, seemingly restored peace to the Con=
tinent. It was, however, amplﬁoprovided for
in the secret articles between Bonaparte and
Alexander, that this was, to be of short comti=
nuance. “ The dynasty of the Bourbons in
Spain,” says that convention, *“ and of the Bra«
ganza family in Portugal, shall cease to exist.
_A prince of the blood of Bonaparte’s family shall
‘e invested with the crown of those kingdems.”

Spain and Holland had been gained over by
the influence of France, with which power they
had jointly treated at Amiens. By virtue of &
treaty in 1796, Spain became bound to furnish
a contingent of troops and ships to assist France,
in opposition to any power with which she might
be at war. Spain was to remain neutral, but
this not being sustained by Britain, Spain de<
clared war against her, on the 12th of Decem-
ber, 1804, for different reasens which were enus
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merated in her state paper. Her North Ameri«
can settlements were bestowed on France, and
disposed of by that power to enrich her treasury.
Her fleet was sacrificed to support the ambition
of her ally, and of course she was destitute of
the means of protecting her foreign provinces,
either from the grasp of such adventurers as
Miranda, or from the regular forces of her ene~
mies. Her commerce was fast verging to de«
struction, and her revenues were rapidly on the
decline. Both kin% and heir apparent were une
der the controul of the Prince of Peace, a mi«
nister who was under the complete influence of
Bonaparte. The characteristics of Spain were
bigotry, poverty, and humiliation ; and in vain
bad she recourse to beads and priests, to pro-
cesgions and images, to exalt her in the scale of
nations. A reform of old establishments and
sublic abuses, could alone be effected by totally
ifferent means.

.As the ships of Spain were employed, and
numbers of them lost in fighting the battles of
France, so the flower of her army was sent into, .
Germany, to enable Bonaparte to subdue Austria,
Prussia, and Russia. These troops were drawn

. far from Spain, to weaken the regular forces, and
French troops were introduced, under pretence
‘of taking possession of the harbours of Poytugal.
This indecd was a mere pretence, for no ssoner
did they enter Spain than they took possession
of her fortresses, and declared all those who re-
sisted to be in a state ‘of rebellion. When Bona-
parte once formed his plans, and the time for
execution arrived, he never hesitated in carry-

2

g



172 " LIFE OF BONAPARTE.

ing them forward, ‘He consequently found =
pretext for drawing out of Spain about 16,000
of her best treops, and sending them to such a
distance, as to render it extremely improbable
that they could impede his designs. He pro-
posed a match between the Prince of Asturias
and a relation of his own, whom he had maru
Jaclured into a princess, to which Ferdinand
agreed with extreme reluctance, and would have
absolutely refused, had he not been afraid of
Bonaparte’s displeasure, ‘and of hurtifg the al-
liance between the two crowns. The Madrid
‘gazette of 81st of March, 1808, when the prince
bhad succeeded to the throne, after the abdica-
tion of his father, said, ¢ That with the view
of promoting the prosperity of the Spanish em-
pire, he wished, in October 1807, to marry a
French princess of the blood (probably of the
blood of Adam,) and that the steps he had taken
for that purpose were perfectly his own, and
without compulsion.” This, however, was the
‘language of policy, and not of the heart. This
marriage was not proposed by Bonaparte to see
cure the crown of Spain to Ferdinand, as Be had
determined before-hand to put an end to this -
dynasty in Spain. Cevallos thought, and pro-
bably with great justice, that this propesal was
made to foment discord in the royal family of
Spuin, and, under the appearance of promoting
his interest, to cover from Ferdinand his real
designs. : o

It was not sufficient for Napoleon, that he
had got his army into the heart of Spain. ¥
was determined to gain possession of its princi»
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pal fortresses, and such were his address and
treachery, that he obtained his purpose with
little or no difficulty. The manner in which a
French corps obtained possession of Barcelona
is a convincing proof of this, On the 18th of
February, about 10,000 French troops arrived
in the neighbourhood of that city, which, as the
commander affirmed, were marching to Valeacia,
to which place he desired passports from the go.
vernor. Fhat his troops might rest and refresh
themselves, he declared his design to halt a few
days at Barcelona, should the governgr grant
permission. He agreed to his request; the
gates of the city were thrown open to the
French army; end the. inhabitants received
and treated them with the utmost kindness and
hospitality. In three days the generale was
beaten, and the whole French army appeared
.ap parade, prepared, and seemingly intendi
33;% imgxeg;ately. The inhab%thts assennlg-
bled to take leave of their friends, when to their
gsm?;shment the French army divided into two
- bodies; . one of which marched to the citadel, of
whiid®t they took immediate possession, and the
ather'to. Mountjoi, a fort on the top of the hill
comimanding the town. Here was a garrison of
6000 Spaniards, whom the French ordered to
surrender, to whom the commandant replied,
that he must wait for the instructions of his ge«
vernment, but that the French troops in the
mean time should be supplied with every acs
. odation. -The French officer insisted that
rc:ders'sboﬁdbﬁnstanﬂy executed, op which
¢N¥ -Spaniards gave up the fort. Besides tho
& g ’_

v
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army which got possession of Barcelona in this
treachercus manner, the number of troops whieh
entered Spain through Irun amounted to 71,789
infantry, and 10,104 cavalry.
In pursuance of his insidious measures against
the royal family, having obtained a firm footing
-in Spain, Bonaparte, in a letter to Charles, com-
plained in reproachful terms, that he had not
renewed the proposals of the marriage of his
son with a French princess,—~To this Ei:rles re.
plied, that the marriage was still agreeable to
him, and that it should take place immediately.
Finding from this that he had missed his aim,
he determined to intimate his designs more un«
equivocally to the royal family. Esquerdo was
sent to the king and queen, who were then at
Aranjuez, with a message which Bonaparte
would not commit to writing. Godoy conduct-
ed him into the royal presence, and nope but
the parties themselves can tell what passed; hfs
stay was short, and after his departure the king
and queen seemed to relish the plan of emigrat-
ing to South America, after the example of the
"Prince Regent of Portugal. To this they would
be the more inclined, should imprisonment or
. death be the alternative on refusing to comply.
Godoy most probsbly advised this mecasure, that
by emigrating along with his master, he might
escape the vengeance of Napoleon. This wes a
matter of too great magnitude to be long kept a
profound secret. It was not to be supposed
they wauld take their departure. for such a dis-
tant country, without acquainting the Prince of
Asturins and his brother, The confusion of
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bhc affairs ; the want of confidence in the
r;ads of government, and the undue influence
. which Godoy was known to have over the mind
of the king, were the pralific sources of inex-
: pressible agitation.
<. Among the perils with which the king appre-
.hended himself sufrounded, and which were
still increasing, he adopted the strange resolu-
tion of abdicating the throne in favour of Fere
. divand, his heir and natural successor. The
. royal decree in which Charles made known his
resolution, declared, that his habityal infirmities
_did not_permit him any longer to sustain the
-weight of government, and that the re-establish-
-ment of his health, requiring a more temperate
-climate, after the most mature deliberation, he
-had resolved to abdicate his crown in favour of
his son, the Prince of Asturigs. That the ac-
cgsswn of Ferdinand to the throne was by no
 agreeable to Bonaparte, is beyond a doubt,
gp Qf course Murat was the only dlplomatno
pcter who ald not congratulate him on that
.. J3e hastened the march of his army to
pital, and the new king sent e-deputation
grandees to Bayonne, to compliment
pojeop; on his arrival ; and he paid the same
sttentiop to Murat wb,en he approached to Mae
drid. fbe French general sent a person offi-
ciglly to Charles and his Queen, condoling with
the seyerity of his fate, and assuring,
h;s abdication was involuntary, he
, e him the assistance and support of
,emperor. Charles affirmed that his cala-
Bties were br_oqght upon :him “by his own sop,-
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with the dSeistance of Caballero, the minister ol

justice. Had he not resigned, he was of opinion

that his own life and that of the queen would

bave fallen a sacrifice. The result of this ine

terview was faithfully transmitted to Bonaparte.
On the public entry of the new king into Ma«

drid, Murat had the most unequivocal proof

that the accession of Ferdinand was inimical to

the designs of Bonaparte, from the enthusiastic

expressions. of joy which pervided the metroe

polis ; and therefore he had recourse to every

mean, short of violence, to draw him awav from

Madrid. He laboygfed to

that if he would go and iucc

had already entered . Spain, he w

Such a flattering compliment, that he weuid in«

stantly recognize his title to the throne. Ge-

néral Savary, who had come from the

French emperor, répeated the

Beforeé the deluded Ferdinand

sured his subjects, in a royal dec--

great satisfaction in the a

mighty aily the Emperor o1

well might !} as it promised to be

to his kingdom. He left his capiuu

dnly for a few days (he might have

in order to shew proper marks of

attachment to the Emperor.

absence, he bad appointed a supreme

the head of which he had placed his

Antonio. He recommended t

sbedience to the laws; and hopru

cultivate a good understanding with the

Aroops in Madrig, affording them
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plies of every thing necessary for their main-
tenanee, till- the object of the Emperor’s visit,
which was the firmer and closer allignce of the
two nations, should be accomplished. :

Savary assured him that he would meet the
Empemr at Burgos, although perfectly con-
vinced -that he was telling. a lie upon the ho<
nour of a soldier; and Ferdinand on his arrival
found himself deceived. With a similar false~
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and set out for Bayorne under a strong es=
cort, to which place the king and queen ime
mediately followed. Ferdinand was obliged to
‘renounce his claim to the crown, for Bonaparte
addressed him in these words: ¢ Prince, you
have only 1o cheose between accession and
death” He was to have the annual sum of
* 1,000,000 of livres, the title of Royal Highness,
and the domain of Navarre.
* Abounding as the annals of mankind are, ese
pecially in these latter wnparalieled and rg“-
tentous times, in examples of treachery, perfidy,
and violence, it would be- difficult to point out
- one deed, which in every part of its perform.
'ance, in its own nature, or in the character of
the means by which it was carried into execution,
bore such stropg and infamots marks of villziny.
Hed not the indignation and abhaorrence of Eu-
sope been almest worn out, by what it had wite
nessed and felt for 20 years before, the occure
vences of Bayonne Would have created more ase
tonishment than they really did. But that ace
tion, which at any former period would have
warked the age in which it bad been performed,
gs permanent in deceit and outrage, occurring
after a regular series of deeds similar in nature,
though left far behind in the degree of their
ilt, was by no means regarded with the abe
 horrence it ought to have excited. It was a
transaction presenting thronghout the whole of
its progress ne intermission of villainy, and not

ene feature even of daring greatness or consum.. .

mate talent,"

~

L1}
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Jjects. - We have always beard that’ Charles. IV.’
was an extremely weak prince, but we can scarce~
ly think that his children are so likewise ; and
when we recollect that he and his whole family
were swindled out of Spain by the artifice and
cunning of Bonaparte, we ought not rashly to’
attribute theig conduct to an act of their own
choice. But as their renunciation of their rights
to the Spanish throne have been given fo the
.world, our readers may judge from these whether
they acted from the heart, or under the infernal
;:unning and superior power of Napoleon the
ast. ’ ’

We shall now turn our attention more particu«
larly to the affairs of France. The Emperor
Alexander of all the Russias, completely suba

- dued by the superior power of Bonaparte, wroté

a letter, in conjunction with the self-elected em="
peror of the French, from Erfurth, dsted the-
12th October, to his Britannic Majesty, on the
subject of peace, of which the following is a copy. -
¢ Sire,~The present circumstances of Europe
have brought us together at Erfurth. Our first
thought is to yield to the wish and the wants of¥ -
every people, and to seek, in a speedy pacifica='
tion with your majesty, the most efficacious re=
medy for the miseries which oppress all nations.
We make known to your Majesty our sincere
desire in this respect by the present letter. The
long and bloody war which has torn the. Conti-
nent is at an end, without the possibility of be-
ing renewed. Many changes have taken place '
in Europe ; many states have been overthrown.
The cause is to be found in the state of agitation
’ R
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ang migery-in. which the stagnation, of maritime:
commerce has placed the greatest nations. Still
greater changes may yet take place, and all of
them contrary, tq the policy .of the English na..
tion.  Peace, then, is at oneg the interest of the.
iqntjneﬁt, asitis the interest of the people of.
jreat. Britain.. We unite in engreating your
. Majesty to listen to the voice of humanity, sie
lencing that of the passions; to seek, with the
intention of arriving at that object, to conciliate
ajl interests, and by, that means tq preserve all-
the powers which exist, and so insure the happi-.
ness of Europe and of this generation, at t
head of which Providence has placed.us. -+ .
... (Signed) . Arexanpen.—NapoLEon.”
* . “"'his gave rise to a correspondence between M,
dg Champagny on the part of France, and Mr..
Canning.on the part of Great Britain, which was
not produetive of peace, Mr. Canning, in his
last note to Champagny, says: * But his, Ma-
jesty is determined pet to abandan the cause of .
the Spanish nation and of the legitimate me-
narchy of Spain’; and the pretensions of France
to exclude from the negociation the central and
supreme government, acting in the name of his
Catholic Majesty Ferdinand VI1I. is one which
*his Majesty could not admit without acquiescing
in.an usurpation which has no parallelin the hise
tory of the world, .
P (Signed)  GeorGe CaNNING.”
Hostilities beingagain renewed between France
Austria, Bonaparte was personally pre-
sent at, the battle of Abensburg, where hLe de-
termined to beat apd destroy the corps of the:
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Archdike Louis and Genetal Keller, amounting
to about 60,000 men. He took post at- Abens
‘burg on the 6th of May, 1809 ; he gave orders
‘to the Duke of Averstadt to keep the corps of
“Hehinzollern, of Rosénberg, and Lichtenstein,
in check, while with the two divisions ef Morantl
and Gudin, the Bavarians and the Wirterne
‘berghers, he attacked the army of the Archduke
‘Louis and Qeneral Keller in front, and caused
‘the communications of the enemy to be cut off
‘by the Duke of Rivoli, who, passing by Frey«
“burg, -from thence proceeded to the rear of the
Austrian army. The divisions of Morand antl
‘Gudin formed the left, and manceuvred under
the orders of the Duke of Montebello. - On the.
-10th of May, about 9 d’clock in the morning, the
: Emperor of the French appeared with the corps
of the Marshal Duke of Montebello, at the gates
‘of Vienna, - It was just one month, en the same
‘day and hour, that the Austrian army had crossed
the Inn, and the Emperor Francis had rendered
“himself guilty of a breach of faith, which wis
" the prognostic of his overthrow. The emperor
experienced a secretsatisfaction, when, approach«
ing the immense suburbs of Vienna, a nunrerous
populace, wonien, children, and old men, ‘hast-
ened to meet the French army, and received the
soldiers as friends. . -,
There were found at Vienna 500 pieces of cahe
non, a great number of carriages, and immense
quantities of ball, &c.- The Austrian monarchy
issued upwards of 300,000,000 of paper fo sup« -
" port the preparations for this war, and the num-
* ber of bills in circulation amounted to more than
2
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1,500,000,000. During the bombardment of"-
.Vienna, only about ten houses were destroyed ;
.and the people remarked, that this misfortune
fell upon the most zealous promoters of the war.
The grand object with Bonaparte was to de-
throne all the lawful sovereigns of Europe, and
replace them by his brothers or favourite generals,
that he might in the issue be more than a match
for the whole civilized world. His brothers,
while they acted in subservience to his designs,
-naturally adopted his style, as appears from the
following proclamation of King Joseph, usurper
of the Spanish throne. ’

« *“ Spaniards, the moment is arrived when you
can listen with advantage to the truths which I
.am about to utter. Thinking persons well know,
.that for more than a century the force of circume
.stances, which masters all events, determined
. that Spain should be the friend and ally of France.
:When an extraordinary revolution hurled from
.the throne, the house.that reigned in France, it
"was the duty of the Spanish branch to support
_it, and not to lay down its ayms until it was re-
_established, to preserve itself from the same -
fate. It required a spirit of heroism to adopt
such a resolution. It was thought better to wait
_for that from the progress of time, to obtain
which by arms, courage was wanting. The ca-
_binet of Madrid disclosed its intentions in arme
. ing against France, when it perceived her en<

d in a remote war. The victory of Jena

. confounded its projects. It vainly endeavoured
to relurn to its system of dissimulation, and.to
_resume the spirit of the negociators of Basle.
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~The Congiieror of Europe would not allow him-
_self to be duped. The princes of the house of
- Spain, not having the courage to fight, renounc«

ed the crown, and were content to make stipula«
tions for their private interests. The- Spanish
grandees, the generals, the chiefs of the nations,
recognized these traths. I received their oaths .
at Madrid ; but the occurrence at Baylen threw
every thing into confusion. The timid became
. alarmed, but the enlightened and conscientious
remained true to me. A new continental war,
and the assistance of England, prolonged an une=
" qual contest, of which the nation feels all the
horrors. The issue was hever doubtful ; the fate
“of arms has this day declared so. If tranquillity
is net immediately restored, who can foréee the
consequences of such blind obstinacy # It is the
“interest of France to preserve Spain (as a tid-bit
Jor Joe) entire and independent, if she become
again her friend and ally, but if she continue hér
enemy, it is the duty of France to weaken, to
dismember, and to destroy her. Ged, who reads
the hearts of men, knows with what view I thus
address you. Spaniards, the irrevocable destiny
is not yet pronounced. Cease. to suffer your«
selves to be duped by the passions excited by
-the common enemy. Employ your understande -
ing; it will pointout to you in the French troops,
“friends who are ready to defend you—It is yet
‘time; rally around me. May this day open to
Spain a new @ra of glory and happiness. i
¢ I the Kina.”
About the month of February, 1810, the city
-and territory of Rome were annexed to France,
3
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and the whole spiritual power of the Pope come
- pletely abolished in every part of the French
~dominions. Bonaparte by such a step, reduced
the mistress of the world to the second city, and
“thetitle of the king of Rome was conferred on the
“heir apparent of the French empire. About the
"same time it was decreed by Napoleon, emperor
of the French, that the edict of Louis XIV&
_ founded on the declaration of the tlergy of France
_respecting the ecclesiastical power made in the
aonth of March, 1682, shall be a general law of
"the empire. The chief point of this declaration
is, that neither the successors of St. Peter, nor

_even the whole church, have received from God

_any power over things temporal and civil, a posi-
tion which sound reasoning will never contro-

_vert, and upen this principle no clergyman has

. any right to interfere with the affairs of the state.
Bonaparte said, and wig'n the utmost propriety,
that the power of the church extends only over
spiritual matters; and the inference he drew from
this fact was, that the sovereigns of France are

" subject to no ecclesiastical power whatever in

" temporal matters. The chief article is followed
by other three, deelaring that, even in spiritual

" matters,—the power of the Pope is limited by
the council of Constance, and by the usages and

" constitutions of the Gallican church.

" The emperor, in his message to the senate, on
the 27th of -February, 1810, informed them,
that the Prince of Neufchatel was dispatched as
ambassador extraordinary, to solicit the hand of
the Archduchess Maria Louisa, daughter of the
Emperor of Austria, and that he had ordered the
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articles of the treaty of marriage which was con-
‘cluded, signed, and ratified, to be laid before
them. This marriage could not be agreeable to
«he Emperor of Germany nor his daughter, al-
though the humbled state of the former made it
dangerous for him to refuse. It was at best but
-an adulterous connection ; for though Josephina’
was repudiated, she could not be legally divorced.
.Surely her having no children at an age past the
.Eeriod of child bearing, could be no fault ;; and
“however little reason she might perhaps have to
love Bonaparte, we can scarcely believe that her
giving up all claim to him was a voluntary act.
After the emperor had delivered his sentiments
on the subject, she thus spoke. * By the per=
mission of our dear and august consort, 1 ought
to declare, that, not preserving any hope of hav-
ing children, which may fulfil the wants of his
policy, and the interest of Erance, I amn pleased
to give him the greatest proof of attachment and
devotion which has ever been given on earth. I
possess all from his bounty; it was his hand
which crowned me, and from the heights of the
‘throne I have received proofs of affection and
love from the French people. I think I prove
ayself grateful to the dissolution of a marriage
which herctofore was an obstacle to the welfare
.of France ; which deprived it of the happiness
of being one day governed-by the descendants of
a great man, evidently raised up by providence
to efface the evils of a terrible revolution, and
to re-establish the altar, the throne, and social
order. = But the dissolution of my marriage will,
in no degree, change the sentiments of my. heart.
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" his nefarious purpose in- the abdication of the
crowh of Spain, by its legitimate sovereigns
:Charles and ‘Ferdinand ; and having obtained.
.an address from Charles, one from the Central
-Junta, and another from the Supréme Inquisition,
.urging the Spaniards to submit quietly te the
‘mew order of things, Bonaparte seemed to have

" ‘iobtained his object almost without resistance..

-The people, however, were already aroused to
‘wengeance. ‘Murat, less accommodating than
almost any of the French generals, demanded
the sword of Francis I. King of France, sure
“ rendered ut the battle of Pavis, in the time of the
Emperor Chiarles V. It was carried with much

" pomp to the lodgings of the grand Duke of Berg.

His next.demand ‘was for great coats, of whith
" his army was in want. He controlled the Junta,
(Jeftin the administration of effairs by Ferdinand,
-and had the address to procure -his election as
« their president, which at ence filled up the mea«
 gure of their disgrace, and completed the m‘mtih
-of Murat. - These things paved the way to the
. resistanee offered on the 2d of May, to the

+ French troops which were re-introduced into the

“'capital, the dreadful vengeance taken by the
- French, and the scenes of blood which presented
themselves in the great street of Alcala, the
* Sun Gate; and the Great Squares. .
The same spirit which led to resistance in the

" capital, pervaded the northern provinces, and

soon discovered itself in‘undisguised opposition
to the French. Asturias and Gallicia, the last
refuge of Spanish independence in the time of
the Moors, took the lead, and were soon follows
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pd by almost every part of the kingdoms hot imé
mediately intimidated by the armies of Frande,
The Juntas which were rapidly formed in the
provinces, issued the most energetic proclama«
tions, containing representations of the treachery
of Bonaparte to their royal family, and. the fatal
cansequences which would result fram tame sube
mission to the man who had involved $o0 many
governments of Europe in slavery and degrada-
tion. To encourage them to rise for their in
dependence, they were informed that the eyes
the countries which were crushed by his armis;
and even of France herself, were now fixed upon
them, and anxiously wiited for am .opportunity
of uniting with them to procure independence,
tranquillity, and happiness to the continent of
Europe. The Junta at Seville proclaimed Fer«
A King of Spain, formed infefior juntas,
.possession of military steres, and  called
ygigh all persons who had no children, from 16
to 45, to enrol themselves. They proclaimed
war against France, and peace with Britain.
This was the only nation from which they could
l?’m»eedy and extensive assistance. Two
Mimen were sent to England by the Junta of
Asturias, to acquaint our gavernment with the
actual state of Spain, and to crave their dssiste
ance in the arduous conflict in which they wete
engaged. The Ministry in parliament, and his
y»in kigipeach at the close of the session,.
e the mestd it assurance of their coopesi -
<. Arms; ammunition, and “clothing, were-
ipplied hy fast-sailing vessels to Gallicia and.
a le!officers were :sent to Spain ter °
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learn the state of the country, and to inform and
direct our government as to the assistance most
immediately wanted ; and an army was held in
‘readiness to embark for their relief. By an or-
der in council, of the 4th of July, peace with
Spain‘was restored, the blockade of their ports
was raised, and all the prisoniers of war belong-
' ing to that country were set at liberty,

- .The Marquis de Solano, -governor-general of
Andalusia, being commonly suspected of trea-
chery, was put to death in an insurrection of the
inhabitants of Cadiz, and Don Morla was in=
vested with the command, as a man of peculiar
firmness of mind. By his address, in conjunc«
tion with the directions of Admiral Purvis, com«
mander of the fleet at Gibraltar, five French
sail of the line and a frigate, under the com«
mand of Admiral Aosilly, after a contest of
three days, were obliged to surrender to the
‘Spanish gun-boats. Dupont, whom Murat had
dispatched from Madrid with a considerable
. force to the south of Spain, especially with a
view to preserve this fleet, after he had reached
Cordova, was obliged to measure back his steps,
and surrender to the Spaniards, who cut off his
retreat at the Sierra Morena. This victory was
gained by Castanos, who rigidly adhered to the-
advice of the Junta of Seville, which: recom- -
mended a prolonged and cautious mode- of war~
fare. Sucg was the situation of Dupont, that
he could not receive any regular supplies of
Pprovisions ; and on the 19th of July, a decisive’
battle was fought between him and Reding, in-
which the Spaniards obtained :the victory at all-
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points, and the 'whole of the French army were
to ‘deliver up their arms, till they arrived at
Cadiz, where they were to be embarked ard
sent to Rochefort.” Prior to the battle, the
French force amounted to 14,000 men, of
whem nearly 8000 were killed and wounded.
“The Spanish force amounted to 25,000 men, of
whom one half were peasantry; and they lost
abeut 1200 in killed and wounded. -

The cause of the patriots was equally suc-
cessful in other parts of Spain, and their arniies
were placed under the direction of brave and.
able generals. Palafox was charged with the
defence of Arragon, whose army was fully ade--
‘quate to repel the ferocious attacks of the French'
on the city of Saragossa ; in the defence of which-
he wasaided by women, who vied with their hus~
bands, sons, and brothers in the display of he-
roism. They rushed into the midst of the bat-
tle, supplied the wounded with refreshments,
and by their example animated all to such ex-
ertions as have not been surpassed in the annals
of modern warfare. The French army in Va
lencia was defeated and drawn off with great
slaughter ; and the patriot army in the north
under Cuesta was also defeated, but its retreat.
was covered by General Blake in a very mas-
terly manner. This took place near Vallddalid, :
on the 14th of July. The French force under
Lassalles consisted of 10,000 infantry, 2000
cavalry and artillery, and a large proportion of
cannon. The army of the patriots amounted to
nearly 14,000 infantry, but they were almost .
destitute of cavalry. They had 26 pieces of
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caonon;- and 2 body of peasdntry was also ate
tached to the regular treops. The Freach were
vepulsed at the first onset, but owing to the nas
ture of the ground, which was level and open,
and their want of eavalry, the Spaniards were
obliged to fall back. .. . . -
" - The two great objects for which the Junta of
Bonapaste were assembled at Bayonne, being
accomplished, "viz. the forrnal reception of brow
- ther Joieph as Sovereign of Spain, and theirac-
ceptance of the new constitution, Joseph set out
for his new capital, attended by some of the
most.fllustrious men in Spain ;' and was crown-
ed amidst the indignant. gloom of ‘the inhabi
tants, on the very day that Dupont was farced-
to surrender to Castanos. This had such ine
fluenice on the prior arrangement of the French:
troops, that Bessieres durst not venture to

geed to Portugal ; and Joseph, on the 27th of
July, in the short space of a-week, was obliged
to consult his safety in flight : he marched with
all possible haste towards Burgos, accompanied:
by 10,000 men.

- The confidence of the Spaniards in their own
strength was evident, from their declining to
accept of the assistance offered them by Sir Ar-
thur Wellesley (now Duke of Wellington,) who
arrived off the coast, with a strong and well ap.-
pointed armament. This was in the first in<
stance offered to the Spaniards ; but they ad.
vised Sir Arthur to proceed to Portugal, ta act-
against Junot. No sooner was Spain aware,
however, of the extent of Bonaparte’s ptepara= .
tions, than she readily accepted the renewed
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proposals of .the British mitiistry, - tha¢ military
stores, money, and traops should be sent to
‘shem. Thirteen thousand men under Sir Da-
-vid Baird, were landed 4t Corunna with all ez«
‘pedition ; .and a larger force¢ had been dispatch-
-ed from Portugal, under Sir John Moore.
Bonaparte expressed his wishes and unfolded
‘his plans to his troops assembled at parade on
the Carousel, in the most violent and outrageous
" -snanner. Having ardered them to be formed
into close columns, and the officers being asseni«
-bled, he told them, that after having triumphed
-om the banks of the Danube and the Vistula,
-and passed through Germany by forced marches,
- he should, without allowing them a moment’s
- xest, order them to march through France. He
bad occasion for their immedidte service. The
: Bideous presence '¢f the leopard of England eon«
taminated the peninsula of Spain and Portugal.
It was incumbent on them to drive him with
.dismay and destruction from  the Centinent.
The pillars of Hercules must witness their con~
quering and avenging prowess. From it would
result a prosperous and durable peace, and the
consequent prosperity of France. These were
-the objects the nearest his heart ; the wish to
obtain them alone induced him to call for their
exertions. What they had already done placed
them on a level with the Romen legions: what
remained, what he had no doubt they would
perform with as much cheerfulness, prompti=
tude, and success, would, if pessible, augment
their glory, secure the happiness-of their coune
- . . z - . . .
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try, and imprint its remembrance deeply and
-permanently on his heart.
It was not till after the Spanish armies under
- Castanos, Blake, and Belvidera had been defeat-
-ed, that the brave Sir John Mcure, on the 14th
of November, arrived. at Salamanca with 15,000
men; and Sir David Baird with 14,000 about
‘the ‘same 'time, at Astorga..® They, together
‘with General Hope, whose brigade of 10,000
.men were on their march-to Madrid, on receive~
-ing intelligence of the army of Castanos, began
-their retreat. Happy had it been for the Bri«
tish army and for its justly renowned comman-
der, had they persisted in this determination.
- But being urged in dispatch after dispatch from
‘Mr. Frere, the British envoy in Spain, and _
even threatened with the high displeasure of
-government, if he did not alter his resolution ;
misinformed by the Prince Castelfranco and
Morla, governors of Madrid, .in a paper signed
by them, in the name of the Supreme Junta,
-bearing date the 2d of December, in which they
declared, that there were 40,000 men in Madrid;
‘that Castanos was rapidly falling back on the ca-
- pital ; that St. Juan was on his way with 10,000
' men, and that they were in no immediate ap-
- prehensions for the safety of the place, Sir John
Moore unfortunately departed from his former
resolution, and the two divisions of the army re-
- sumed their respective stations at Astorga and-
Salamanca. He was informed on the 9th, by
General Graham, whom he had dispatched for
- Talavera, to obtain more accurate information
from the Supreme Junta, that Madrid had capi«
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tolated on the $d, but that the people still cone
tinned resolute, and would not admit the French.
“This was equally false, for the strong post at
‘Samosierra, defended by 13,000 men, and 16
“pieces of eannon, having been forced, the Duke
of Istria got possession of the heights of Madrid.
After the refusal of the first summons, a breach
was made in the walls of the Reteiro by 30 pieces o
of cannon. On receiving the third summons,
demanding immediate submission, they request-
‘ed a suspension of hostilities ; the capitulation
‘was eoncluded, and the French got possession
on the 5th of December. '
. About this time the operations in Portugal
were more interesting in themselves, and fol-
Jowed by more impertant results. Marshal
‘Beresford was placed at the head of their army ;
and & number of Portuguese troops were like-
wise incorporated withﬁe army of Wellington.
When his lordship retreated after the battle of
Talavera, he had the protection of Portugal
chiefly in his eye ; and to make up for the in-
ferionity of the troops that Britain could afford,
and the want of experience in those of the Por-
tuguese, he made choice of a position which
was strong both by nature and art. It was
near the Tagus, and of course he could easily
obtain supplies from Britain, and embark his
troops with safety and dispatch, if overpowered
by the vast armies of Frante. Upon the same
principle the French would find themselves in
the heart of a hostile country, where it would
e next to impossible to procure the necessa
supplies ; and where their retreat, if found ne«
3
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.cessary, would be hazardous in the extreme,
To retard the progress of the enemy as much
as possible, Lord Wellington, with about 90,000
.men, of whom only 30,000 were British, ad=
vanced to the north-eastern frontier of the
.Peninsula, Massena’s army, by his own ace
_count, was 100,000 strong, who carried on the
seige of Ciudad Rodrigo with great activity, and

" the garrison only surrended when the place was
.no longer tenable. Massena advanced, and
Lord Wellington retired, - thus drawing the
enemy still farther from supplies, while his lord-
ship was falling back on his own reinforcéments.
Under these circumstances the army of Mas-
.sena was_considered as already on the verge of
destruction, from the want of provisions and re-
inforcements, which he could not reasonably ex-
pect in any sufficient quantity, considering the
season of the year, the state of the roads, and
the hostility of the country. It was concluded
‘that he would either risk an engagement, or be
_forced to retreat ; but. contrary to all expectation,
he still kept his pesition before. Torres Vedras,
long after his army was said to be starving,. He
began his retreat on the 14th of November, fol-
-Jowed next morning by the allied army, eagerly
bent on his destruction, which they- expected
was now at hand. Massena, however, made
good his retreat to Santarem, and took up a
position so strong both by nature and art, that
it would have been madness to attack him in it.
Of this Lord Wellington was aware,and the
 Frepch commander shewed no inclination to
Jeave it in a hurry, or of giving his antagonist

d
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baule. At last with the utmost secrecy, he broke
up, from Santarem on the 5th of March, and
after a march of 30 days, attended with various
_suecess, he crossed the Portuguese frontier,
which extorted from Lord Wellington a warm
tribute of applause. Although the French army
in its retreat had suffered less than was expected,
in consequence of the masterly conduct of Mas-
sena, yet Lord Wellington was of opinion that

~ the enemy’s army would not for some time be

Ju a situation to attempt the relief of Almeida,
the ouly place which they held in Portugal.

- Massena entered Spain on the 4th of April,
.and by the end of that month, contrary to the
.opinien of Lord Wellington, he was ready to
Aake the field for the relief of Almeida; but
.after a long and desperate conﬂict, it was left to
.ats fate, which fell of course into the hands of
he allies. - Massena was succeeded by Marshal
Marmont ; the siege of Badajoz was renewed ;
and Soult being reinforced by 15,000 men
wnder Drouet, Lord Wellmgt.on abandoned
‘it. He next advanced against Ciudad Redrigo
Jn the month of October, in order to favour the
</aperations of the Spaniards, and keep the French

~aill on the alert; but finding the enemy great«

<superior in strength he retreated, and the
ui’ﬂgncb, after. relieving Ciudad_Rodrigo, ﬁled
fowards Salgmam;a and Plaeentia. -
~As ous.limits imperiously call for. brevity, we
et anly ‘remark here, that such was the skill,
, t.b@;qblevements, such the deeds of valour
AP Lord Wellington, and the main
‘R } of the g itish army serving under him in
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8pain, about the time of which we now treat, that
they. extorted praise from the warmest oppo-
nents of British. measures, exalted the military
character of Britons, greatly eclipsed the splen=
dor of the most renowed marshals, and of the
most hereic armies of France ; they lowered the
tone of Bonaparte, who was now capable of es-
timating with what success he had chained the
BriTisH LEorarp, and driven the British army
into the sea! It is evident that he was come
pletely disappeinted in his plans with respect to
the conquest of the Peninsula, and by no means
aware, at the commencement 6f his operations,
of the resistance he would meet with in the con-
test. About the beginning of the year 1811, he
varied his mode of warfare, as he became more
and more persuaded of the necessity of gaining
possession of the principal cities in the Penin-
sula. He therefore commenced the seige of
Cadiz; and Suchet made Tarragona the first
object of his attack, the commandant of which
surrended on the 9th, when He and 350 officers,
and 3,500 men, were made prisoners of war.
After the fall of Tarragona, Suchet hastened to
Valencia, in order to lay seige to the capital of
that province, which surrendered on the terms
offered by the French general. :
Tariffa in‘ Andalusia,” was invested by a
French army of 10,000 men on the 20th of
December, with a regular train of battering ar-
tillery. A flag of truce was hoisted after a severe
action, from motives of humanity, to permit the
enemy to carry off their wounded, of which
General Laval, the French comman der-in-chief,
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availed himself with suitable expressions of grae
titude. . From the partial -fire kept up. by the
enemy after a severe loss, it.was believed that
he intended to make another assault ; but taking
the advantage of a very dark and stormy night,
he effected a precipitate retreat, to the astonishs
ment of the British, leaving behind him all his
‘artillery, ammunition, and .stores. It is said
that Marshal Victor was present in;the French -
camp, and ordered the retreat, being. mortified
by the unsuccessful igsue of such a determined
effort of 10,000, opposed by only: 1,800 British
and Spaniards. Ciudad Redrigo was at length
taken by storm, which added apother laurel to
the brows of Lord Wellington.. This eveut took
place on the-19th of January, 1812, attended by
all those characteristics of bravery and diseipline
which shone so censpicuous in the British troeps,
and which fully entitled them to rank with the
Dbest soldiers in Europe. - For this impertant
service, the Cortes rewarded Lord Wellington
with the title of Duke of Ciudad Rodrigo, and
the Prince Regent of Britain advanced him to
ahe dignity of Earl, and Parliament voted him a
pension of L.2000 a year.

Although the severe Joss in the battle of Sa-,
lamanca did not shake the resolution of Soult to.
-maintain his hold of Andalusia apnd the south, .
be was no sooner acquainted with the capture of
Madrid, than he left the lines before Cadiz, and
seemed determined to abandon every other ob-
Jject for the recovery of the capital. Destroying
all the ammunition and stores which he coul i
not carry with him, he raised the siege in %"

Y
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niight of the 24th.of August.’ Having formed a
junction with Sucket and- the:army of the cens
tre, these united corps amounted to 70,000 mem
Xe directed: his-march to the capital, and detere
#hined ‘ts: drive sthe -allied ermy beyond the
Bpanish frontier. - Heleft Madrid, and advanced
4 inst Lord - Wellington ‘with 90,000 men.
_ Carefully shunning an -attack, he threw himself
into, pesitiens which threatened the communica~
tion of the 3llied atmy with Partugal. Lord Wel«
lington now found himself obliged to retreat to
the frontiers, where his troops were distributed
into cantonments, the season being no longer
favourable for active eperations.
- The report of an approaching rupture betweea
France and Russia, so often eirculated in 1811,
was  completely silenced in the following year.
A war in the north seemed to have been long
premeditated by Boneparte ; and by a decisive
stroke in that quarter, he fondly hoped to esta=
blish his' supremacy- in the European systens
He was manifestly paving the way for the attack,
and he expected the signal overthrow of Alex~
ander’s empire, when he separated him from
those sovereigns with whem he had been in closg
: alliance, when he. obtained his sanction to his
designs on Spain and Portygel, and when he
_encouraged him to prolong the war with the
Ottoman Porte, into which Russia had hurried
herself without any just provocation. A French
alliance and separation from Britain, had always
been unpopular in Russia. When Bonaparte
gave licences to the subjects of France, permit-
ting them to trade direct with Britajn, evea
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when he wes' urging Bussia tp.the maest xigid
sherence to the, system of blockade, every fogls
ingiof interest and. honour. was, roused, and a
burst of indignation: pervaded: that vast empire..
Alexanded shared in.the commen feeling ; which
was greatly incrensed . by the partiality of Brie.
tain to the subjects of Alexander, however un«+
.}:ﬂly he had desgrted her cause, apd enlisted
imself on the sidte of her enemy. ; Bonaparte
parrowly watched the growing spiit of opposition
eon the part of Russia, and eagerly prepared at
once to place her in a state of absolute subjeetion,
and to complete the ruin of the influence of Bri«.
tain on the continent. His preparations for two-
years were the plainest indications of his design,
Austria and Prussia were preparing their aymies-
at the command of their master, and the fortix
fmq;ions of Dantzic were enlarged and strengthe.
. the army sent over the Pyrences after
the peace of Vienna, been able. to subjugate the-
Peninsula, the war in the nerth. would have
eommenced much earlier in the year:181]. He
had done enough however, to alarm the court of
St. Petersburgh, which more particulatly seized
the nobility, who intimated to Alexander, that
unless other measures were pursued, neither his,
_throne nor his life would be secure. Instead of
following out the career of victory in Turkey, a
large proportion of Russian troops were with<
drawn, and arrived on the Polish frontiers by:
forced marches. The army of the Russians
amounted to 300,000 .men, with which she de-
termined to act strictly on the defensive along
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the banks bf the Dwina, as these lay consideras
bly within her own territory, and abounded witle
a long range of fortifications and entrenched
camps. If her army could not make a stand heve,
it was determined to fall back on the interior,
and that Moscow would be in the line of retreat;
well aware that Bonaparte would not advance to
St. Peterstrirgh, leaving on his flank the whole
force of the Russian empire.« This line of retreas
too, abounded with forests, marshes, and deserts,
through which ‘the stupendous apparatus of a
mighty army could not be conveyed. It is said
that the army of Bonaparte - also amounted to
300,000 men, although the war office at Paris
made them more than double that number,
viz. 100,000 Poles, Confederation 120,000,
French 250,000, Italians 150,000, Austrians
90,000, Prussians 30,009, making a grand total
of 640,000 men! Bonaparte left Paris on the
9th of May, and on the 6th of June he crossed
the Vistula, and joined his army. He crossed'
the Niemen on the 28d, on the banks of which
river the Russians had arranged their whole
force. Bonaparte made his entry into Wilna on
the 28th, fixing his head-quarters where the Rus-'
sian court was held for six months. From this
place he continued to advance on the great road
to Smolensk. Here began a most desperatq en- .
ment on the morning of the 17th of August.

he city was soon in flames, which was desgribed
by Bonaparte with great propriety in the follow-
ing words. ¢ In the midst of a fine night in
August, Smolensk offered to the eyes of the
French, the spectacle that presents itself to the
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inhabitants - of Niples ddring’ dn “irruption of
Vesuvius,” ‘Two 'hours after the ‘commence~
ment of the conflagration, General Korff destroy-
ed'the communication with the right Bank of the’
Dhnieper, and then followed the steps of the lead«
ing columns. ' - T
« In passing ‘over the ashes of this city, Bona~:
parte was heard to exclaim, ¢ Never was a war’
prosecuted with such ferocity, never did defence’
put on so horrible a shape against the feelings of
self preservation, These people treat their own’
country as if they were its enemies.”  About
100,000 men were engaged in this conflict, and °
the loss on both sides must have been immense.
The Russians retreated unbroken from this ter-'
rific scene ; but whiether their general could be
fully justified in ordering this retreat, we pre-
sume netto determine.- His reasons were the
destruction eccasioned by the fire, and the terror
lest Bonaparte should intercept his retreat upon
Moscow. This was no doubt the only fortified
place that remained in possession of the Russians,
to cover their capital ; the officers were therefore .
displeased because it was so soon given up, for
“which reason Kutusoff, a veteran of 75? was
invested with the chief command. When hc
approached the capital, he determined to make
a stand, taking up a strong position at Borodino,
where he waited the attack of the enemy. -Bo-
naparte led his troops to battle, and addressed
them in the following manner. ¢ Soldiers! be-
hold the field of battle you have so much desired! "
henceforth victory depends on you ; it is neces
sary.to us; it will give us plenty, geod quarters-
T
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foy the winter, and. 2 speedy return. to our couns
try. Behave yourselves 3s.you did at Austerlitz,
at Friedland, at Witepsk, at Smolensk ; and that
the. latest posterity may speak of yeur conduct.
this day with pride—that it may sey of you
«'He was at that great battle under the walls of
Moscow.” - The dead  bodins. of the Russians
killed the day before covered the gromnd on:
which :they stood. This. tremendous -contest
commenced at six o’clock, and a'scene of human
carnage more awful is scarcely predented in the.
records of destruction. Sixty thousand dead and.
wounded covered the field, and yet its fartune ree-
mained undecided,.. The issug, 30 far as can be:
discovered by a collation of different accounts,
seems to have been pretty nearly equal., The
loss on both sides was immense. This ancient
metropolis- was in a short time inveloped in
flames ; but the man whe can assert for a mo~
ment, that the burning of Moscow was the work
of Bonaparte, must be worse than mad, .and la<

bouring under a peculiar state of mind, for which

no language has a name. . Humanity may shude
der at this dreadful act performed by the Rusa
sians themselves, but we can scarcely blame them

" for the terrible sacrifice. The cabinet of Russia

certainly afforded to the enemy, and to all man«
kind, the most awful proof of their detérmination.
never to yield. Considered in this view alone,
the spectacle of Moscow in flames must have
fearfulli{appalled the heart of Bonaparte. When
he left Moscow, his dismal retreat was harrassed
in a more dreadful manner, both by the Ruse’
sians and the clemeuts, +han any army which is

.
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récorded h history. : Ht has ‘been said ihat the
French in their retieat, weré not only reduced
to the painful necessity of eating horse flesh, but
- thet in some’ eases they dctually lived on 'the
bodies of their dead companions. They reachéd
Willia‘'on the 10th of December, where abun<
fidice of stores had been collected ; but they
ére ri6t permitted to eénjoy them, for General
hichagoff'sadvanced gaard drove them through
#ffe tswn almost without halting ; and the inde-
: ﬁg?bk Platoff, with his Righly civilized, highly
vited Cossacks, occupied the road to Kowno.
The following is given as the grand total of the
" 1668 ststained by the French, during the most
ilamitous campaign of which we have any ace
t: 41 gererals, ‘1208 officers, 167,510
nien, and 1,181 pieces of cannon ! Bonaparte
tarived at Paris from Wilna in 13 days, during
which time it was impossible he ecould enjoy
siuch: repose. Hé reached Paris on the 18th
ét midnight, and on the 20th he received the
addresses of the Senate, and of the Council of
state. The Emperor of France issued a decree
soon after his unfortunate arrival, consisting of
three articles, by the first of which 858,000 men
were placed at the disposal of the minister at
war, viz. 100,000 men forming the 100 cohorts
of the first ban of the national guards—100,000
men of the eonscription of 1809, 1810, 1811,
and 1812, taken from among those who had
not been called upon to make a part of the
active army ; 150,000 of the censcription of
1812. ' .
: 2
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.. While : Bonapaste .was usipg his utmest ene
deavows te recruis his aymy, or rather employ-
ed in‘reising another almost new, the Russians
continued to advance with. rapidity, and to die
minish- by all possible means- the miserable ‘re-
mains of the French.army,. The former wergin
a short time in possession of Memel, Tilsit, and
Koningsberg ; .the latter being utterly incapable
of making effectual resistance, retreated in the
best ‘manner they were able, in the melancholy
circumstances in whigh they were placed. On
the 13th of January, the Duke. of Tarentum
(Macdonald) arrived on the territory of Dantzic,
said to be in the best state of defence. It was-
blockaded In proportion as the Russians ad-
vanced, the Prussians:be, to .discover the
most poeigted hostility to the French, -and anx.
iously expected the arrival of the Russians. When
they _obtained possession of Warsaw, they did
not stop there, but proceeded boldly to. Posen,
where an action of importance took place, in
which they were victorious ; and on-the 20th of
* February, two days after the battle, they occu-
‘pied Berlin with 19,000 men. - They reached
Hamburgh about the 28th, where they reccived
a cordial welcome from the inhabitants as their
deliverers from the oppression of the French,
who immediately evacuated the city. Such was
the fury of the inhabitants against the French
authorities, that they were obliged to put thems
selves under the protection of the Russians. |

The emperor Alexander entered Breslau on
the 5th of March, on a visit to the king of Pruse
sia, now become his ally, where the inhabitants”
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welcomed him with every demonstration of joy.
His excellency Count Witgenstein made his pub-
'lic entry into Berlin on the 11th of the same
month, where the inhabitants vied with each
other in expressions of welcome. He was fol-
lowed by General D’York on the 18th, who, with
his brave army, met with the most joyful recep=
tion from all ranks, who rejoiced in their de-
liverance from a foreign yoke. Great was the
urgency of Bonaparte’s affairs, and his exertions
to organige a force sufficient to meet his enemies
in the field, were in exact propertion to each
other. Every moment he could sparé from the
cabinet, was devoted to the personal toil of ore
genizing his new recruits. He put his own shoul-
der to the wheel, sparing neither body nor mind,
neither himself nor others. In the course of a
single week, all the conscripts were clothed, and
‘put in motion for their places of destination. He
found himself, this campaign, on leaving his ca«
ital, in very different circumstances from the
st ; yet a man of his energy, of his unceasing
activity, was not to be thought of with indiffer-
ence. He might yet prove himself a match for
all who were combined against him; or if he was
to be overcome, it could only be effected by les+
sons taken from his own school. Bonaparte left
8t. Cloud on the 15th of April, and performed
his journey with incredible rapidity. He reach-
ed Mayence in less than 46 hours, where he ar-.
rived on the 16th at 11 o’clock at night. He
passed through Frankfort on the 25th, to join his
army, of which, when the allied sovereigns ob-
wined information on the 2d of May, they went
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to their armies to animate the men by.their
presence. At break of day, all the troops drew
up in order of battle, on the left bank of the
Elster, with the right-wing to the village of
Werben, and their left to that of Gruna. At
noon, General Blucher, who commanded the van
guard, received orders to attack the enemy,
which was made in the villageof Gross-Gorschen,

* . defended by the French in a most obstinate

manner, but at length taken by storm. The
battle became general along the whole line of
Blucher’s corps, and the French in part retook
“it, but the Prussian guards moved forward, and
after a desperate combat of an hour and a half,
this village and two others were retaken by the
allies, of which they kept possession. During
the conflict, the French had taken Leipsic, and
lost both it and Halle, together, with 15,000 of
their best troops. The victory was claimed by
both sides, and the combined army said, * The
victory is ours, we have kept the field of battle,
and-accomplished our pyrpose.” They confessed
the loss of about 10,000 men, the most of them
only slightly wounded.

- Bonaparte claimed the victory, and perhaps
with justice, but it was not decisive. He esti-
mated his own loss at 10,000 killed and wound-
ed ; that of the allies at near 80,000 men. The
French accounts said, ¢ The field of battle pre-
sented a most afflicting spectacle ; the young
soldiers on seeing the Emperor, forgot their suf-
ferings, and exclaimed, VivelEmperexr.” Bo-
naparte said, It is now twenty years that I
have commanded the French armies; but I
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have never yet witnessed so much bravery and
devotion.” After the battle of Lutzen, the allies
retired in excellent order across the Elbe, and
took up a formidable position, their front being
covered for several miles by the river Spree,
where they waited the approach of the enemy.
The French Emperor in person joined his main
army before Bautzen, in the morning of the 19th
of May. His force consisted of four corps,
amounting to about 80,000 men, 12,000 guards,
14,000 cavalry, and a very numerous artillery.
The grand attack commenced on the 20th.
The corps under Oudinot, Macdonald, and Mar«
mont, forced the passage of the Spree, opposite
Bautzen, which must have been attended with
immense loss, considering “the strong position
and numerous artillery of the allies. After a
dreadful conflict of seven hours continuance,
the allies, on account of superior numbers, were
compelled to fall back on their second position,
which was so strongly entrenched, that the
French could’tken entertain no hope of forcing
it. Thus ended the battle of Bautzen, in which
the French did not obtain a single trophy, and
only gained possession of the place at the exe
pence of much blood. '

In the proclamation of Bonaparte to his army
after the battle of Lutzen, the sense which he
eutertained of their valour, and the signal ser-
vice they had done to his cause, was expressed
in the following terms: < Soldiers! I am satis
fied with you. You have fulfilled my expectae
tions, you have supplied every thing by your
geod will, and by your valour, On the memos
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fable 2d of May, you defeated and routed the
Russian and Prussian army, commanded by the
Emperor Alexander and the King of Prussia.
You have added new lustre to the glory of my
eagles. You have displayed all that the French
blood is capable of; the battle of Lutzen will
be placed above these of Austerlitz, Jena, Fried-
land, and Moskwa. In a single battle you have
counteracted all their plots. We will drive back
these Tartars into their frightful regions, which
they ought never to have left. There let them
remain amidst their frozen deserts,—the abode
of slavery, of barbarism, and of corruption,
where man is debased to an equality with the
brute! You have deserved well of civilized Eu-
rope. Soldiers—Italy, France, and Germany
return you thanks.”

After the different battles of the 19th, 20th,
* 21st, and 22d, the allied army retired by Gort«
litz and Schweidnitz, in the direction of Bo=
hemia. Breslaw, the capital of Silesia, was
abandoned on the approach of the French, and
fears were entertained for the safety of Berlin,
to march upon which the corps of Marshal Ou-
dinot liad been detached from the grand army.
On the 4th of June, the French attacked Bu.
low’s advanced posts with great vivacity, ine
tending to cut off his corps, before he could join
the brigades of Generals Borstel and Boyen. In
- their attempts to storm the walls and gates of
Luckau, the French were repulsed by the gare
rison, who defended themselves with- the greate
est obstinacy. In the mean time the Russian

and Prussian cavalry, having thrown themselves
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on the right flank of the enemy, defeated his cad
valry, and put them to flight:  The battle cont
tinued from- eleven o’clock in the morning till
mine at night. The loss of the French was es«
timated at 2,500 ‘men, two pieces of cannon,
and one howitzer.’ o ‘
While these momentous operations were go=
ing on between Bonaparte and the-allied sove=
reigns, in which the former was still gaining
‘ground, however obstinately every inch of if
was disputed, Marshal Davoust, at the head of
a strong corps, had compelled the Russians to
récross the Elbe, and take possession of Lunee
burg, Marburg, Cuxhaven, and the whole of the
left bank of the Elbe. The fate of Hemburgh
fikewise was determined in a short time. After
8 severe engagement, in which the Hanseatit
Tegion, Prussians, and British riflemen, made a
strong resistance, 1500 men took possession of
Ochsenwarder. General Tettenborn irformed
the Senate of Hamburgh, that he no longer had
in his power the means of its defence, and left
it entirely with them what measures they deeme
ed proper to adopt, and left Hamburgh with his
Cossacks, &n enlightened people of whom we
‘have made mention before. The Danes, on the
80th of May, to the amount of 5000, with a
park. of artillery, entered the place, with the
French General Bruyere at their head; who took
possestion of the tawn in the name of the ruler
of France. They were followed in the afternoon
df the same day, by 1500 French troops. As
the citizens were peculiar]y obnoxious to Bona-
parte, on account of their late revojt, they had
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Do BiEXCy to expeet; now that thiey were rednced
te subjection. In order, therefore, to punish
the citizena of Hamburgh for their recent cen«
duct, the Frénch desmanded a contribution of
48,000,000 francs, to be paid within four weeks
from the time it was imposed ; the one half in
cash, the remainder in bills payable at Paris.
This contribution was to press heaviest on those
who had heen mest liberal in their subscriptions
for the liberty of Germany. A eommission of
eight of the most respectable citizens was ap+
pointed to regulate the sums to be individually
paid. The fate of Hamburgh was peculiarly
affecting. It was forced to surrender thiee days
before the British gun-boats promised for theit
protection were ready to sail. Demmark had
flattered them with support. She joined their
gnemy, and put her forces under a French
- general. The Crown Prince, according te the
treaties with Russis and with Britain, bad ens
tered Germany at the hiead of 84,000 men and
60 pieees of cannon, and his head-quarters were
expected to have been at Wittenburg, in the
.Mecklenburgh territory, a place .not ebove 50
miles from Hamburgh, in the very day that the
French took it byr%orce. After the excess of
Jjoy which pervaded every bosom on their deli-
verarice, how bitter the thought, that amidst so
much promised and anxiously expected assist=
ance, they must agsin relapse under the iron
hand which had so cruelly oppressed them, and
which was now armed with tenfold vengeance !
. .An armistice wes propased, and readily agreed
o by both parties. The plenipotentiaries ap+
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poigted: to corduct the nepociation weré; on the
part of Russia aml~-l’~1"us§igzc,h Count ‘Shouvaloff
and General Kleisto; and on the part of France,
the ;Duke of Vicenga. Having met and ex<
changed their full powers, the village of Peicher<
wite was declared neutral, and guarded at the
two entrances by an equal number of infantry,
and cavalry furnished by the French and the
allied army. Hostilities ceased on the 1st of

June, aceording to orders from the respective
head-quarters. The negociation was finished,
and the armistice signed on the 4th of June,
aptwo in theafternoon ; the substance of which
was; that hostilities should cease on all points,

n.the notification of the present armistice,
which should last te the 20th of July inclusive ;
and that hostilities should not re-commence 'till
six days after the denunciation of the armistice
at ‘the respective head-quarters. The line of
demarcation was Bxed, and the armies went into
their several cantonments. In a publication
signed by the King of Prussie, at his head-
quarters Qbergradtz, dated 5th June, his Ma«
Jesty says, :

- "¢ The enemy has proposed an armistice; I
have, with my allies, accepted it till the 20th of
July.—This has been done, to the end that the
mational strength, which my people in so laud«
able a manner put forth, may attain its full
growth. An unwesiied activity, uninterrupted
exertions, will lead to this end. Hitherto the
enemy has surpassed us in force~ewe could only
z@oin our national honour ; ‘we must avail oure

ves of this short interval to become suffiv

~



A

216 LIFE OF BONAPARTE:

ciently strong, that in the end.we may conquer
our independence. Be firm in. your resolution;
put confidence in your king; and then continue
as you -have done hitherto, and- we shall gain
our sacred point.” . .
. If the first expedition of Bonaparte to Russia
destroyed .one of the finest armies that ever ap-
peared in the martial field, by a degree of cold
which only Greenlanders could support, it must:
be admitted that his final overthrow was owing
to his want of troops, whose age apd experience:
might enable to cope with; the allies. His se~
cond army might be said to be chiefly made up:
of bays, and he did more with these than any
other general could have done on the Continent:
of Europe ; but although as a warrior he had
no equal among his enemies, it was_ not given
him to be a worker of miracles. At the head
of such an army as he first took to Russia, if he
bad procecded no farther than to Poland, he
might have dictated laws to the whole of Eu-
rope, and thus prevented the King of Prussia
from making Blucher either a Marshal or a
Prince ; but with his army of drammer boys he
was pursucd. to Paris, and his-dominion was
overthrown. His elevation was rapid and as
tonishing, almost beyond every thing to be met.
with in history ; but his fall proceeded with a
rapidity which left imagination behind it. Yet
.even in his retreat across the Rhine towards the
metropolis of the French empire, he sometimes
convinced.his pursuers that he had not lost his
consummate skill, from which they were left to.
conjecture what they might lave expected, had,
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- it still ‘been possible for him to meet them on

any thing like equal terms. - o
He was not a stranger to the treachery of pré«
tended friends, who deserted him in his utmost
need, such as at the memorable battle of Leip-
sic, where they turned against him in the very
heat of action, and clearly proved that they
were only disposed to follow him in the sun-
shine of prosperity, - This unexpected desertion
he supported with uncommon fortitude, and in
themidst of unexampled difficulties, he extricated
“himself in such a manner as no other man could
‘have done but himself. Yet when his political
career was fast verging towards a close, his un«
commoan presence of mind, with its almost end«
‘less resources, appeared totally to have forsakeh
him, and in no period of his life did he commit:
so many blunders, as at the very time when his
situation required the utmost exertions of wise
dom, prudence, and caution. Perpetual succesy
"had se far blindcs! his intellectual vision, naty=
rally so acute, as to. induce him to bglieve that
- his schemes were incapable of failure, and it con~
sequently happened that he made no provisian
for the effects which might result from stupen
dous reverses, having been formerly accustomed
" to no such calculations, With him, the most
brilliant victories had become the order of the
‘day ; and unfortunately for the duration of his
own power, he'never imagined that his accuse

tomed good fortune could possibly forsake him,
With a degree ofinfatuation, for which it is
difficult to account, he opened to the Allies the
passage of the Rhine, by - collecting all his dis«

: v

’
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.posable force in Saxony, after the loss of is
grand army in Russia, thus leaving France it
.self without any adequate defence, should ke
expérience any severe reverses on the banks of
.the Elbe. .To execute a project which was sug-
-gested to his mind by the successful plans of
- Scipio, the Roman general, on a similar eccasion,
he even drained the metropolis of its whoie de-
fence, wishing to compel the Allies to give up
,their designs upon Paris, by breaking their line
.where it was obviously weakest, to cut off from
.Germany the communication of Prince Schwarte
_genberg's army. That he might the more effec
_tually accomplish this favourite object, the corps
.of Marmont and Mortier, which ought to have
_covered Paris, were summoned to his assistance;
.but they were intercepted by the Allies, and thus
.exposed to destruction. This completely cleared
-the road to the French metropolis, in consequence
of whi¢h the allies felt no longer any alarm
‘aboyt what might be passing in their rear.
.About their communication with Germany they
“were no longer concerned, being now within
reach of the immense stores which would be fur.
‘nished them by the possession of Paris. It might
perhaps be possible for Bonaparte to rouse to
.action the inhabitants of Lorraine, together with
“the whole of the neighbouring districts ; but
-the time was now gone when such an insurrec-
.tion might have been of service. It was equally
nugatory that Chaumont, Bois-le-duc, Ligny,
.&ec. were occupied by his troops, or by such as
‘wished him well; and equally vain was it that

the garrison of Metz, Thionyille, and Verdun,
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made sallies in conjunctien with his own move<
ments. The garrisons of all the strong places
on the porthern frontiers of France were in vain
waiting the first signal to attack the besieging or
blockading armies, and to form with the troops
under Napoleon, such an army as might drive
back the Austrians into Switzerland. The fall<
ing Emperor was obliged to relinquish his whole
plan, as soon as he was made acquainted with
the defeat of Marmont and Mortier, and that the
capture of the metropolis was in the power of the
allies. Had he not taken the steps already men-
tioned, he might have rendered the situation of
the allies not a little hazardous, as even-before
this, their communication with Basle was nearly
intercepted. : oo
: Bonaparte, like many more great men in 2
moment of unaccountable infatuation, was now’
sensible of his error, when an effectual remedy
was no longer in his power. ¥le now became
persuaded that he had ne other alternative but
the abdication of his throne, which he sent to the
provisional government by the hands of Marshat
Ney, with such a degree of apparent indifference
ascould scarcely havebeen expected.” It was cone
ceived in the following terms. ¢ The Allied
powers having proclaimed that the Emperor Na<
poleon was the only obstacle to the establish<
ment of the peace of Europe: The Emperor Na<
poleon, faithful to his cath, declares that he res
nounces for himself and his heigs, the thrones of
Frante and Italy, and that there is no personal
sacrifice, even that of life, which he is not ready
to make to the interest of France. Done at thy
2
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palace of Fontainbleau, April 2d, 1814.” His
marshals, ministers, and generals made terms
for his retreat, from motives of consideration to
themselves, much greater than have yet mes
the public ear. The allied powers, in their treaty
with the French, recognized his title as empe«
ror, that their choice might be considered as
without any regard to hereditary claims, and
that he should be called Louis XVII. not Louis
XVIH. The ex-empress was to have an exten=
sive principality, and to be succeeded in it by
- her son, the late king of Rome.

In settling the crown of France on the ancient
family, we can perceive no'small degree of ine
trigue. Some of the French marshals had an
interview with Alexander, the emperor of all
‘the Russias, to whom it is said they proposed,
that the crown should be settled on the king of
Rome, to whom the empress Maria Lonisa should
be appointed regent. To this Alexander is re-
ported to have returned for answer, in a spirit
by which his conduct has been invariably mark-
ed, that he only wished to see the French decide
for themselves, and to hear their desires proceed
from the most legitimate existing organs, in
which light he viewed the Senate and Legisla~
tive Body. If such a proposition, therefore,
should come from that bedy, he ventured to
.affirm that it would meet the approbation of the
allied powers. This conference was made known
8o C. M. Talleyrand, together with the reply of
the Emperor Alexander. He instantly called a
meeting of the leading men composing the Senats
and Legislative Body, pointing out to them the
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imperious necessity of protecting the nation from |
amilitary government, the only way to do which,
in his opinion, was, to declare for Louis XVIIL
and call him and his family, on the offer of a free
representative constitution, to the country. He
thus got the start of the marshals, and thus was
determined the new settlement of the crown.
There is soimething in the conduct of the:
French people on this occasion peculiarly asto-
nishing, if it cannot he accounted for from that
versatility and fickleness, for which in all ages
they have been so preverbially distinguished.
They waded through rivers of blood, and fields
of carnage; they endured every privation and
misery ; had their bravest ‘warriers destroyed,
their greatest petriots and philesophers sacria
ficed, and proclaimed to the universe that the
family of the Bourbons were not qualified to
reign, on account of their multiplied crimes.
They submitted for almost fourteen years to the
govemment of a. man whe-had rescued them
rom imminent dangers, and laid all their ene-
mies prostrate at their feet—After all these
things, however astonishing, have actually taken
plece, what is the wonderful result? - In one day
they deserted the objeet of their own choice, to
whom they had sworn allegiance, and who, till
the moment of his sudden reverses, had been
the subject of their numerous panegyrics,—for
no other reason which we can assign, but-that
fortune lad at length declared herself-on the
side of his enemies; and overwhelmed him by
such a predigiody sapétioriy of numbers. -
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It seems, indeed, to be a matter of indiffer~"

ence to the inhabitants of Great Britain, what
" dynasty may reign in France, while their power.
is guarded by suitable restrictions, and the noble
powers of the human mind are permitted to
expand under the guarantee of a liberal form of
government. Of this we can already discover.
strong symptoms, for we find by the provisiopal
government, that the two legislative bodies of
the state are declared perpetual, and essential
parts of the Constitution, and this was the case,
even before taking into consideration in whose
hands the executive authority should be lodged.
It ought also to be remembered that much of,
the praise of what we may admire in France,
is chiefly due to Bonaparte, to whom these very.
bodies owe their existence, which are now to be

the depositaries of Liberty. He indeed con--.
~ trouled them by far too much. The turbulent..

and precarious times in which be lived, may
furnish candour with some apology, even for.
that - . :

The Emperor Bonaparte left Fontainbleau oo
the 20th of April, 1814, for the island of Elba,
with fourteen carriages in his train. He was
accompanied by four commissioners of the allied
powers, viz. M. Sowvatow, the Prussian general
Kolhere, a British general, and an Austrian
general. Four officers of his household formed
part of his suite, but few of the military departed
with him ; and even those who did, it was be=
Leved, ‘would leave him. when he embarked,

with the exception of gengralp Bertsand and
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Dulriley. We cannot easily forget the words .
which he uttered when setting off, te the officers
. and subalterns of the old guard, whe were still
with him, S )
4« Brother soldiers ! I bid you farewell. Dur-
ing the twenty years that we have acted together’,
I have been satisfied with you. I have always.
found you in the path of glory. All the powers
of Europe have armed against me; a part of
my generals have betrayed their duty; France
herself has betrayed it. With your assistance,
and that of the brave men who remained faitha.
ful to me, I have for three years preserved .
France from civil war. Be faithful to the new.
king whom France has chosen ; be obedient to
your commanders, and do not ahandon your dear
" country. Pity not my fate; I shall be happy
- when I.know you are so likewise. I might have
died ; nothing would have been more easy for
me ; but I 'still wish to pursue the path of glory.
‘What we have done, I will write. I cannot em=
brace you all ; but I will embrace your general.
~Come, general. Let the eagle be brought to.
me, that I may also embrace it. Ah, dear eagle,.
may the kisses which I bestow on you resound
to posterity ! - Adieu, my children! Adieu, my
brave companions ! Once more encompass me.”
Then the staff formed a circle around him. Bo-
naparte now got into his carriage, at which mo-
ment heappeared confused, while the tears trick<
led down his cheeks. :
. The Empress Maria Louisa set out the s
day for Viennd accompanied by Madame de
Maontesguiey,. the gavernor, and Madame Toufs

uu,or BONAPARTE.: ' 228 -
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flot, subsgoverness of her son. It is pecdliarly
pleasing to observe, on the most unquestionable
authority, that Maria Louisa was . extremely
anxiotis to follow the fortunes of her husband ;
and share with pleasure in his prosperity or ad_-
versity. Many attempts were made to prevail
with her to abandon him,’ but she resisted the
whole. She was at lastinformed, in the most
positive terms, that she:would not be permitted
to follow him, and she at last yielded with relue-
tance to the state policy, by which herself and
* son were separated from Boneparte for ever. It
is pdying a cempliment to the fair sex, and per-
haps nothing beyond their just deserts, that the
separation was by no means a dictate of her
own mind. She was to receive the duchy of
Parma with its dependencies, containing a po-
_ pulation of 880,000 persons, the revenues of

which were estimated at L.166,000 Sterling.
- The agriculture and internal administration are
capable of considerable improvements.

We are informed that Bonaparte assumed a
considerable degree of composure at the termina=
tion of his reign, and laboured to prevail with a
person to deaye him who: wished te accompany
him to the place of his retreat, but he resolutely
persisted in his determination not to leave him.
When Bonaparte departed, he declared that he
never would return till recalled by France,
which he predicted would not be more than
three years. He was required to make choice
betweéen a British and French frigite in which
%9 embark for the island of Elbaj when he made:

‘ioe of she former ; but this did not prevens
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hm from being followed by the French corvette,
which sailed at the same time. It was come
manded by Captain Montcabrier ; and Bona«
parte making the most he could of the last mo=
meunts of his authority, prior to his abdication ;
—knowing likewise that the island of Elba was
fixed upon as the place of his retirement, gave
secret orders to send thither a garrison of 240Q
men, which were sent frem Italy to Porto Ferrajo.
These believed themselves to be under the go=
vernwent of Bonaparte ; they were unacquainted
with the circumstance of his having abdicated
the throne, and never were freed from their oath
of fidelity. Bonaparte reached Porte Ferrajo on
the 3d of May. A beat came on shore with
several officers of the Russian, British, and Ause .
trian staff, with two French generals, attending
the ex~emperor Napoleon, who was on board the
frigate. The events which had taken place in
France were communicated officially by these
officers to the commandant of the port, with the
abdication of Bonaparte, and his arrival at Elba,
in consequence of which the necessary prepara=
tions were made during the night for the recep=
tion of this illustrious personage. It was recome
mended to all the authorities to attend the ceres
mony of his entrance. The emperor next marne
ing sent & flag into the town with a suitable des
gree of solemnity, which was instantly hoisted
on the castle, amidst a discharge of artillery. The
E:::nd of the flag was white, interspersed with
, with the arms of Bonapartc: and those of
theisland in the centre. Not long after the fla
_was hoisted, the ex-emperor of i‘mnce landed
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with his whole suite, and was saluted by 10L

. tounds .of cannon, to which the British frigate
replied with a discharge of 24 pieces of cannon.
‘Bonaparte was dressed in a blue great coat,
which was the covering of a suit very richly em=
broidered with silver. A numerous band of - -
musicians went before him, amidst a great con-
course of people, who seemed to be drawn to-
gether from motives of curiosity, rather than of
attachment or regard. He was conducted to the
house of the chief magistrate or Mayor, where
the whole of the civil officers of superior rank
id him a visit, to each of whom he- addressed
imself, assuming an air of confidence, and
even of hilarity, and proposed g variety of quese
tions relative to the state of the island. After
reposing for a little, he visited on horseback,
attended by his suite, the forts of- Marciana,
Campo, Capo, Liviri, and Rio. =~ - :
On the morning of the 5th of May, Bonaparte,
attended by the commissaries of the allies, rode
to Porto Longone, a distance of five miles, and

. likewise visited the inexhaustible iron mines,
which may be said to censtitute the wealth of
that salubrious island. Before his landing on
Elba, General Delesme issued a proclamation,
in which he recommended Bonaparte to the at-
tention of the inhabitants. It was conceived in
the following terms. ¢ Inhabitants of the isle
of Elba! e vicissitudes of human life have
conducted the Emperor Napoleon into the midst
of you, and his choice gives him to you as a
sovereign, Before entering your interior, your
august and new monarch addressed to me the
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following words, and I hasten to communicate
“them to you, because they are the pledge of your
fature prosperity. ¢ General, 1 have sacrificed
my rights to the interests of my country, and
have reserved to myself the sovereignty and pro~
perty of the isle of Elba, which has been assented
to by all the powers. Be so good as to inform
the inhabitants of this new state of things, and
of the selection which I have made of their isle
for my residence, in consideration of the mild-
ness of their manners, and of their elimate. Tell
"thein they shall be the constant ohject of my
most lively interests N ‘
¢ Elbese—These words require no commens
tary; they fix your destiny. The emperor
has formed a proper judgment of you ; it is my
duty to render you this justice, and I willingly
do so. . “ DeLesME, Gen. de Brigade.”
We may be permitted to doubt whether the
greater part of the French gnerals will be satis-
fied with the new constitution, at the expence of
the fall of their much esteemed, and almost
adored chief; and should it ever happen that
they unanimously invite him back to the throne,
it will not be a work of any great difficulty to
-accomplish. The retirement of Bonaparte has
been considered by many as nothing more than
a plot to entrap the remains ofthe ancient French
nobility, at the same time delivering the country
from their enemies ; but the future procecdings
of a versatile people can alone develope this
xinion, which, for the present at least, is no-
ing better than conjecture.
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We have admitted that the rapid elevation of
"Bonaparte, and his still more rapid fall from the
.summit of power and grandeur, are truly asto-
“nishing events ; but the treatment he received
“from the allied sovereigns in the very depth’ of

his humiliation, is a phenomenon a thousand
times more_wonderful ahd inexplicable. His
_rapid elevation was owing to a favourable con.
currence of circumstances, joined to the exertian
“of the most consummate abilities. which ever fell
“to the lot of a single individual ; and his over-
throw was the result of 2 momentary infatuation,
the child of perpetual victory and success ; but
“what could induce the allies to treat him as th
did? The well known conduct of victors in si
‘milar circumstances will not account for it. We
wre here presented with an instance of human
pature completely reversed, where the vanquish-
‘ed seems to dictate to the vietor, and the victor
seems obliged to yield to the terms of the van«
‘quished. If Bonaparte was really the murderer
‘of the Duke d’Enghien, why not bring him to
condign punishment as the shedder of innecent
‘blood? Yet ’tis truly astonishing, that whas
‘but a few years before created such a dreadful
thue and cry, was not once mentioned against him
‘in the time of his deepest abasement ! Let such
as are proficients in the solution of riddles, try
their hand upon this, He had once been-for
midable to all Europe, when his very name made
the nations tremble; and yet when it was no
Tonger in his power to do injury to a child, he
was permitted to clicose the place of his retire-
weant; his title of Emperor was recognized, and
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-a very handsbme annuity was '!)estoweﬂ upon im !
- These are ‘mysteries which time alone can una -
ravel, for we are acquainted with no principlés
in human nature which will afford ‘us a solutién
'of such unexampled difficulties. oo
* We cannot help admiring the sentiments bf
“the Emperor Alexander, soon after the entrance
“of the alties into Paris. * Fe did not wish to forde
= constitution or a king upon the people of
France, by the declaration of whose unequivocal
sentiments he wished to be guided. Yet these
‘noble sentiments, if uttered by a poor man in a
“humble sphere of lifé, might have subjected him
to a prosecution for sedition, although it was
known long before ‘Alexander had any existence,
‘that whatever a nation wishes to do, it has a
Tight to do. It is said that Bonaparte expected
to be reealled to the throne of France m’ the
course of three years after his abdication. This
prediction may never be accomplished ; but if .
the majority of the people should ever declare
that such is their wish, the doctrine of Alex-
ander will then be put in practice, which is the
more honourable to the clearness of his' head,
as well as the goodness of his heart, since we
should never have expected such sentiments
from the mouth of an absolute prince. S
In a work of this kind, however concise, #
will no doubt be expected that we should present -
our readers with an outline at least of the cha-
racter of Napoleon. We feel this to be the most
arduous part of our undertaking, since it must
e universally admitted, that a more extraordi-
mary and eccentric character never appeared
. x



.280 LIFE OF BONAPARTE.

- upon earth. . It is likewise true (and this cix-
. . cumstance increases our difficulty) that the pice
. tures which have been drawn of him, are the
“work, either of the most zealous friends, or the
. most unrelenting foes. He has been invariably
- beheld, either by the fondness of excessive par-
tiality, or through the jaundiced eye of preju-
.dice and prepossession against him. In the esti
- mation ofP the one he is a fiend of darkness, while
';lllxe opposite party regard him as an angel of
light. ' ' :

.gWe profess to be as much acquainted with hu-
man nature, as to be assured that he is neither
the one nor the other, and therefore in our very
_concise delineation of his character, we shall
study to preserve the happy medium between
these two extremes. With this determination,
.we set out, and with a strict adherence to it we
shall close the present memoir.

Napoleon Bonaparte is (for as a man we may

" still speak of him in the present tense) of a small
_stature, but in every part he is allowed to be
most admirably proportioned. He is rather of
a spare than corpulent habit of body, but at the
same time of a robust constitution, and capable
.of ‘enduring the greatest fatigues, of which his
unexampleg military career will furnish us with
innumerable proofs. His complexion is charac-
teristic of almost all southern climates, commonly
known by the appellation of olive; his eyes are
of a blue colour ; he has a prominent ‘chin, and
a square, projecting forehead. He separatcd
from Josephina for reasons of a political nature,
and was married, as we have already observed,
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to the Archduchess of Austria, Maria Louisa,
eldest daughter of the Emperor of Germany.
Josephina died ou the 28th of May, 1814, about
61 years of age.
“. It will admit of no dispute, that in an intellec«
tual point of view, he possesses uncommon tae
lents and abilities. His conversation is free,
without the least tincture of pedantry, and he
‘writes with fluency and eloquence. - A complete
victory over all our passions is allowed to be one
of the most diffiicult attainments, yet it is affirmed
‘that Bonaparte has reached it He is abstemious
in his meuls, and none ever beheld him in the
smallest degree intoxicated with liquor. His
friends are numerous ; of minions he has none ;
and by virtue of a rigorous silence, he more ef-
fectually preserves an inviolable secrecy, than
<an be done by-other men who are hypocritically
talkative. He has no taste for the enjoyments
, of the table, for the fair sex, nor for the fine arts.
These would reduce him to the rank of ordinary
beings, while his main object has ever heento be
above them. ‘ ‘
If we examine him with attention in every
sphiere in which he has acted, whether as an
efficer of artillery, a general, a consul, an em-
‘peror, he always put on the semblance of indife
ference to every thing around him. It is eaid
that he never joined any party from philanthropic
‘or patriotic views and sentiments, but solely -
from ambition, which was the primum mobile of
all his actions as a republican, conventional,
direetorial, or moderate man, All other men ity
the career of ambition, have had their moments
' 2
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of weakness, by which their pace was sometimey
slackencd, and for a while diverted from theix
usual courge ; ‘but that of Napoleon Bonaparte
was constantly undeviating, and no allurements ,
. whatever could turn him aside. It is truly as« .
tonishing, and perhaps unequalled in the history
of war, that he never once received the slightest
awound, althoygh exposed to.imminent danger in
innumerable battles, the most bloody and ter-
rific which are to be found upon record. Noxr
was this owing to cowardice, as some have been
weak or foolish enough to insinuate, for Bonaparte
was almost always found where_the battle raged
with inexpressib'e fury, and where the thunder

" of cannon was scattering destruction and death.
Nor is it a phenomenon less astonishing in the
life of this extraordinary personage, that he
mounted the throne, and again descended from
it, without occasioning the death of a single in«
dividual, This civcumstance has no parallel in
the annals of histery. -

~ His eye, which is said to shun observation, s
represented as lively, sparkling, open,and deeply
arched, suffering nothing to escape of what has
passed within ; an attaipment, unquestionably,
of which very few can boast, for its motions fre-
quently betray the situation of its possessor's
mind. We scorn to throw out reflections against
him on' account of his descent ; for if it was not
noble, it was at least respectable. The charac«
ter of Cincinnatus was not in the least injured by
his connection with the soil. No!after trinmph=
ing over the enemies of his country, he returned
with pleasure to the cultivation of his four acres
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of fand. ~ Nor was the charactet of Washington -
hurt by the steps by which he ascended to the
- first honours in America. To both these illus--
trious characters Bonaparte was no doubt inferior.
1t is certain that the ambition of Julius Cesar
and of Alexander the Great was not the more
amiable, because the extraction of the one was
moble, and that of ¢he other royal. The woes of -
humanity were not diminished by their original
station, whichthey spread over the earth in more
wide and dismal profusion than Bonaparte hjm-
seif. He certainly fought much oftener from
necessity than from choice. It is from asettled-
conviction of this truth, that we scorn to enter=
tain our readers with. a thundering philippic
‘mspec‘tin% the fields of slain at Austerlitz, at
Jena; at Friedland, at Moskwa, at Lutzen, &c.
unlesswe could demonstrate that all these battles
might have been prevented by Bonaparte, and
that he was invariably the first aggressor. Stage
trick, and plain, unadorned facts, are in direct
opposition to each other. , C
It is perhaps impossible to make a proper es-
timate of the religion of Bonaparte, as policy and
self preservation induced him frequently to
change his ereed. He-had sometimes the ap-
pearance of being a confirmed infidel, at other
times he was a deist, a disciple of Mahomet, or
even a Christian; and if every mode of deception
he justifiable in war, it is probable that this re-
Jigious versatility may not be deserving of the
sewere animadversions which have been thrown
out agasinst it. But what he is in reality we
_pretend gt to say, although it is not improbable-
3 ‘
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*. that be may rather be a fatalist than a neces-
- sarian, since he appears to believe in his favour~
able destiny. ‘

Such as he is, with all the faults which have -
ever been ascribed to him, and all the astonish-
ing talents and abilities of which malevolence
itself cannot fairly deprive bim, he is unques-
tionably the most amazing, the most singular

_personage of whieh history makes any mention ;
and his genuine character, after the death of pre-
judice and party spirit, will be more justly ap-

_ preciated an hundred. years hence, than it is at

present. . : :

GENERAL PICHEGRU.

. Tuis brave officer has been denominated a- -
revolutionary phenomenon, because he
through the blood and filth of the Revolution
without centracting a single stain ; because he
obtained renown, and merited the esteem of the
. gosd, though obedient to the'orders of regicides,

" and a fighter of -the battles of republican ty-

rents. He was born in the year 1761, at Ar-
bois, at the college of which place he commenced.
his studies, and prosecuted them with success at
the convent of the monks of the order of Minims.
As he discovered a teste for the abstruse
sciences, these mouks prevailed with him to
teach philosophy and mathematics in a college
of their order at Brienne. In this agrecable,,
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bat-labo:ious exercise, he completed his own
stydies, and enlarged his information. Having
a natyral inclination for a military life, he enlist-
ed, in the year 1779, in the first regiment of
artillery, being then only 18 years of age, and
in the course of six months was made a serjeant.
In the year following he was embarked for
Amaeyica, and during the concluding years of the
war, he profited by his own extensive learning,
raducing topractice what heunderstood in theqry. -
- In the year 1789, he held the post of adjutant
it his regiment, enjaying for several years before
this the confidence of his eolonel, and was en«
trusted with the management of the regiment,
both military and economical. His reputation
was sofirmly established, that the royalists wished

him to emigrate, while he wgs: premoted by the. -

democrats, with a view to encourage him to serve
the causef the revolution. It was his opinion
that the post of honour was that of danger, which
last was-10 be found where loyalty wag pro-
scribed, and virtue butchered, or sent to the
guillotine. While intrigue or sanguinary deeds
premoted some to the rank of generals. from,
common soldiers by a singlestride, the modesty
of Pichegru led him on by degrees and seniority.
Had not necessity and”danger poirted out the,
value of his talents, and the propriety of employ-.
ing him, he might have remained among the
many thousands who have died in a cause which
they inwardly detested. o
.. It was not long before he evinced that he me<

rited the reputation which he enjoyed; for in
" 1790 he was offered the command of a battalion
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* of national guards, among whom several of his
predecessors had in vain attempted to introduce
order and subordination. He accepted the offer,
and in a short time established, by firmness and
vigour, that exact discipline which eminently
distinguished him in all his subsequent coms-
mands. In 1792, he served under Custine in
the army of the Rhine, in which he continved:
even after he was promoted to the rank of gene-
ral of brigade, and then to general of division.
He afterwards accepted the command of the army
of the Rhine, at the hazard of his life, and con=
trary to his known principles, that if possible
he might preserve his country from foreign do-
minion. o :

If Dumourier was the first French general
who taught his countrymen how to fight, it is
but justice to admit that Pichegru first taught
them how to be -victorious. In Flanders and
Alsace, he found his country invaded, and its
armies$ nearly dispersed ; but in neither did he
resign the command 'till he had fixed victory in
his camp. Before he could expect to act either
on the offensive or defensive, he occupied hime
self in stopping the farther progress of the ene-
my; and in restoring long lost discipline among-
his tréops ; but no sooner had he succeeded in
this arduouns task, than he was put under the
orders of General Hoche, who joined him with
the army of the Mosclle ; and under him was
forced to execute his own projects, the whole
glory of the success of which he beheld claimed
by another.
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The modesty and prudence of Pichegru cens
strained him to remain silent under this injury;
'and theonly revenge he took was worthy of him;
he was the first on the 8th and 9th of December;
1793, who entered and forced the lines of Ha«

enau, the redoubts of which he carried by the

yonet, and the Austrians were driven from
the town with immense slaughter. The troops
had caught a new spirit from him, and it was-,
Fesolved, both by commander and troops, either
to conquer or to perish. The Republican army
regained possession of Weissemburg, the siege
of Landau was raised, Fort Louis evacuated, _
snd Keiserslautern, Germersheim, and Spires,
submitted to the French under General Piches
gre. During the short but splendid period of
three months that he commanded the army of
the Rhine, neither his invaluable services nog
vietories could screen him from the reproach of
not being a sans-culolies general, because hig
. language and sentiments were always those of
a gentleman. It was of conrse mot his merit,
but the imperious necessity¥felt by the Committes
of Public Safety far his military talents, which
preserved his life, and made him be appointed
commander in chief of the army of the North,
on the 5th of February, 1794. ’

When it was decreed by the Committee of
Public Safety, that in future no quarter should
be given to British and Hanoverian troops, and .
when ‘Pichegru received it, he convenad sall the
generals of his army, and told them, in the pre<
sence of his staff, that he believed them all to be
brave men, and therefore no assassins ; but if he
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was mistaken in his opinion, he would that ine
stant throw up his command, though he knew
that certain death would be the consequence.
They unanimously agreed with their chief, and
declared that if the deputies with the army ine
sisted on the enforcement of this bloody law,
they would toamanresign. It deserves notice;
that for this bold independent conduct, the name
of Pichegru, after the death of Robespierre, was
found upon his list for the guillotine, after the
campaign should be over.

' After a series of victories in Holland and the
Netherlands, which evinced Pichegru to be a
. most able commander, and- one whom no con«
siderations could turn aside from the steady dis«
charge of what he conceived to he his duty, he
at last fell under the displeasure of Bona(Pane,
being charged with conspiring against his life and’
government, not a word of which it is possible to
believe, and in the most cowardly manner was
strangled in prison by order of Napoleon, who
hated his virtues, envied his military talents,
and dreaded his popularity, which was even
more extensive than that of the illustrious °
Moreau. ~

r——————

JOSEPH BONAPARTE. .

Tuis person is the elder brother of Napo-
feon, who was clerk to an attorney at Ajaccio
before the Revolution. With talents inferior to
the rest of his family, he passed his time in
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obscurity, and lived quietly in his own country
while it was in the possession of the British. He
was afterwards chosen, by the influence of hig
brother, a member of the Council of Five Hun«
dred, where he very seldom ventured to speak,
‘his talents being better suited to the giving of a
silent vote, which was always in favour of the
Directory. In August 1797, he was made am=
bassador at Rome, where the Jacobins found
means to foment an insurrection, which Joseph
endeavoured to crush ; and proving unsuccesse
ful (as had been previously determined), he in<
stantly quitted Rome, and -would listen to no
propositions of explanation or apology. It was

_ in vain that the Papal government offered to the,
Directory every possible acknowledgement. Ber
thier received orders to revolutionize Rome, and
give up the country to plunder. .
The conduct of Joseph Bonaparte on this oc-
casion, proved his want of talents, honour, reli-
gion, delicacy, and probity, even in the opinion
of Frenchmen, since he allowed himself to be
made the despicable tool of the ambitious. With

. this very man was the Pope under the necessity
of signing, in 1802, the Concordat for establish<

ing religion in France. Joseph, while his bro<

ther Napoleon was in Egypt, was again chosen
a member of the Council of Five Hundred, but
he soon resigned his place. 'When Napolean un-
expectedly returned, he, in conjunction “with
_ Talleyrand, contrived the revolution which was
accomplished at St. Cloud, and seated Bonaparte
on the throne of the Bourbons. In 1800 Joseph

was seut to Luneville to treat with the Austrians,

-
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whete he signed the definitive treaty in -180%,
and concluded a convention with the Pupe in the
month of September the same year. = *

‘In the year 1802, he was nominated a senitt
tor, and a grand officer of the Legion 6f Ho+
- tour ; but he was superseded in the consular
friendship by his brother Lonis, since wickedness
was the chief recommendation to favour. Heis

allowed to be a good father and husband, a duti- -

ful son, und an affectionate brother, but a citi-
Zen in 4 commonwealth at once indiferent and
dangerous. He married a woman of obsturé
dirth and low ‘manners, but of a good character:
He lovgs his family and relations, but nothing
else. - He hates his native country, Corsica; an
he hates France and Frenchmen. After swind=
“Ying Charles 1V, and Ferdinand VI out of theif
dominions, Napoleon fully intended t6 manufac<
ture brother Joseph into a monarch, by making
- him king of Spain ; but he thought proper tofy
from his metropolis in a very short time after
his entrance into it, merely because the Duke
of Wellington intended to pay him a visit a¢

N

Madrid, and congratulate him op his accessiod '

© the throne.
: EU‘GENIU§ DE BEAUHARNOIS

Has been regarded as brutal, unfeeling, and
debauched, whom nothing ‘could prevent from
being considered, in the language of a certain
hdy, as & real sans-culottes with the il-fated
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midsk of a gentlemnh ; possessing thé voigar
smanners of one of the sovereign mob, with the
pretensions to be respected as & man of conses
quence. ‘When no more than 21 years of age,
‘e modestly: glorfed in keepihg only six mise |
tresses, one of them an actress, whom he killed
by his brutality - when in a 'state of pregnancy.
" He delighted to deelare, that when his mother
refused to advanee him money for his profusion
and licentiousness, he counld -command whatever
gurns he thought proper, by threatening her with
the respectable appellation of an old witch. He
. presented Madame Clotilde of the opera, with a

waltch set in diamonds, valued ‘2t 80,000 livres;
to spend the night in her compiny, merely té
disappoint a Russian prince, who for the same
night had given her 200 Louis. In the year
- 1800, he went through Besan¢én with his regi«
ment; and at the Hotel Nationale, he was found
in bed with the landlady by her husband, whe
rewarded his chastity with a good horse-whip<
ping ; andreceiving his jewel.box for a bond for
2000 Louis d’ors, allowed him to escape without
broken limbs. This is the hepefel son of the
late Josephina, who stood so high in the estima<
- tion of the ci-devant emperor of France.

e ———
LUCIEN BONAPARTE.
Tuis persenage, next in age %Napdeom ‘

was, in 1790, bound apprentice to a petty r¢
grecer at Bastia; but was turned awsy. from-
- Y ,
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master for being.not over honest, and joined the
Brigands on the 10th of August, 1792, who
plundered the castle of the Thuilleries, and as-
sassinated the Swiss.guards. Asa reward for.
these services, he was admitted a member of
the Jacobin club. On the 21st of January, °
1793, he was one of Santerre’s chosen men to

* guard the scaffold on which Louis XVI. suffer-
ed. Lucien was as much beloved by Henriot as
by his’ predecessor, who distinguished him in
the month of March, 1793, at the plunder of
the aristocratical grocers’ shops, and consequent«
ly &nrolled him among the sans-culottes of Robes
spierre, by whom the National Convention was
forced on the 1st of June, to decree the arrest of
the Brissotine faction. - , ,

After the execution of Robespierre, Lucien
fled from Paris to Nice, dreading the fate of his
worthy employer, which he richly deserved. At
this place his brother Napoleon was under arrest

“as a terrorist.. When they both returned to Paris
in the spring of 1795, in consequence of an am=
nesty, such was their poverty, that they travele
led on foot nearly 700 miles, and in Paris they

ed in a garret at the weekly rent of two shil-
lings and one penny Sterling! Itis a circumstance
no less astonishing than true, that in revolu-
tionary countries, the distance from a garret to a
throne is frequently the same as from a throne
to a scaffold. Napoleon was made a general for
marrying the mistress of Barras, and Lucien was
appointed a war commissary at Antwerp. In the
winter of 1796, he appeared at Paris for the
Grat time, in other company than that of sans<
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culottes ; but he was soon despised as a dee
bauchee. '

The revolution of 4th September 1797, made
the Jacobin faction again powerful, and Lucien
was chosen a member of the Council of Five
Hundred, in 1798. ~ On the return of Napoleon
to France, he was nominated president of the
Council; and at the revolution of the 9th No«
vember, 1799, he deserted the Jacobins, thus
adding treachery to all his other crimes. Itis
certain that Lucien’s presence of mind that day
" was much greater than the courage of Napoleon ;

and that if Lucien had not called out to the gre=
nadiers not te abandon their general, the Bona«
parte dynasty would then have ceased.
* When Napoleon usurped the reins of governe
ment, he appointed Lucien minister of the home:,
department, who was then in his element ; and
it has been said that in the course of six months
he was guilty of more crimes than were ever laid
to the charge of the Bourbons in as many cen-
turies. When he went to Spain, he continued
his roumd of debauchery, and his prodigality in
Madrid was matter of astonishment to-all; his
irregularity offended, and his impudence was dis-
gusting. He viewed the king and royal family
as his equals, and the ministers and grandees as
his servants ; yet this sans-culottes was by many
not only bribed, but entertained, and comph-
mented.
On his return to Paris, after the peace with
Great Britain, he was chosen a senator, and one
_of the grand officers of the Legion of Homour,
Buch was his extravagance, that his jewels and
. . 2
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gdiamands have been estimated at more than,

. 8,000,000 livres; his mean debaucheries cost him,
more than that sum, and his pictures almeost
double; He soon squandered the millions which
he carried with him fram Spain and Portugal ;
and though his brother allowed him an annuity

- of 1,200,000 livres, independent of his many
lycrative employments, it was not long before he
was 4,000,000 in debt. .

' e———
LOUIS BONAPARTE, y

In the harvest of 1796, .left -Marseilles for
Italy, and at the age of 18 bp cammenced hia
military career under Napoleon, with the rank of
lieutenant-colonel, and aide-de-camp to his hroe
ther. He went with him te Egypt in 17983
hut the mercury be had swallowed in Europe
not agreeing with the heat of Africa, he returne
ed to France in October the same year, bearing
dispatches for the Directory. from his brother
the general. It is said that Louis.is the only
brauch of the family who is qualified to write and
spell the French language. Lucien was often
heard to say, that his brothey Louis is the only.
fool in the family, and yet it appears manifest,
from a number of proofs, that in point of wisdom
he is greatly superior to himself. It surely will
not be supposed that the knowledge of Lucien is
equal to that of Sir Isagc Newton, when in the
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station of minister of the home department, he
could write to the celebrated Lalande, requesting
him to stop the eclipse of the moon until his ar-
rival! If Louis can be so egregious a fool as this,
he is unquestionably stupid indeed.

In October, 1800, he was entrusted with a

olitical mission to the Courts of Berlin and St.
g'etersburgh, at the former of which he was re«
ceived with every mark of honour and respect ;
but before he left Berlin for the Russian fron-
tiers, Baron Krudner informed him that he had
received no orders from his sovereign to invite
the brother of the Consul to St. Petersburgh.
Paul did not forget what he owed to himself, his
rank, family, country, and subjects. His jour-
ney was of course prevented, and he retured to
Berhn, without having it in his power tg dis~
honour another sovereign. He was soon recal-
led to France, prior to his marriage with the love-
ly Fanny de Beauharnois.

Although surrounded with every thing which
could renger life an object of desire, Louis be-
came an invalid at the age of 23. His healtly
was ruined, his constitution broken, and he coyld
not enjoy the blessings which Providence had so
liberally bestowed upon him. He suffered in
the midst of prosperity more pains and pangs

" than wretchedness itself, when accompanied by
virtue and innocence. He obtained an esta-
blishment of 2,000,000 of livres, and a jearly
pension of 1,200,000. At Berlin and in Ger-
many, 1,000,000 of debts were paid for him in
1800-and 1801 ; when married, he was present<
ed by Napoleon with 600,000 livres, and a simi-
lar sum on the birth of his son, o ‘

’ »
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JEROME BONAPARTE.

. Twas branch of the family, who is Napoleon’s
youngest brother, was born in 1785, and in 1795
he ran errands in a small inn frequented by
waggoners, at Marseilles. At this age he. could
neither read nor write, on account of his mo-
ther's poverty. While his eldest brother wasg
commander-in-chief in Italy, he sent him to be
educated at Basle in Switzerland, at his own ex«
pence ; and as he was the only branch of the fas
mily who had made trial of promotion in the na-
. vy, Napaleon placed him under the care of Ad-
miral Gantheaume, who deemed himself highly
honoured by being appointed tutor to such a dis~
“tinguisked youth. Although nothing was farther
from the truth, the admira] represented his il-
lustrious pupil as a young sea officer who promis-
“ed to be an ornament to his profession, and whose
great talenis and undaynted. caurage would res
flect great honour an the French navy.

In spite of this groundless papegyric, he had
plunged into vice at the age of 16, insomuch
that a certain surgical operation became neces-
sary, by which he was effectually preveuted from
becaming too prolific, He gave a delightful proof
of his. yndaunted courage by nobly keeping his
bed during the whole voyage. At St. Domine

- g0, his amiable sister, Madame Le Clerc, pres
.sented him with a beautiful mulatte woman

Lo 4
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for a mistress, whom in afit of jealousy he or~
dered to be torn in pieces by blood hounds, and
he was present at the execution of his orders.
Jerome, until married, had a yearly pension
. granted him of 600,000 livres ; for a hotel and
two estates in the country, at his future establish«
‘ment, one million and a half was allotted, and
a million was deposited for his use in foreign
banks. He shewed to a British officer in Ja«
maica, a watch set with jewels, which he. said
.* galy cost the bagatelle of 10,000 Louis-d’ors.

-——:*——
GENERAL ALEXANDER BERTHIER

Was born a gentleman, and designed from hig
youth for a military life:  Heserved in America
under the elder Rochambeau with such distincs
tion, that he returned te Europe with the rank
of a colonel, and was created a knight of the ora
ders of St. Louis and.of Cincinnatus. He receive
ed a brilliant education, such as fortune could come
mand, and soon discovered himselftobe possessed
of a more than ordinary genius. He acted as man
. jor-general.under Count D’Estaing, commander
. - of the national guard at Versailles. He resigned
his situation from disgust at the want of subordie
nation among the troops. His talents afterwards
procured him the highest admiration, and to |
them, it is said, Bonapartg was chiefly indebteg / -
for his prilliant successes in Italy during 1 égﬁif

-



248  GENERAL ALEXANDER BERTHIER.

1797, and 1800. He was proscribed by Robe-"
spierre, but escaped the guillotine by the merited
execution of that sanguinary monster. When
roleased from: conﬁnement, e was offered em-
ployment in the armies of the republic, but fa-
tigue, ill-treatment, and anxiety of mind, made
him decline. - In 1796, he was made chlef of
the ‘staff in the army of Italy under General *--
Bonaparte. At the action of Rivoli, on the
14th of January, 1797, Berthier’s courage and
presefice of mind changed the fortune of the’
day. In the most critical moment, Berthier,
making a charge with the cavalry, obliged an
enemy who thought himself victorious, to make
a precipitate retreat. This officer, when in Syria
and at- Jaffa, enforced the orders of Bonaparte to
murder the Turkish prisoners ; at his return to
Cairo he defended, in the National Institute, the
ferocity and guilt of his commander ; and after-
" wards by the most deliberate misrepresentations,
extenuated the wickedness of Bonaparte, violated
truth, calumniated innocence, and, by falsehood
and sophistry, bheld out tyranny and oppression,
trearhery, and desertion, to an unpardonable and
impious admiration.

He was first chosen to wait upon Bonaparﬁe
during his flight from Egypt; he accompanied
him to 8t, Cloud, when he usurped the republi=
can throne of hlS benefactors, for which he was
created minister of the war department, after-
wards given to Carnot, for the command of the
army of reserve. He was at the head of this
army at ‘the battle of Marcngo, when Desaix
sacrificed himself -and by his death made Bonae
varte immortal, and France victorious.
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From the versatile, changeable, pliant dispo«
sition of Alexander Berthier, we may safely vens
ture to conclude, that if he had lived under the
reign of Henry IV. he would have been loyal ;
if under a Gustavus Adolphus, religious ; gene
rous under a Condé ; humane under Turenne ;
rash under Charles XII; avaricious under a

...Marlborp,ugh ; vindictive under Eugene; an
atheist under Frederick the Great ; a liberting
under Marshal Saxe; an intriguer under Dus
mourier ; modest under Pichegru; ambitious
under Moreau, but amiable and insinuating,
This is exactly what Britons understand by the
vicar of Bray. He would have butchered under
Marius, proscribed under Sylla, fled under Pome
pey, and pardoned under Caesar.. What a pity
it is that such astopishing talents, and such con.
summagte weakness, should have met in one man,
s to make him at once the glery and jest of the
wilitary character ! .

GENERAL ABDALLAH MENOU.

. Tue money of the Duke of Orleans in 1789,
made this man be chosen a member of the States
General, for the nobility of the bailiwick of
Touraine, and was one of the first of those who

" betrayed their constituents by joining the Tiers
Etal, or commons. Although by no means an
arator, either by nature or edycation, he was not
deterred from often ascending the tribune. He
was chosen president of the National Assemjgjas-
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in the month of March, when he proved one of

- the cruel persecutors of the clergy, and was of
course appointed one of the commissaries for
¢onducting the sale of the property of that per=
secuted order. :

When the King of France accepted the cone
stitution decreed by the first National Assembly,
Menou, formerly a colonel, was premoted to the
sank of Mareschal-de-Camp, and was also seecond
in command over the troops of the line quartered
in or near Paris, on the 10th of August, 1792.
In the spring of 1797, he was sent as lieutenant
general to. the republican army in La Vendee,
and nominated commander-in-chief on the Sth
of June bythe committee of Public Safety. The
representatives of the people with the army or-
dered him to Paris, after being wounded in the
body by a pistol. Here he would have ne doubt
been guillotined, had he not bribed a surgeon to
declare that his wound was dangerous, which
procured him permission to reside at Tours un-
til he was eured, where he prudently remained
till the death of Robespierre,

At the unnecessary storming of Alexandria,
e was wounded in two places, and received a

" contusion at the battle of the Pyramids. Bona-
parte was so fully convinced of his want of mili-
tary talents, that in August 1799, he appointed
Kleber to the chief command, though Menou
was the senior of the generals of division. Whep
he returned to Europe, he was in a temporary
disgrgwe with the first Consul, and compelled to
remain at Marseilles till his justification procured
him' permisafn to come to Paris. After being

..
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Jong unemployed, he was made ligutenant’ gos

vernor in Piedment, where he not only became
a Christian again, but made a convert also of
his Mahometan wife. oo -

Ty

T

GENERAL MURAT.

Tars man is the son of a water-carrier at
Paris, and was born among smugglers and coiners
in the year 1764. ~ His father for some crime
was broken upon the wheel in May, 1769, and
Murat-was sent to the orphan house at Lyons,
where he remained till an actor employed him
to run errands. By the favour he obtained with

the actresses, on aceount of his appearance, be -

was brought upon the stage in 1780, which his
bad success compelled him scon to abandon.
Soon after the captuge of the Bastile, Murat was
made a corporal, and being attached to the ter=
rorists, Santerre promoted him to the rank of a
lieutenant; and when the royal family were ine
sulted on the 20th of June, Murat was heard
say, Louis, thou art a traitor, we must have thy
head. Madame Elizabeth boldly challenged

him for such unpardonable rudeness, Sd receive

ed for answer, hold thy tongue, , othera
wise 1 will cut thee in two. The next day San«
terre advanced him to be his aid-de-camp, and
i that capacity was employed on the 10th of

August. When Bonaparte deserted his army in.

Egypt, Murat was one of the four generals whom
he chose to accompany him in his flight. Whea

'I. ’\ -
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the”destrictien of the Directorial govermment
‘was resolved upon, Murat received the command
of the posts near the Council of Five Hundred,
and when Bonapaite was placed on the throne
of the Bourbons, he was chosen commander of
the Consular Gixard.. In 1797 he obtained im
marriage his patron’s sister Caroline Bonaparte,
but what became of his sans-culottes wife (for he
was married before) we cannot determine.
** Returning front Ttaly to Parig in'the month of
August 1800, he found the common topic of
convérsatigh to be the scandalous. boasting of his
brother-in‘law Liitien, concerning an incestuous

intrigue ‘carried on with Madame* Murat, the

tonsequences of -which were three duels in the
course of two moriths ; and Bonaparte interfered
# prevent. the dreadfol “censequences which
might have ensued. '

. This upstart, unprincifled misereant, had

- 1..6000 per month for appointments as the go-

‘vernor of -Paris. L.1250 were allowed him fot

_the open - table he kept for officers on business.

He laid out 7,000,000 fivres upon landed proper-
ty in France and Italy, and his chaste spouse’s
and his own diamtnd’s were valued a¢ 4,000,000 ¢
#ad Murdt been a good actor, he had most likes

1y been still upon the stage ; .but the hisses he’

there met with gave the scene'a new tum’; and
he became no despicable tﬁediin‘ on the great
golm?al theatre of médern Europes

\ :
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